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By Van Yandell
      In the early 1840’s, 
a Hungarian doctor 
named Ignaz Semmel-
weis made a discovery. 
A doctor had performed 
an autopsy. Then he 
went directly to the de-
livery room and deliv-
ered a baby. 
      Soon after the de-
livery, the mother 
died. Semmelweis de-
termined the doctors 
hands were covered in 
a substance that caused 
the mother’s death and 
insisted doctors wash 
their hands often and 
with a cleansing agent.
      He presented evi-
dence their hands were 
transferring “cadaver-
ous particles,” which 
we now call bacteria to 
the mother and baby. As 
a result of his assertion 
and subsequent prac-
tice of extensive hand 
washing by physicians, 
the death rates of ma-
ternity clinics dropped 
significantly from eigh-
teen percent down to 
one to two percent. 
      In 1847 Semmelweis 
demanded doctors wash 
their hands in a chlori-
nated lime solution be-
fore being in physical 
contact with patients. 
      Had they read the 
Bible, they would have 
known God knew, and 
published in Leviticus, 
the necessity of wash-
ing hands under run-
ning water. This simple 
action could have saved 
many; written over 
three-thousand years 
before their actions of 
ignorance killed the 
first mother and baby. 
      Leviticus 15: 13 
“And when he that hath 
an issue is cleansed 
of his issue; then he 
shall number to him-
self seven days for his 
cleansing, and wash his 
clothes, and bathe his 
flesh in running water, 
and shall be clean.”
      Washing hands in 
running water is now a 
common practice in op-
erating rooms around 
the world. Washing in 
a pot of still water only 
circulates and redis-
tributes the germs. 
      Microorganisms were 
first seen under hand-
made microscopes in 
the 1670’s. Connecting 
them to diseases did not 
occur until the 1860’s 
when numerous exper-
iments proved the con-
nection.
      By surgeons know-
ing to thoroughly wash 
their hands, many lives 
were saved that may 
have otherwise died a 
horrible death. 
      The Bible also teach-
es quarantine which 
is another disease pre-
venting measure. Le-
viticus 13: 46 “All the 
days wherein the plague 
shall be in him he shall 
be defiled; he is unclean: 
he shall dwell alone; 

without the camp shall 
his habitation be.”
      We saw quarantine 
practiced extensively 
during the covid years. 
By keeping those with 
infectious diseases 
away from the healthy, 
the spread appeared to 
be restrained.
      Perhaps people prior 
to the discovery of the 
Western Hemisphere 
should have also read 
the scriptures. People 
mostly believed before 
500 years ago the earth 
was flat and was sta-
tionary in space. 
      Job 26: 7 “He stretch-
eth out the north over 
the empty place, and 
hangeth the earth upon 
nothing.” Obvious-
ly, God knew and the 
writer of Job realized 
the earth is constantly 
spinning and in an or-
bital path around our 
star (the sun). Those 
movements keep us in 
orbit and keep us from 
falling into the sun.
      them out as a tent to 
dwell in.”
      Bible scholars mostly 
agree Isaiah was writ-
ten between 800 and 
600 BC. God, of course, 
has the advantage of ob-
serving our planet from 
anywhere including 
outer space.
      A circle can be a flat 
disc but from a few 
thousand miles above 
the earth, it can be ob-
served rotating on an 
axis thus indicating a 
sphere. 
      Prior to a few hun-
dred years ago, many 
believed the earth was 
flat and stationary in 
space. In the third cen-
tury BC however, Ar-
istotle observed the 
earths curved shadow 
on the moon and hy-
pothesized the earth 
was round and moving. 
      At the time, many 
saw him as a lunatic for 
even suggesting such 
an absurdity. Conven-
tional wisdom is many 
times not wisdom at 
all. Generational hand-
ed-down information 
is also, at times, inac-
curate. Always read 
the scriptures to know 
what God says.
      Prior to the placing 
of the space telescopes 
by NASA (Hubble 1990 
and James Webb 2021), 
some astronomers 
claimed that someday, 
they would chart and 
name the stars. 
      Jeremiah 33: 22a 
“As the host of heaven 
cannot be numbered, 
neither the sand of the 
sea measured.” God and 
Jeremiah told us 2700 
years ago there were so 
many stars they could 
not be counted; astron-
omers are now in agree-
ment, that is correct!
      With the space tele-
scopes we are now told 
there are billions of 
galaxies, most of those 
having billions of stars. 

Counting the stars in 
the heavens would be 
like trying to count the 
grains of sand on all the 
world’s beaches. 
      When we come to 
the understanding that 
God knows more than 
we do, then we can come 
to grip with the truth 
of the scriptures. 
      Several have been 
credited with the state-
ment “If one knows a lit-
tle about the Bible he is 
an atheist; if he knows a 
lot about the Bible he is 
a believer in God.” 
      God told us about 
the currents in the seas 
(Psalm 8: 8), proper 
nutrition (Leviticus 11 
and Deuteronomy 14), 
photosynthesis (Gen-
esis 1: 1-3) and many 
other science related 
topics.
      Whereas we under-
stand God gave us tre-
mendous information 
thousands of years 
ago that no man could 
have known, perhaps 
we should listen when 
He tells us about His 
Christ being the Savior 
of the world!
      The Bible teaches 
there is only one eter-
nal salvation. That is 
by a faith based belief 
(Ephesians 2: 8) that 
Christ Jesus was cruci-
fied (Matthew 27: 35) 
for the remission of sin 
(Romans 4: 25), resur-
rected (Matthew 28: 6) 
and ascended alive into 
Heaven (Acts 1: 9). 
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-- PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE TO PUBLIC CONCERNING

WAVERLY BOARD OF 
ZONING ADJUSTMENTS HEARING

Notice is hereby given that Brandy Tucker, 1086 Hitesville Rd., 
Waverly has applied to the Board of Zoning Adjustments for the 
following reason:

Request the issuance of a conditional use permit to place a 
prefabricated single-family residence while inhabiting an ex-
isting camper as a temporary residence through construction 
on her property at 121 Blessed Martin Road in Waverly in an 
R-1, Low Density Residential, zone. 

This request is made in accordance with Section 207 and 
402.2(L) of the Municipal Zoning Ordinance.

A Board of Adjustments hearing on this proposal will be held at 
5:00 P.M. on Thursday, October 1, 2026, at the Waverly City Hall.

All parties wishing to be heard are hereby requested to be pres-
ent.

Cheyenne Householder, Chairperson
9/23c


