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Inn — off Exit 38 (now the
site of Baymont Inn) and op-
erated The Charcoal House,
a popular meeting spot for
many years. They then built
a motel off Exit 41 with an
attached restaurant, The Hay-
market, the site of the new
GoTime complex.

In later years, Handy was
also instrumental in the de-
velopment of the Sheppard
Family Basketball Court at
the London-Laurel Wellness
Park, which recognizes for-
mer UK basketball standouts,
Jeff Sheppard and wife Staci,
as well as their daughter Mad-
ison and son, Reed Sheppard.

Reed Sheppard played for
the University of Kentucky
for one season before being a
#3 draft pick currently play-
ing for the Houston Rockets.
The park sign recognizes all
regional and state team mem-
bers from Laurel County.

Danny Evans, who worked
with Handy as a prosecutor
for 25 years, described Handy
as not only a co-worker but a
mentor and close friend.

“Tom hired me as Assistant

Commonwealth’s Attorney in
1978 and I worked with him
until his retirement in 2003.
He was outstanding in the
legal field, in jury trials, an
excellent public speaker and a
great friend,” Evans said.

Handy’s dedication to serv-
ing justice and serving vic-
tims was an impactful role as
Commonwealth’s  Attorney.
He prosecuted many high
profile cases including mur-
ders.

“Tom would take on diffi-
cult tasks that he didn’t have
to, such as several capital
murder cases,” Evans contin-
ued. “He was a mentor to me.
Every young attorney needs a
Tom Handy in their life.”

That sentiment was sec-
onded by members of the
London-Laurel Tourist Com-
mission. Executive Director
Kim Collier praised Handy’s
contributions to the commis-
sion and tourism in general.

“Tom was a great leader
and mentor. He always made
thoughtful decisions about the
business of the tourist com-
mission. He was a wealth of
knowledge about the tourism
industry and after 47 years
with the commission, I would
call him an expert on the sub-

ject. Tom never backed down
from a good debate and man,
those debates could be long,”
she said. “I learned a lot
working with Tom over the
last 14 years and I am thank-
ful to have had that opportuni-
ty. I know I can speak for the
entire commission when I say
we will all miss his guidance
and friendship. Our prayers
are with his family at this
time.”

London-Laurel County
Tourist Commission Chair Ja-
mie Harrison also commend-
ed Handy for his dedication to
the community.

“Tom Handy’s passing is
a profound loss for the com-
munity. He was deeply pas-
sionate about growing Lon-
don and Laurel County into
a true tourist destination. His
leadership, insight and dedi-
cation left a lasting mark and
his guidance and wisdom will
be greatly missed by all knew
him.

“Besides  his  volunteer
work in tourism, Tom was
someone who cared about
people and the future of this
community,” Harrison con-
tinued. “His vision and com-
mitment will continue to
inspire those who carry his

Tom Handy stands with his wife Bonnie. | PHOTO CONTRIB-
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efforts forward. His legacy
will live on in the progress he
helped create and the lives he
touched.”

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Jackie Steele volunteered to
work under Handy, coming
on board in 2002, just prior to
Handy’s retirement.

“I came in and worked
under Danny Evans as Com-
monwealth’s Attorney. Grow-
ing up, I heard of Tom Handy
— he was known as a skilled
prosecutor and he set a bar

that others all over the state
followed,” Steele said. “He
gave back to the community
in many ways — through Op-
eration UNITE, Leadership
Tri-County, child advocacy,
victims rights, and tourism.
It was an honor to work with
him. He was always looking
to do good for the community
and for other people. He has
left some large footprints that
will never be filled.”

“A dedicated public ser-
vant and Christian man who

lived his faith, Mr. Handy
was at the helm during Oper-
ation UNITE’s transformative
years,” stated UNITE Presi-
dent & CEO Tom Vicini. “He
witnessed its creation and
growth to be the most effec-
tive and comprehensive an-
ti-drug program in Kentucky
— if not the nation. He put
aside political and socio-eco-
nomic differences to bring
positive change for all citizens
of our great Commonwealth.”

In expressing their condo-
lences, Leadership Tri-Coun-
ty stated in a Facebook post,
“His legacy lives on in the
nearly 600 alumni who con-
tinue to lead, serve and work
toward a more unified South-
eastern Kentucky. He also is
the namesake for our Laurel
County student scholarship
given each year. Thank you,
Tom!”

Handy is survived by his
wife, Bonnie; his son, Starr
Handy and wife Amy; daugh-
ter Dennie Beth Mills and
husband Matt; brother, Jim
Handy and wife Kathy; and
two nephews, Jason Handy
and Jimmie Handy.

No memorial arrangements
were available at press time
Tuesday.
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arraignment at 9 am.
Wednesday.
Weddle was indicted

March 31 by a Laurel Coun-
ty grand jury on four counts
related to alleged campaign
finance violations. As previ-
ously reported, the charges
stem from accusations that
Weddle made unlawful cam-
paign contributions in De-
cember 2022 to the Andy
Beshear gubernatorial cam-
paign and the Kentucky
Democratic Party, exceeding
state limits.

In the newly filed mem-
orandum  supporting the
request, Weddle’s attorney
argues that Laurel County is
not the proper location for the
case to be prosecuted because
Weddle was out of the coun-
try at the time the donations
are reported to have occurred.

The filing includes as an
exhibit a MYBA charter
agreement for a yacht indi-
cating Weddle’s party was
cruising the Bahamas from
Dec. 22 through Dec. 31.

“Venue for this case is
clearly improper in Laurel
County,” the motion states,
asserting that Kentucky law

requires such cases to be han-
dled either in Franklin Coun-
ty or in the county where the
contributions were “solicited,
made, or accepted.”

According to the filing,
none of those actions oc-
curred in Laurel County.

“It is beyond dispute that
the contributions at issue
were not ‘solicited, made, or
accepted’ in Laurel County,”
the motion states, further
claiming the contributions
were made from outside the
United States and processed
through an out-of-state finan-
cial service.

The defense also argues
that both the Beshear cam-
paign and the Kentucky
Democratic Party are based
in Franklin County, reinforc-
ing its claim that the case
should be transferred there.

“Thus, the only statutori-
ly permitted venue for this
prosecution is indisputably
somewhere other than Laurel
County,” the filing states.

The motion goes on to re-
quest that the court formally
transfer the case, stating that
“the Court should transfer
the case to the appropriate
venue,” and concluding that
“Franklin County appears to
be the appropriate venue for
this case all the way around.”
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2 bedroom apartment. 3 miles
from Aisin Auto in Lily. Washer,
dryer and dishwasher included.
No pets
$650 per month
$650 deposit
1st months rent due at same.
Call 606-312-1071

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following vehicle will be
sold to pay for all towing and
storage fees unless the bill is
paid in full to Tolliver’s Towing.
Vehicle to be sold: 2017 Ford
Escape SE, registered to
Brenda Singleton,

348 Kentucky 225 Unit 406
Barbourville, Ky. 40906.
VIN#1FMCU9G9XFUC27817.
This vehicle to be sold on
June 1, 2026
Tolliver’s Towing London, Ky.
Ph: (606)309-4742

OR j PUBLIC NOTICE

Ads

Joe’s Collision LLC located
at 2600 South Laurel Road,
London, KY 40744, (606) 878-
0351 has repairs and storage
fees for a 2022 Nissan Altima
SV, grey VIN#1N4BL4DVONN
388893, from June 24, 2025.
Customer and owner(s) Eliza-
beth A. Warren / Pete Warren
have abandoned said vehicle.
Joe’s Collission, LLC will sell
the above mentioned vehicle
to recover the cost of services
rendered and storage on
Tuesday, May 4, 2026 at 8am
Eastern Standard time. If the
owner(s) and/or lien or other
interested holder does not
respond with payment.

Call 606-528-2464 and
ask for Trish to place

your line ad here

The filing also referenc-
es the Kentucky Registry of
Election Finance, noting that
while the agency investigated
the matter, it “has not made
any referral of this matter for
criminal prosecution,” and
that its general counsel pre-
viously found Weddle’s con-
duct to be “unknowing.”

As previously reported,
the indictment alleges Wed-

dle made more than 20 con-
tributions using his personal
credit card while listing other
individuals as donors — a
practice commonly referred
to as “straw donations.”
The reported totals includ-
ed approximately $18,000
to Beshear’s campaign and
$75000 to the Kentucky
Democratic Party, both above
legal limits.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

MT. MORGAN
APARTMENTS

Now taking
applications for
1, 2 & 3 bedroom units

MON, TUE & THURS.
9:30am-2pm
FRI 4:30pm-6pm
1-606-549-4963
TTY: 1-800-648-6056

CARPET

GORBIN Ak
NEXJ SO0 ATD]
VINYL « TILE » WOOD
FINANGINGAVAITABLE]
Phone: (606)528-4770

1 Spot - 1 Mo.

In a prior statement, Wed-
dle’s attorney said the contri-
butions were identified and
refunded, and described the
charges as politically moti-
vated.

When reached for com-
ment, Lauren Adams, com-
munications  director  for
Kentucky Attorney General
Russell Coleman, said the
office could not comment at

this time.

“The Kentucky Supreme
Court’s rule on trial publicity
limits information the office
can provide publicly and at
this point, we are unable to
comment further,” Adams
said.

As of press time, Weddle
is still scheduled to appear in
Laurel Circuit Court Wednes-
day morning for arraignment.

- %20 - Double Spot - 1 Mo.

includes 4 days in Times Tribune & 4 days in Sentinel Echo
* EXCLUDES HOMES/MOBILE HOMES FOR RENT OR FOR SALE

LAWN CARE SERVICE

2540

TREE SERVICE

PENN BROOK
LANDSCAPING &
LAWN CARE
Tree Service & Removal
Any lawn maintenance
Leaf Removal
Property maintenance
| can do it all
Call 606-515-2150

LAWN MOWING

| will mow your yard with
your lawn mower.
Starting at 45
Call 606-215-3285

TREE SERVICE

)

> Gray Tree Service

606-595-2490

Call

RAKED .

SER
Tr|mm|ng Topping
3 '; ,'.and Removing
j Stump Grinding, Firewood
Owner/Forester Baker

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

606-864-3010
BELIEVE IN JESUS.

STORAGE

 TRICOUNTY,
STORAGE

BUSINESS &
RESIDENTIAL STORAGE

e Climate Controlled
Units Available
www.tricountystorage.net

=i
606-528-3404




