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SEN. RICK GIRDLER’S
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Week six of the 2026 Regular Session

By Sen. Rick Girdler

As we close out
week six of the 2026
Legislative Session,
the work in Frankfort
continues at a steady
and productive pace.
Committee meet-
ings are running full
schedules, bills are ad-
vancing to the Senate
floor and meaningful
discussions are taking
place on issues that
matter to our commu-
nities back home.

At this point in the
session, more than 100
pieces of legislation
have passed at least
one chamber. That
reflects the serious
effort underway to ad-
dress the priorities of
Kentucky families and
ensure state govern-
ment remains respon-
sive and accountable.
While there is still
important work ahead,
we are making real
progress on policies
focused on economic
stability, affordabil-
ity, public safety,
education, agricul-
ture and government
transparency.

This week, the
Senate approved the
following measures.

SB 2 ensures admin-
istrator pay increases
do not exceed the
average percentage
raise given to class-
room teachers within
the same district. The
bill maintains existing
waiver flexibility while
updating and cleaning
up outdated statutory
language.

SB 4 creates a state-
wide leadership devel-
opment program for
new principals begin-
ning in the 2027-2028
school year. First- and
early-career principals
would participate in a
structured practicum
focused on instruc-
tional leadership,
school safety and ac-
countability, with most
costs covered by the
state.

SB 45 protects agri-
tourism and working-
animal operations
from unreasonable
local regulations while
preserving existing
health, safety and ani-
mal welfare standards.
The measure supports
family farms and rural
economies.

SB 71 expands
required training for
local school board
members, with a focus

on finance, ethics,
open meetings and
superintendent evalu-
ation. The measure
strengthens oversight
and promotes greater
consistency and ac-
countability in district
governance.

SB 118 strengthens
consumer protections
for credit personal
property insurance
sold with closed-end
loans. It limits cover-
age terms, requires
clear disclosure,
prohibits cost-inflating
practices and ensures
refunds of unearned
premiums.

SB 136 streamlines
unemployment insur-
ance fraud procedures
by requiring suspected
cases to be referred
directly to federal
and local authorities
within 30 days. The
bill clarifies account-
ability and protects
due process standards.

SB 141 modern-
izes Kentucky’s public
notice laws by clarify-
ing where and how
required notices must
be published while
preserving transpar-
ency and controlling
taxpayer costs. The bill
establishes objective
standards for qualify-
ing newspapers, up-
dates timelines, allows
limited digital publica-
tion standards and en-
sures public agencies
receive fair advertising
rates while maintain-
ing print requirements
and expanding state-
wide online access.

SB 153, which I am
proud to co-sponsor,
strengthens protec-
tions for homeowners
by targeting fraudu-
lent contractor prac-
tices, particularly after
natural disasters. The
measure enhances dis-
closure requirements
and enforcement tools
to safeguard families
during recovery.

SB 155 establishes a
framework for re-
sponding to animal
health emergencies,
authorizing coordi-
nated action to protect
livestock, agricul-
ture and food supply
chains.

SB 158 sets trans-
parency standards
for optional finan-
cial products tied to
vehicle purchases,
ensuring they are
clearly disclosed, sepa-
rately priced and not

required as a condition
of financing.

SB 160 improves
oversight of child care
centers by clarifying
corrective action stan-
dards, ensuring fair
review processes and
maintaining strong
safety protections for
children.

SB 172 promotes
electric rate stability
by allowing regulators
to extend the recovery
period for utility fuel
costs, helping reduce
sudden rate increases
for households and
businesses.

SB 183 requires
proxy advisory firms
to base shareholder
voting recommenda-
tions on financial fac-
tors and disclose when
non-financial con-
siderations influence
their advice. Violations
are treated as decep-
tive business practices
under Kentucky law.

As we move into
week seven, we will
continue advancing
responsible legislation
while preparing for
deeper budget discus-
sions. I remain com-
mitted to supporting
policies that protect
taxpayers, strengthen
our rural communities
and keep Kentucky
moving forward. It’s
an honor to represent
you in Frankfort. If
you have questions
or ideas, feel free to
contact my office at
502-564-8100 or email
me at Rick.Girdler@
kylegislature.gov. You
can learn more about
bills, committees, and
other updates from
the Kentucky General
Assembly at www.
legislature.ky.gov.

Sen. Rick Girdler,
R-Somerset, repre-
sents the 15th Senate
District, including
Clinton, Cumberland,
Pulaski, Russell, and
Wayne Counties.
Girdler serves as
vice chair of the
Senate Banking and
Insurance Committee.
He is also a member of
the Senate Committees
on Economic
Development,
Tourism, and
Labor; Families and
Children; and Natural
Resources and
Energy. Additionally,
Girdler serves on
the Capital Projects
and Bond Oversight
Committee.
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