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Architectural illustration of what the Portal 31 surroundings would 
like like with green space and public park proposed in grant ap-
plication.

 Let’s welcome in the last 
week of August and begin to 
look for September and the fall 
weather.  

 Thank God for the rain we 
have had and much prayer for 
those that have suffered during 
the bad storms and lost things.  
For God knows and her will 
provide.
 This past Sunday our 
morning message came from 
Rev. Andrew Baskin, from 
Berea, Kentucky.
 His message from the book 
of first John the third chapter, 

message topic “Clean Sweep”.
As many know, Greater Mt. Si-
nai Baptist Church, in Lynch, 
Kentucky was under the leader-
ship of Rev. Ronnie Hampton, 
but after twenty-nine years of 
dedicated service to the church.  
He will retire from church on 
September 27, 2026. He will 
be missed at the church but will 
still remain faithful member of 
the church family.
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Simply 
Andrea

by Andrea Massey

 I do apologize for no arti-
cle last week.  As I was out of 
town.  I know that some peo-
ple really like reading my ar-
ticle.  I appreciate it so much.
 Some will say that fall is 
the season when the leaves 
change.  For me I say it’s the 
season when my sweat clothes 
never change.  It looks as if 
the weather has gone from 90 
to 55 like a state trooper was 
after it.
I will give you what Rev. 
Ronnie Hampton, scripture 
came from on Sunday it came 
from the book of Romans 12 
chapter 1-2.
 As he always leaves with 
us.  God, you take your Glo-
ry but please leave us your 
Blessings.
 I attended the Eastern 
Kentucky Social Club 53rd 
reunion in Memphis, Tennes-
see over the Labor Day week-
end at Memphis Hilton Hotel.  
Wonderful time visiting with 
family and friends.  We were 
Blessed with some wonderful 
speakers and activities.  The 
Gospel Fest was blessed by 
Wess Morgan who did and 
awesome job.  
 Let me send some happy 
birthday wishes out to some 
people this week.  Shawna 
Harrison, Ann Banyas Mill-
er, Sylvester Kindred, Shana 
Cornett Lewis, Jenny Stew-
art, Myra J. Raleigh Bailey, 

Marva Perry, Patrick Per-
ry, Christina Burns, Virgil 
Prinkleton, Brenda Boggs 
Felosia, (Donald Massey, 
Sr., RIP), Brooke Sheffield 
Canady, Fred Massey, Re-
gina Curry Sanford, Patricia 
Brown, Philip Evans, Delzie 
Kelly, Dr. David Clutts, Pat-
rick Evans, Marcy Martinez, 
Jaci Cairl, James Sullivan 
Jr., Robert (Carnell) Karey, 
Kathy Thomas.
 And yes, a special Birth-
day wish to my husband 
George C. Massey, Sr.,
 Sunday morning Church 
Service speaker was Rev. 
Rhonda Callaway Parker with 
music provided by her hus-
band Rev. Henry (Chip) Park-
er.  
 Rev. Parker put together 
a choir which was awesome.  
DJ and Sunday night speaker 
was great. 
 Hats off to the Southeast-
ern Kentucky Heritage Asso-
ciation -Tennessee reunion 
president Nickie Snow Jeffer-
son and her committee.
 This past weekend in the 
Tri-City area we sponsored 
the Possum Fest.  It was a to-
tal success even with the rain.
 The Shuttle service was 
awesome people from every-
where came and enjoyed the 
services and the hospitality.  
We Had riders on the shuttle 
from riders from Australia.
 Looking forward to next 
year, it will be even bigger 
and better.  So, now get ready 
for the upcoming events in 
October in the Tri-City areas. 
The LBC, Lynch, Benham, 
Cumberland.

 Please keep our beavered 
families in prayer and all our 
sick.  Special prayers for the 
Melton family, God already 
know the prayers going up.

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT”

 “You have to learn and 
stop trying to change some-
one who doesn’t want to be 
changes.  You need to stop 
giving chances to people who 
always abuse you.  People 
stop walking back to places 
where you needed to get away 
from.  Stop listening to them 
and trusting them.  Watch 
their actions towards you.  I 
have learned to stop giving 
my all to people who give me 
nothing. Remember to stop 
fighting for relationships, 
when you already know you 
in the ring alone.”
 “Some chapters in our 
lives we just have to close 
without closure.”
 “Remember never be 
surprised when your support 
doesn’t come from people 
you know.  God will put peo-
ple in your life to take you to 
higher places.”
 “For me some people 
will never understand the 
strength it takes to keep going 
when you feel the world is so 
heavy.  So, if you showed up 
today, for anything, fought 
through the struggle, be proud 
of yourself.”

“Remember always go after 
your dreams and don’t let any-
body steal your spirit.”

A Man 
For All 
Seasons
By: W. Bruce Ayers, President Emeritus
        Southeast Kentucky Community 
              and Technical College

(The following article was taken from remarks I made at SKCTC 
on August 17 on the occasion of the college’s honoring one of 
its favorite graduates, Brandon Robinson, by naming The Porch 
on the second floor of Falkenstine Hall for him.  This space, just 
outside the college’s Television Studio, where he got his start as 
a student weather forecaster, is a favorite handout for students to 
socialize and study.)

 I am delighted to have the opportunity to be here today 
to participate in honoring one of my favorite students from 
my time as President of Southeast Kentucky Community 
and Technical College.  From the first time I met him, Bran-
don Robinson not only exhibited leadership skills but an 
ever-present “Can-Do,” a trait which endeared him to me 
and many others as well.
 I think I first noticed it when Brandon stepped up to fill 
the position of Weather Forecaster at the College’s fledging 
television station.  It wasn’t his stepping up to fill the posi-
tion that struck me so much as it was the way he filled it.
 He wasn’t shy about believing he was a perfect fit for 
the position, and he immediately backed that up by going 
out and demonstrating  through his performance that if any-
one had ever been cut out for the position, he was the one. 
Brandon was a natural, confident and assured.  It was a lev-
el of confidence reflected in other ways by the young man.
 Indeed, he quickly proved that he was more than a 
Weather Forecaster—he was a student leader, and not just 
at Southeast but in the Kentucky Community College Sys-
tem as a whole.  He ran for and was elected to one of the 
two student positions on the Board of Directors of the Ken-
tucky Community and Technical College System
 In this position, he quickly won the praise of several of 
the other board members, all of whom—except for the one 
other student member—had been appointed by Kentucky’s 
Governor.  These were individuals who had carved out po-
sitions of respect throughout the state, many of them well 
known not just for their political acumen but their service 
to the Commonwealth.  
 But Brandon was not  cowed by their presence or their 
notoriety.  Dr. Michael McCall, president of KCTCS, re-
ported to me on more than one occasion that young Bran-
don always held his own, specifically when speaking up for 
issues which affected his fellow students.  It seems Brandon 
took his role as a student representative more seriously than 
other students had in the past, always ready to comment 
on, and, if necessary, to defend positions that he felt were 
important to his fellow students. 
 Of course, that was entirely consistent with the Bran-
don I had come to know at Southeast—speaking up for 
things that he felt would benefit students and always advo-
cating for improvement to the college’s television station.  
Indeed, if asked what impressed me most about Brandon 
as a student at Southeast, I would say that he consistently 
behaved like a leader. This was behavior, I believed, which  
foreshadowed, the leader he would became as he grew into 
the individual we came to know and love at WYMT and in 
his community at Whitesburg.
 This was a leadership role that was far more than that 
of an award winning weather forecaster (although I must 
admit, he filled this position at every level as though it had 
been made just for him).  It extended to his community, to 
his family and friends and to all the others he knew and 
cared about.  It took the form of his willingness to use his 
own battle with cancer to lead a crusade to combat the dis-
ease that has affected so many in eastern Kentucky, our na-
tion and the world.  
 Knowing Brandon was not one to say ever say more 
than needed to be said, his remarks were most often fo-
cused and directed,  please allow me to conclude my re-
marks about my dear friend with a short, one-stanza poem I 
have written about him, one which I hope which speaks to 
his valor, courage, and, perhaps most importantly, his walk 
with God:

A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS
THERE WAS SOMEONE I KNEW

WHO WAS BRAVE
 COURAGEOUS AND TRUE
A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS

HE KNEW ALL THE REASONS
TO DO THE THINGS GOD HAD

 DESTINED HIM TO DO.  

 Greater Mt. Sinai Baptist 
church has officially accept-
ed Rev. Andrew Baskin, as 
the interim pastor at this time.  
Rev. Andrew Baskin is a well-
known instructor at Berea Col-
lege and continues to serve in 
several positions at the college 
and on several boards in the 
community.  He is dedicated to 
our youth and helps them suc-
ceed in life. Please help us wel-
come Rev. Andrew Baskin and 
his lovely wife to our church 
family.
 Continued prayers for the 
lost in our community and 
around the cities.  Prayer for 
our children as they continue in 
school.  
 Pray for our nation and 
leaders of our nation.  

 Sending Happy Birthday 
and Anniversary wishes out to 
all celebrating them.
 I have a very special Happy 
Birthday wish to send out to my 
sweet granddaughter Nevaeh 
Elise Massey, who turns eleven 
years old.
 Remember all the events 
coming up in a few weeks.

“Food For Thought”

 “Hold tight will have some 
Food for thought next week as I 
am attending a meeting”
 “Remember always go af-
ter your dreams and don’t let 
anybody steal your spirit”
 “Remember always go af-
ter your dreams and don’t let 
anybody steal your spirit.”

Representatives from Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical College, the City of Cum-
berland, and Harlan County Public Schools gathered to celebrate the donation of the former Cum-
berland High School property to the City of Cumberland. The agreement preserves access to the 
softball field for Harlan County students while creating new opportunities for the historic property 
to serve the community in the future. Pictured, from left: Scott Sherman, District 5 Board Member 
and Vice Chair, Harlan County Schools; Paul Bryant, vice chancellor for business affairs, SKCTC; 
Jill Creech, Cumberland campus director and executive assistant to the chancellor, SKCTC; Dr. Lee 
Harrison, chancellor, SKCTC; Robin Smith, city clerk, City of Cumberland; Dr. Joshua Doyle, prin-
cipal, Harlan Elementary School; Brett W. Johnson, superintendent, Harlan County Public Schools; 
and Charles Raleigh, mayor of Cumberland.

ing principles, or GAAP, be-
cause Harlan County prepares 
its financial statements using 
the Commonwealth’s reg-
ulatory basis of accounting 
rather than traditional GAAP. 
 That language does not 
represent a finding that Harlan 
County improperly handled its 
finances.
 In fact, the Auditor of Pub-
lic Accounts specifically noted 
that the regulatory accounting 
method used by Harlan Coun-
ty is an acceptable reporting 
methodology and is used for 
116 of Kentucky’s 120 fiscal 
court audits.
 Under that method, Harlan 
County received an unmodified 
opinion — commonly regard-
ed as a clean audit opinion — 
with auditors concluding that 
the county’s financial statement 
fairly represented its financial 
activity in all material respects. 
 The audit was conducted 
under generally accepted audit-
ing standards, Government Au-

diting Standards issued by the 
U.S. Comptroller General and 
the Kentucky Auditor of Public 
Accounts’ Fiscal Court Audit 
Guide.
 The audit covers the ad-
ministration of Harlan County 
Judge/Executive Dan Mos-
ley and members of the Har-
lan County Fiscal Court. 
 While government audit 
reports containing serious find-
ings understandably attract pub-
lic attention, an audit in which 
auditors find no instances of 
noncompliance and no material 
weaknesses is also noteworthy. 
 For taxpayers, it means the 
people entrusted with manag-
ing county government financ-
es have again come through 
the state’s annual examination 
without the types of findings 
that can signal deficiencies in 
financial oversight, record-
keeping or compliance.
 The complete audit is 
available through the Kentucky 
Auditor of Public Accounts.

Harlan County Fiscal 
Court Receives Clean 
Audit From State
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SKCTC Gifts Former Cumberland 
High School Property to City
eral possibilities to repurpose 
the facility in ways that would 
benefit Cumberland and the 
broader region. These efforts 
included an extensive feasibil-
ity study and two grant-fund-
ed initiatives focused on es-
tablishing a regional recovery 
and workforce training center. 
However, the combined chal-
lenges of redevelopment costs 
and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic prevented those plans from 
moving forward.

 “We understand the deep 
history and emotional connec-
tion this facility holds, and we 
regret that the property has re-
mained unused,” said Harrison. 
“Donating it to the City gives 
Cumberland the opportunity to 
pursue new possibilities while 
ensuring the site remains a lo-
cal asset.”
 Cumberland Mayor 
Charles Raleigh said the city 
plans to pursue funding oppor-
tunities to revitalize portions of 

the former CHS facility and ex-
plore new uses that would ben-
efit the community.
 “The City and I have many 
dreams for the high school 
building and there are so many 
possibilities,” said Raleigh. “It 
could be used for business use, 
a hotel, ambulance services, or 
potentially moving the city hall 
to that location. The future will 
depend on available funding 
and community support, but we 
are excited to begin exploring 
what comes next for this im-
portant landmark.”
 Harlan County Schools 
Superintendent Brett W. John-
son expressed appreciation for 
the agreement that preserves 
access to the softball field.
 “We are grateful for the 
commitment demonstrated by 
both SKCTC and the City of 
Cumberland to preserving con-
tinued access to these fields for 
Harlan County Public Schools 
and our students,” Johnson 
said. “These facilities are a 
valuable asset to our students 
and the broader community, 
providing opportunities to par-
ticipate in athletics while de-
veloping teamwork, leadership, 
school spirit, and pride.”
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