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A Tribute to Charles Mattox - Heaven s a Lot like K
CAPTAIN BOONE MEETS THE HAIR BUYER

Detroit, March

1778.

10,

It wasn’t the fact that
British Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and Superinten-
dent of Indian Affairs
Henry Hamilton had
scalps in his office that
disturbed Captain Dan-
iel Boone.

It was the fact that he
had so many.

There were hundreds
of them.

Wooden barrels were
filled with them.

Worse yet, some of
them were the scalps of
infants and children.

Each scalp had been
stretched over a willow
hoop and color coded
for easy identifications
for the British officers
to properly record and
keep track of.

There was a certain
beaurocracy of war that
the British were fanati-
cal at, especially when it
came to keeping track of
supplies.

The British paid $100
for colonial prisoners.

They paid $50 for
scalps.

Seldom did any actual
money trade hands, but
rather the payment was
made in goods at various
British trading posts,
especially Detroit.

Chief Blackfish had
allowed Captain Boone
to meet with Governor
Hamilton while he and
other clan leaders of the
Shawnee nation negoti-
ated trade items for the
prisoners they delivered.

Besides Boone, sev-
eral other of the salt
makers that had been
taken prisoner at the
sacred Kentucky blue
water pememo (Lower
Blue Licks Spring), were
brought to Detroit.

Daniel Asbury, Sam-
uel Brooks and his
brother William Brooks,
John Brown, Nathan-
iel Bullock, James Cal-
laway, Jesse Copher,
George Hendricks, Wil-
liam Humphries, Benja-
min Kelly, John Morton,
Bartlett Searcy, William
Tracey and Richard
Wade were along.

Chief Blackfish over-
saw the bartering of
these men to British
officers and they were
quickly hustled off to
the prison, but Blackfish
would not trade Boone,
as he was sure Boone
would be necessary to

keep, in order to even-
tually compel the survi-
vors at Fort Boonesboro
to surrender as he had
promised they would.

Captain Boone had
even produced an old
parchment document
of his oath of allegiance
to the British Empire
and displayed an old
British officers commis-
sion granted him sev-
eral years earlier before
the outbreak of hostili-
ties that would become
known as the Revolu-
tionary War.

Indeed there was a
revolution, or ‘turning
round’ of the entire Brit-
ish American colonial
empire.

Gov. Hamilton had
been ordered by his
British superiors to en-
list the aid of certain
Native American Tribes
to bring a new war of
terror to the frontier, to
stop this ‘turnin’ round,’
or “revolution.”

This was most effi-
ciently executed with
the scalp trading busi-
ness.

Hamilton was known
far and wide along the
frontiers of Kentucky,
Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia as “The Hair Buyer.”

And now Captain
Boone found himself
drinking tea with Ham-
ilton and Chief Black-
fish in Hamilton’s office,
surrounded by barrels
of scalps. It was a most
surreal experience.

For ten days the ne-
gotiations between the
British and the Shaw-

nee clan leaders contin-
ued.
There were council

meetings, dinners, sing-
ing of the war songs, the
exchange of wampum,
and finally the distribu-
tion of trade goods for
exchange of the prison-
ers.

In the end, after being
offered over 400 pounds
of sterling silver for
Captain Boone alone,
Blackfish merely smiled
and said through his in-
terpreter Pompey “No.
Sheltowee belongs to us
and he will help bring
the King’s children from
Fort Boonesboro to our
British fathers at De-
troit in the future.”

In spite of the morbid
surroundings, the Brit-
ish officers at Detroit
treated Boone with com-
plete respect and civil-

ity.

He was a particular
object of compassion by
Gov. Hamilton, and the
two men spent many
long hours engaged in
forthright conversa-
tion discussing topics
that ranged from their
families, to the insanity
of the war they found
themselves now en-
gaged in.

Hamilton had been
born in Dublin, Ireland,
the son of an Irish Mem-
ber of Parliament.

He came to Ameri-
ca as a British soldier
eventually becoming a
recognized British war
hero during the French
and Indian War, dur-
ing which he rose to the
rank of General.

In 1775 he had been
appointed to his current
position.

Boone was making
the best of a bad situ-
ation and there can be
little doubt that when
he rode out of Detroit
on a fine horse, carry-
ing a nice musket, with
saddlebags filled with
British trade goods in
the company of the 40
or so Shawnee clan lead-
ers, he was heckled by
the men he had arrived
with and who were now
locked away in the dark
and dreary confines of
the Detroit prison.

Captain Boone was
both a survivor and vi-
sionary at heart.

He was determined
to survive by whatever
means necessary and
return to his family in
Kentucky.

Little did he know that
they were already plan-
ning to go back to the
Carolinas to the Bryan
(Bryant) family planta-
tion and would depart in
May.

All would go, except
his 15-year-old daugh-
ter, Jemima, her hus-
band Flanders Cal-
laway, and the Boone
family cat.

Conditions at Fort
Boonesboro were declin-
ing rapidly.

We have only to ex-
amine the words of
then 21-year-old Josiah
Collins, who arrived
in March, 1778, with a
group of approximately
80 Virginians that came
to Kentucky by way of
the Wilderness Trail.
Collins and some oth-
ers proceeded to Fort

Boonesboro and this is
what he saw when he
arrived.

“We found a poor, dis-
tressed, half naked, half
starved people, daily
surrounded by savages,
which made it so dan-
gerous the hunters were
afraid to go out to get
buffalo meat.”

The fascinating testi-
mony of Josiah Collins
can be found in volume
12 CC of the Lyman
Draper Manuscripts.
Collins would live a long,
industrious and adven-
turous existence along
the Kentucky frontier,
later fighting side by
side with many frontier
legends, including Cap-
tain Daniel Boone, who
would eventually return
to Kentucky.

Collins was inter-
viewed at his Bath
County home along Flat
Creek in 1841, when he
was 84 years old.

Ah, but these are oth-
er stories, dear reader,
and worthy of closer ex-
amination than can be
offered today. But, if the
Good Lord is willing, we
will join Josiah Collins,
Captain Daniel Boone
and his many compan-
ions in the weeks and
months to come, within
the confines of this col-
umn.

We will also learn
the fate of the other
captured Salt makers.
Ranging from those
now jailed in the prison
at Detroit, to those still
being held prisoner at
Chillicothe Village.

Boone would become
an adopted Shawnee,
and for months would

become  totally im-
mersed into Shawnee
society.

There was a strong
and undeniable appeal
to Shawnee life and
their sacred existence,
which harmonized,
with the vibrancy of the
landscape and all of the
forces and faces of na-
ture along the frontier.
So much so that at least
two of the captured salt
makers that we know of,
Micajah Callaway and
Joseph Jackson, would
become adopted Shaw-
nee warriors and devote
their lives to protecting
their new Shawnee fam-
ilies, eventually joining
in battle against their
former Kentucky family
members and friends.

Judge-Exec. Hamiltons signs
Kentucky Retired Teachers
Association proclamation

Stephanie Hawkins, Stephanie Smith, Cheryl Rawl-
ings, and Judge-Exec. Steve Hamilton

By Michael A. Clary
KyNewsGroup

michael@kynewsgroup.com

On Thursday morning, Oct.
15, 2026, at 9:00am, retired
teachers Stephanie Hawkins
Stephanie Smith, and Cheryi
Rawlings joined Nicholas
County dJudge-Exec. Steve
Hamilton as he signed a proc-
lamation by the Kentucky
Retired Teachers Association
proclaiming Oct. 18-24, 2026,
as Retired Teachers’ Appre-
ciation Week.

The proclamation reads as
follows,

“TO ALL TO WHOM
THESE PRESENTS SHALL
COME.

WHEREAS, Kentucky’s re-
tired teachers have devoted
their careers to the educa-
tion and training of literally
thousands upon thousands of
Kentucky’s youth; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky’s re-
tired teachers have retrained
and/or  provided primary
educational  opportunities
to hundreds of adults in the
state who for one reason or
other, had fallen behind in
the formal education needed
for job and social skills, and

HEREAS,  Kentucky’s
retired teachers rendered
valuable services in diverse
leadership roles in their com-
munities and institutions
throughout their careers and
continue to render such ser-
vices as retirees; and

WHEREAS,  Kentucky’s
retired teachers represent
the profession, which 1s given
the basic responsibility for
launching the careers of state

and national leaders and for
laying the foundation for the
welfare of all members of our
soclety; and

WHEREAS,  Kentucky’s
retired teachers have toiled
ceaselessly to improve the
quality of %ife in the state and
nation, too often in less than
adequate circumstances and
for less than adequate pay;

and

WHEREAS, Kentucky’s re-
tired teachers represent a tre-
mendous pool of experience
and training which remains
dedicated to the betterment
of society everywhere; and

WHEI%EAS, Kentucky’s
retired teachers represent
a loyal, patriotic, and con-
cerned citizenry,  which
growded a dedicated and
ependable support to the
leaders in our communities,
state, and nation

WHEREAS,  Kentucky’s
2014 General Assembly has
honored Kentucky Retired
Teachers by recognizing the
third week of 8ctober as
Kentucky Retired Teachers’
Appreciation Week.

IgOW THEREFORE, 1,
Charlotte  Benton, Presi-
dent of the Kentucky Re-
tired Teachers Association,
do hereby proclaim October

18-24, 2026, as RETIRED
TEACHERS  APPRECIA-
TION WEEK.

Done in the city of Louis-
ville, Kentucky the seven-
teenth day of August, in the
year of our Lord two thou-
sand and twenty-six.

Charlotte Benton, Presi-
dent, Kentucky Retired
Teachers Association”
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Darvin’s Small

Whether it's your first

LET'S MAKE MOVES.

= Complete the Form to Learn More!

home or your forever home,
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606-784-7164

Qarrett’s Furniture

“The area’s best value in
quality home furnishings

West Main Street

'859-289-2308

since 1952”

Carlisle, KY
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Buying or Selling...

Catl me firdt!

Reopening March 14th

Friday 1pm to 5pm, Saturday
10am to 5 pm

Ann’s Variety

26 Cherry Lane, Salt Lick, KY
(1/2 mile from BP Station)

Furniture, Collectibles, Usable Antiques

Variety of Everything

Hours: Thursday 1pm to 5pm,

Specials throu
he store
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Installing 40-year metal,
shingle roofs, and all roof

colors to choose from.

THE ROOFER

(606)210-1991 - Leave a message for Eli
* FREE ESTIMATES *

repairs with a wide range of

14 years of experience.

Pole Barns, Decks,
& Additions
All interior and
exterior home repairs

HOURS:
Mon-Wed 9-5
Thurs 9-7

Fri 9-5; Sat 9-4

Flemingsburg, Ky 41041

48-7550
7609 Morehead Rd

Swartz Construction &
Tree Removal Inc.

o Bath and Surrounding Counties o
o Specializing in Tree Removal & Trimming « Fully Insured
o Free Estimates o State Certified « We grind stumps

Mike Swartz
Owner
Cell: (606)210-3049

P.O. Box 39
Olympia, KY 40358
Home: (606)674-3960
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Carlisle, Kentucky 40311

allisonsconcrete@hotmail.com
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