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SEN. RICK
GIRDLER'’S
LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

Week eight of the 2026 Regular Session

Much of the attention
in Frankfort right now
is turning to the biggest
priorities of the session,
especially education
and the state budget.
As legislation moves
between the House and
Senate, the focus is on
long-term policies that
will impact Kentucky
families, students, and
communities for years
to come. This week,
the General Assembly
advanced House Bill
(HB) 1, a major edu-
cation measure that
allows Kentucky to
participate in a new
federal Education
Freedom Tax Credit
program. The program,
created by Congress in
2025, provides a federal
tax credit for donations
that help fund educa-
tional opportunities
for students. By opting
in, Kentucky ensures
those federal dollars
connected to Kentucky
taxpayers stay here
and support students
in our own communi-
ties. Importantly, HB 1
does not create a new
state program, raise
taxes, or reduce fund-
ing for public schools.
Kentucky’s education
funding formula re-
mains unchanged, and
SEEK funding is not
impacted. Instead, this
measure allows families
to access additional
resources for expenses
such as tutoring, in-
structional materials,
special services, and
other educational sup-
ports. These tools can
strengthen student suc-
cess across public, pri-
vate, and other learning
environments. The
choice before Kentucky
is straightforward.
Federal tax credits will
be claimed regardless
of whether the state
participates. Opting in
ensures those resources
benefit Kentucky
students rather than
flowing to other states
that have already joined
the program. Below are
several measures that
were approved in the
Senate this week.

SB 52 strengthens
transparency and
accountability in
state permitting and
licensing by requir-

define approval cri-
teria in law and issue
decisions within 30
days when no timeline
exists. SB 124 allows
school districts to offer
teachers and school
employees the option

to receive payment for
a portion of unused
sick leave while still
preserving the choice to
save time for emergen-
cies or retirement. SB
129 reduces employer
contribution rates to
the Unemployment
Insurance Service
Capacity Upgrade
Fund, which was cre-
ated to modernize the
state’s unemployment
system after failures
during the COVID-19
pandemic. SB 162
streamlines Kentucky’s
juvenile diversion
process by removing

a required step that
testimony showed had
become slow and incon-
sistent in many commu-
nities. SB 170 creates

a pilot program in at
least 10 school districts
to address habitual
truancy through earlier
intervention, stronger
family engagement and
improved coordina-
tion among schools,
courts and commu-
nity partners. SB 101
strengthens protections
for teachers and school
staff by requiring
school districts to adopt
policies addressing as-
saults against educators
and ensuring incidents
are reported to law
enforcement.

SB 98 requires con-
tractors to comply with
recognized welding
safety standards when
specified in project
plans and ensures
qualified inspection of
critical welds.

SB 122 gives courts
the ability to consider
whether a nonviolent
defendant is the pri-
mary caretaker of a
dependent child when
determining an appro-
priate sentence.

HB 314 modern-
izes oversight of
KentuckyWired by
transferring opera-
tional management to
state technology profes-
sionals and reforming
governance to improve

accountability and
efficiency. An emer-
gency provision ensures
uninterrupted service
during the transition.

SB 37 designates
the Treeing Walker
Coonhound as
Kentucky’s official state
dog, recognizing the
breed’s deep connection
to the commonwealth’s
hunting heritage and
outdoor traditions.

SB 157 aligns
Kentucky mortgage
law with federal stan-
dards by clarifying how
certain loan amounts
are calculated and
providing exemptions
for loans below federal
thresholds. The mea-
sure promotes consis-
tency and transparency
in lending.

SB 214 authorizes
the Department of
Agriculture to accept
and manage nonfed-
eral grants and private
funds that support its
programs. An emer-
gency clause allows the
department to immedi-
ately pursue new fund-
ing opportunities that
benefit farmers and
rural communities.

As always, it’s an
honor to represent you
in Frankfort. If you
have questions or ideas,
feel free to contact my
office at 502-564-8100
or email me at Rick.
Girdler@kylegislature.
gov. You can learn more
about bills, committees,
and other updates from
the Kentucky General
Assembly at www.legis-
lature.ky.gov.Sen. Rick
Girdler, R-Somerset,
represents the 15th
Senate District, in-
cluding Clinton,
Cumberland, Pulaski,
Russell, and Wayne
Counties. Girdler serves
as vice chair of the
Senate Banking and
Insurance Committee.
He is also a member of
the Senate Committees
on Economic
Development, Tourism,
and Labor; Families
and Children; and
Natural Resources and
Energy. Additionally,
Girdler serves on
the Capital Projects
and Bond Oversight
Committee.
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