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FOR SALE
6’9” x 9’8”

TRAILER
Wood Floor

Sides Detach To Be Used
As Ramps

Extra Set of Rims

$80000
 Cash Only (As Is)

Great for hauling firewood, riding mower, or 
other small equipment

(270) 635-2041
Sebree, KY

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE FOLLOWING ESTATE HAVE BEEN PROBATED IN UNION 
DISTRICT COURT. PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS TO FILE 
AGAINST SAID ESTATES MUST FILE SAME NOT LATER THAN 
SIX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF THE 
FIDUCIARY.

Estate of Eva Clara Hendrickson. Executor/Administrator: Mary Ju-
dith Crowdus, 1175 State Route 141-North, Morganfield, KY 42437. 
Date of appointment March 5, 2026. Attorney: Charles Wiliamson, 
C. Michael Williamson, Attorney-at-Law, 209 West Main Street, 
P.O. Box 4, Morganfield, KY 42437.

Estate of Troy Utley. Executor/Administrator: Eva Skimehorn, 201 
One Eye Ridge Road, Morganfield, KY 42437. Date of appointment 
March 5, 2026.

Estate of William B. Holt, Jr. Executor/Administrator: David Matting-
ly, 337 Tartan Road, Henderson, KY 42420. Date of appointment 
March 5, 2026.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE JIM Gooch, Jr. is pictured here as he studied 
legialation during last week’s session of  the Kentucky General Assembly.

SENATE MAJORITY CAUCUS Chair Robby Mills, R-Henderson, registers 
his vote on Senate Bill 193, an act related to crimes and punishments, on 
the Senate floor last week.

By Van Yandell
      Romans 3: 10 & 12 
“As it is written, There 
is none righteous, no, 
not one. They are all 
gone out of the way, 
they are together be-
come unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one.”
      We humans have an 
inclination to observe 
and form opinions 
of others much more 
readily than ourselves. 
We are fortunate and 
God-blessed that God is 
our judge and not other 
people.
      Unfortunately how-
ever, our great failure 
is to ignore our own 
inconsistencies. Even 
when we know at times, 
our actions are wrong; 
we make excuses for our 
weaknesses. Justifying 
in one’s own mind the 
sin, doesn’t make it not 
a sin.
      I will never forget 
a statement made by 
a teacher in graduate 
school. The class was in-
dustrial design; it was 
intended to open our 
minds as well as devel-
op design insights and 
possibilities. 
      The statement was 
“Always be your own 
severest critic.” Those 
words have echoed in 
my thoughts for many 
years and the many 
aspects of our lives it 
which that concept ap-
plies.
      To judge ourselves 
is probably an action 
that would circumvent 
God’s authority. But 

to evaluate ones self is 
not only acceptable, it 
is necessary for a bal-
anced existence. 
      Being my own “sever-
est critic” has caused 
me a lot of heartache 
and others might pos-
sibly see themselves in 
that light. Being con-
stantly observant of 
our thoughts, words 
and actions is a con-
scious effort at first and 
can become a curse. 
      Of course we must ex-
amine our words before 
stated aloud, “Are they 
necessary?” “Might 
they be hurtful?” “Will 
they be understood?”
      Does anyone actu-
ally do that? We often 
speak before we think 
and later regret those 
words. The idiom “You 
can’t un-ring a bell” 
has been attributed to 
several. Its implication 
is consistent and very 
true. Once words are 
spoken, the effect can 
be long-lasting.
      People are more like-
ly to remember what we 
say that is hurtful than 
what we say that is good. 
Proverbs 18: 21 “Death 
and life are in the power 
of the tongue: and they 
that love it shall eat the 
fruit thereof.”
      At creation, God 
gave mankind the abili-
ty to communicate. The 
U.S. constitution gives 
Americans freedom of 
speech.
      Just as the ability 
to communicate was 
abused at the building 
of the Tower of Ba-

bel (Genesis 11), the 
freedom of speech has 
been drastically abused 
by people today in all 
walks of life.
      Sad to say, the free-
doms of communication 
and speech are ignored 
by many Christians. 
Our freedom and man-
date is to share the Gos-
pel of our Jesus to a lost 
and dying world. 
      I was once asked 
(by an individual that 
knew absolutely noth-
ing about Christianity 
or the Holy Bible) con-
cerning the word “be-
lieve” in John 3: 16, 
“Just exactly what am I 
supposed to believe? 
      It is difficult to 
explain the Biblical 
connection in the Old 
Testament about the 
sacrificial death of Je-
sus on the cross in de-
tail and make it clear 
what the crucifixion 
involved. To say “Jesus 
died for the remission 
of sin” is complete for 
initial salvation pur-
poses but to describe in 
detail the process and 
His ultimate sacrifice 
may initially be too de-
tailed. 
      As one matures in 
their Christian life 
through Bible study 
and other sources, the 
specifics of crucifixion 
become a strengthening 
awareness. 
      The process of cruci-
fixion is a horrible and 
painful method of cap-
ital punishment. Cruci-
fixion was preceded by 
a flogging with a whip 

which consisted of thir-
ty-nine lashes with a 
flagrum (or flagellum). 
      That instrument had 
nine strips of leather 
tied on a wooden han-
dle. On the ends of the 
strips were cutting ob-
jects that pierced the 
skin and flesh of the vic-
tim deeply and caused 
tremendous blood loss. 
      Many victims of 
the scourging died of 
shock or blood loss. Je-
sus lived through the 
beating and was con-
sequently nailed to a 
cross (Colossians 2: 13-
14). Some were disem-
boweled and at times, 
the crucifiers smeared 
feces in the wounds to 
cause infection which 
increased the suffering.
      Any way we address 
the subject, Jesus suf-
fered immeasurably for 
the eternal salvation of 
the world. The victory 
for believers is the res-
urrection.
      Matthew 28: 5-6 “And 
the angel answered and 
said unto the women, 
Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. 
He is not here: for he is 
risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the 
Lord lay.”
      “He is risen” are the 
some of the sweetest 
words in the Bible. The 
tomb was not powerful 
enough to hold our Je-
sus. Just as He said, He 
rebuilt the Temple of 
His body in three days.
      John 2: 19 “Jesus 
answered and said unto 

them, destroy this tem-
ple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” He was 
referring to His own 
death and resurrection. 
      Many saw Jesus after 
His resurrection. How 
many witnesses does it 
require to establish a 
fact? There are numer-
ous cases in the scrip-
tures of those that saw 
Jesus alive after His 
death on the cross. 
      Believing is being 
convinced something is 
real and true. When we 
are asked, what must 
we believe about this 
Jesus, how are we going 
to answer?
      My personal answer 
is born of a virgin/fa-
thered by the spirit of 
God, crucified for the 
remission of sin, res-
urrected from the dead 
and ascended alive into 
Heaven. 
      Jesus’ blood sacrifice 
is scripturally connect-
ed to the animal sac-

rifices in the Old Tes-
tament. Without the 
virgin birth, He could 
not have been that per-
fect (1 Peter 2: 22), 
without the blemish of 
sin, Savior for the sin 
of the world (Deuteron-
omy 17: 1).
      If this article is “not 
about politics.” then 
what is it about? It is 
about the Christian re-
sponsibility to rescue 
the world from eternal 
damnation! Politics is 
from the word policy. 
What is your policy 
concerning the sharing 
of your faith in Christ 
Jesus?
      If Christians don’t 
tell the world about Je-
sus, who is going to?
      Van Yandell is a re-
tired Industrial Arts 
teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist and 
commissioned mis-
sionary. His email is 
vmy3451@gmail.com

It’s Not About Politics

	 An open letter to our city ser-
vants: Kudos for Sturgis’ Mayor 
and City Council:
	 I guess you could call me a 
repatriated expat. I was born 
on Dodge Hill (the real one, not 
the coal pile) a long time ago. My 
4th back great-grand-dad and 
his brother donated the land on 
which both Old Bethel and Lit-
tle Bethel churches were built.  
I graduated from SHS (much 
to Mrs. Ringo’s delight), mar-
ried Shirlley Mansfield at Bells 
Mines CP Church and left Stur-
gis almost 70 years ago.
	 When I “came home” in 2022, 
my home town wasn’t the town I 
left. It broke my heart to drive 
“down town” and around the old 
neighborhoods. The mood among 
those I talked to was mostly re-
signed to “just the way things 
are.” But…
	 Among the few there was a 
sense of determined hope. The 
apathy of resignation was giving 
way to “a new day.” Those who 
had “let it go” has been replaced 
by some who believed in “we can 
do it.” A good home cleaning 
replaced the former leadership 
with an onward and upward 

looking group of Sturgis lovers 
who saw the silver lining instead 
of the clouds. And now there’s 
an attitude of determination 
among the leadership that is set-
ting things right. The “almost 
hopeless” public water system 
is yielding to repairs that have 
reduced the water loss from 50 
percent plus to 26 percent. Der-
elict houses and lots are yield-
ing to either redemption or the 
wrecking ball. Over-grown va-
cant lots are being cleared. The 
downtown now has some cars on 
both sides—no store (yet)—but 
thriving businesses. AND WE 
HAVE AT LEAST THREE NEW 
BUSINESSES, within the past 
year: a wonderful, full stocked 
hardware store and two health 
clinics. To drive from 5th Street 
up Main Street to the flood wall 
is a pleasing drive along a clean 
street, well-kept yards, pleasant 
homes and an air of a thumbs-
up-we’re-on-our way about our 
town.
	 And to whom do owe this new 
feeling of optimism? First, the 
people—those who, at the polls, 
were willing to elect a council 
and mayor who chose the sil-

ver lining for the city and not 
the money lining for their own 
pockets. And at a sacrifice. This 
week’s Sturgis News (what a God 
send for us that we have a pro-
fessional hometown newspaper 
that rival any small town paper 
anywhere, IMO), this paper re-
ported that our council members 
have been getting  $1800 and the 
mayor $10,000 per year. That is 
a sacrifice, folks, pure, loving 
sacrifice. Now the proposed is to 
pay the mayor $35,000—not bad 
for us—because it’s a job that, 
in most places, would be paying 
$75,000, minimum.
	 Things are looking up, folks. 
Let’s get behind our council and 
Mayor and put our town on the 
map as one of America’s best 
small towns in which to live and 
raise a family.
	 THANK YOU MAYOR AD-
AMS AND COUNCIL MEM-
BERS FOR A JOB WELL DONE.
	 I invite all who love our little 
slice of Paradise Found to join 
me in seeing that these folks do 
not serve in a thankless job.
		  Graves Collins
		  SHS 1952
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