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_ ]- 1| UNION COUNTY HIGH School students, cheerleaders, band members, and

football team observed Patriot Day last Friday in observance of the sacri-

| fice made by American during the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in

New York City, Washington, D.C.,and Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

Summer Fades, Grandchildren Teach

By Becky Greenwell
bgreenw2@bellsouth.
net

Another summer
has come and gone.
Well, almost gone, but
for the most part after
Labor Day weekend and
schools are in session, it
is pretty much fall.

The fall decorations
have been pulled out of
storage along with the
pumpkins, straw bales
and “Happy Fall Y’all”
signs. All the decorat-
ing is finished in time
for the annual Morgan-
field Corn Festival.

Just about every-
one’s fall spirit is show-
ing. Everyone except
me that is. I'like the fall
weather, I like the fall
decorations, and I like
the fall smells. I also
like opening the doors
and letting the cooler
breezes come through
the screen door and
through the open win-
dow on the opposite
side of the house. It
really lets the fresh air
flow through the house.

My problem with
fall is I can’t enjoy it.

If only I could just
live in the moment.
While the cool breezes
are coming through my
front door, I sit there
thinking about the
harsher cold winds of
Old Man Winter which
are not far behind.

Summer is my favor-
ite season. We are such
good friends. Even as
a child I loved my bare-
foot summers, picnics
in the back yard, water-
melon seed fights, and

neighborhood pickup
baseball games in the
empty lot.

As an adult my sum-
mers are just as fun.
I love sandals and flip
flops, bare feet when
I’m washing the car or
watering flowers on the
patio, the blue sky and
fluffy white clouds, the
smell of freshly mowed
grass, and lilac bushes

bursting with the per-
fume of all the blooms,
and gentle summer
rains.

Now my best season
is fading fast and fall
weather is not going to
wait.

When you think of

time as happenings
and not days it really
becomes  depressing.

I think to myself: the
Corn Festival is here,
then there will be Hal-
loween, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas. The hol-
idays are followed by
January and February
which are so cold, dark,
and drab. I can’t go an-
other day.

I look forward to
March. March will start
things brightening up.
The first birthday cel-
ebration of the year in
my family is in March as
well as our anniversary.
It is time to celebrate
and to look forward to
the return of summer.

Our granddaughter
has a birthday in Jan-
uary, but we celebrate
that in December with
all the December birth-
days. January is not a
month to have celebra-
tions.

For the moment I
will try to enjoy some
of the fall weather as
my summer fades. I will
try to celebrate the sea-
son day by day and not
by happenings. I prom-
ise I will try to enjoy
the next 100 days till
Christmas without get-
ting stressed.

Fall does have
one other advantage
though. Every fall has
Grandparents’ Day.

I’m a veteran at be-
ing a grandparent and
my grandchildren, are
without a doubt, the
smartest, cutest, most
precious, witty crea-
tures who ever walked
the face of this earth.
They have taught me
the art of being a grand-
parent.

It doesn’t seem like
I have been a grandpar-
ent for very long, but it
has been 30 years now.
From the 11 grown
grandchildren, and now
three great-grandchil-
dren ages two years, 3
months, and 6 weeks
old, I have Ilearned
many lessons.

Grandchildren have
added so much to what
my children taught me.

My children showed
me patience is hard to
come by. Grandchildren
taught me that patience
is something to let go
and enjoy.

My children showed
me discipline was an
everyday effort. Grand-
children taught me life
can be more fun without
being a disciplinarian.

My children showed
me why I wanted clean
bedrooms, clean clothes
in the drawers, dirty
clothes in the hamper,
and everything else in
their place.

Grandchildren taught
me sometimes perfect

isn’t perfect. Week-
ends at Mackey’s and
Granddaddy’s can re-
sult in messy bedrooms,
dirty and clean clothes
mixed, and mealtimes
don’t have to be meat
and vegetables, with a
healthy drink. Some-
times popcorn, choco-
late chip cookies, and
sweet tea are great pic-
nics on the living room
floor.

Most of all, my
grandchildren taught
me to relax, laugh and
not be so serious. Life is
fleeting.

That is why there is
Grandparents Day. A
time to celebrate the
love between the elderly
and the young, a time
to appreciate living
day-to-day, and know
that with each changing
season real life happens
and it is to be enjoyed.

Goodbye summer,
hello fall, and winter
bring it on, because I
know spring is just over
a couple of hills and
around a few curves,
and summer beckons.

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FOOD SERVICE DEPARTMENT
The Union County Public School District will be participating in the
National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Pro-
gram. As part of this program, Union County Public Schools will of-
fer healthy meals every school day at no cost to the student due to
the implementation of the Community Eligibility Provision for school
year 2026 - 2027. Students will be able to participate in these meal
programs without having to pay a fee or submit a household ap-
plication.

For more information, you may contact Nikki Hancock at 270-389-
1694 or email at nikki.hancock@union.kyschools.us.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA,
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discrimi-
nating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability,
age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a
public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies
and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of com-
munication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, au-
diotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State
or local Agency that administers the program or contact USDA
through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and
TTY). Additionally, program information may be made available in
languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at
How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter
all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Av-
enue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax:
(202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Shirley

Union County Public Library

Santa’s Workshop

Sunday, Nov. 22"| 1-5pm

Reservations for vendor booths start Sept. 14"

Booth availabilty is limited and space will be
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis

A $20 donation is required for each vendor
Each vendor may bring one 6ft table and seating
An additional fee of $20 will apply for each extra table

To reserve a booth or for more information, please call
the library at 270.389.1696 and speak with Emily or

All donations go to Grow Morganfield Inc.
presented in partnership with Grow Morganfield Inc.

UNION COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 126 S. MORGAN ST, MORGANFIELD, KY 42437 ~ 270.389.1696 ~ SHIRLEY MERCER, DIRECTOR, EMILY HAMMERS, ASST. DIRECTOR
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