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County completes broadband internet
project, amends business park agreement

BLAKE VICKERS
RICHMOND REGISTER

BEREA — The Madison
County Fiscal Court is cel-
ebrating after the comple-
tion of a years-long broad-
band internet expansion
project with Spectrum. The
county’s efforts to expand
internet access, particu-
larly to rural areas, began
as a side effect of the pan-
demic. As a result of those
efforts, gigabit internet ser-
vices were brought to over
5,000 homes and busi-
nesses in Madison County.
With the College Hill,
Kirksville, Speedwell, and
Dreyfus areas among the
places where services were
expanded.

“The update is that
those projects have now
been completed,” said Ben
U’Selis of Spectrum. “That
is the work we’ve done
with this county, with a
lot of other entities... to
extend fiber broadband to
more than 5,000 homes
in this county. That does
not include the hundreds
of miles of fiber that we
already had in Berea and
Richmond.”

According to U’Selis,
Spectrum invested over
S12 million into the proj-
ect to bring over 550 miles
of fiber through the coun-
ty. For their part, the Fiscal
Court invested $750,000
into the project. The rest of
the funding was padded out
through state grants and
federal funding.

“We’ve been on month-
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ly calls with Judge (Taylor),
Jill (Williams), and Chris
(Israel) talking about this
project. Not only provid-
ing updates, but bringing in
utilities companies. Because
a large part of this proj-

ect was attaching to utili-

ty poles throughout rural
Madison County. More
than 10,000 poles across
the county we touched,”
U’Selis said.

2,000 to 3,000 poles
were replaced in that pro-
cess.

Magistrate Tom Botkin
reflected on the origins of
the project. He recalled it’s

pandemic-era origins.

“You have to go back to
2020 to realize what start-
ed all of this. We had kids
at home that didn’t have
the ability to go to a pub-
lic library or some other
place where they could get
access to just do the sim-
plifying thing needed for
their schooling. That’s
what started all of this. It’s
been a long road and you
guys have been amazing all
the way through it,” Botkin
said.

Judge Executive Reagan
Taylor thanked the
Spectrum team for their

consistent communication
with the county through-
out the project. He thinks
it ultimately made the pro-
cess go along faster than it
would have.

“Sometimes constitu-
ents thought we were tak-
ing too long. But it was a
big endeavor. and I'm glad
we're here together at the
end,” Taylor said.

CENTRAL KY BUSINESS
PARK AUTHORITY
AMENDMENT
The Fiscal Court made

an amendment to their
agreement with the Central

Kentucky Business Park
Authority. The region-
al economic development
interlocal cooperation
agreement was initial-
ly made on Dec. 5, 2024.
As part of that agreement,
the Madison County Fiscal
Court needs to notify all of
its partners about financing
or property acquisitions.
In this case, the planned
site of the 722.14 acre
industrial park on 2494
Lexington Road, which will
be acquired by the Central
Kentucky Business Park
Authority.

“In a nutshell as a

review, what this means is
that the interlocal agree-
ment that was established
in 2024 outlined that...
they had to notify all part-
ners of any financing or
any acquisition of property.
and so this is the Central
Kentucky Business Park’s
notification as an amend-
ment to that interlocal
agreement,” Deputy Judge
Executive Jill Williams said.
“Obviously we all know
that the Commonwealth of
Kentucky has approved S20
million for the land acqui-
sition through House Bill
900 administered by the
Economic Development
Cabinet. But no local gov-
ernment will guarantee

the loan or pledge any tax-
ing power for repayment...
There is no obligation for
the Fiscal Court for what
the Central Kentucky
Business Park is transpir-
ing.”

The amendment was
passed as part of Resolution
2026-098, with all but
Magistrate Billy Ray
Hughes (who was consis-
tently voted against the
progression of the business
park) voting to support it.

OTHER BUSINESS

Bethany Smith and
Connie Baird were both
granted another term
on the Madison County
Cooperative Extension
Board. The Fiscal Court
also approved of the meet-
ing schedule for the 2027
Calendar year.

HAVEN
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range, the youngest guest
they’ve housed was 18 and
the oldest was 80. The
average age of their guests
is 45.

“Our oldest guest right
now is 80-years-old. He
is an older gentleman, just
dgoing through a circum-
stance and all of the sudden
finds himself unhoused.
There’s not substance
abuse, there’s not mental
illness. It is just some cir-
cumstances that has ended
him to be unhoused,”
Barnes said.

47% of Haven of Hope’s
guest have come from
within Richmond. 7%
have come from Berea,
while 20% have come from
Madison County outside of
either city’s limits. 26% of
guests who have come to
Haven of Hope from other
Kentucky counties or from
different states. Barnes
noted that around five cur-
rent guests are working
to get back to their home
states.

40% of the guests
at Haven of Hope have
been the victim of crime.
According to Barnes, many
of the people who pass
through the shelter did so

out of unfortunate circum-
stance and nothing more.
“A lot of our guests truly
are a victim of just a bad
circumstance. Whether it
be crime or medical bills
that piled up. Or, you
know, a family member has
put them out all the sud-
den. There’s not a lot of
substance use at the shelter
with our intakes that come
in. Very few report that
they are in active addic-
tion or have been addicted.
Mental illness is our other

biggest need,” Barnes said.

Haven of Hope works
closely with communi-
ty partners like New Vista
to help residents who are
struggling with mental ill-
ness.

Barnes took pride in the
fact that 73 of Haven of
Hope’s guests have tran-
sitioned into new housing.
For the majority of them,
it’s been a room to rent or
anew apartment, though
others have moved in with
loved ones. The most

recent Haven of Hope guest
to find housing just moved
into an apartment on Nov.
10 after staying at the shel-
ter for 263 days. The indi-
vidual was able to find a job
and save up enough money
for their own place.

Barnes noted that find-
ing steady work can be a
big challenge for some of
the residents at the Haven
of Hope.

“Sometimes it takes
some time to get a job...
Maybe they walk through

the door not looking like
you are [ do. Maybe they
look a little different.
Maybe they act a little dif-
ferent. Still, we are all
human. We are all capable
of working and bettering
ourselves,” Barnes said.
Haven of Hope has
helped 36 guests go into
treatment for substance
use disorder. The shelter is
low-barrier for entry. They
don’t drug test and allow
pets at entry. However, if
drug use is suspected, resi-

dents are tested.

“We have a lot of rules
to keep everyone safe in the
building. While we don’t
drug test regularly, if I sus-
pect there’s drug use some-
times [ will intervene and
put someone out if I feel it’s
not safe for the other peo-
ple there,” Barnes said.

Barnes said that res-
idents at the shelter are
allowed to stay beyond 30
days if they are actively
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Roberto’s Auto
Repair, LLC
221 North Estill
Avenue
Richmond, KY 40475
(859) 624-0038
This is a public
notice
that the automobile
listed below will
be sold
on
November 18, 2026
at 11:00 a.m.
for storage
VIN #
WBANB53576CP02583
2006 BMW 550
Owner:
Rene Duran Martinez
1917 Deauville Drive
Lexington, KY 40504

It's amazing
what a difference
a day makes.

e Skilled Nursing Care

e Attendant Care

e Scheduling/Coordination
of Medical Visits

e Administration of Meds

e Nutritious Meals/Snacks

e Shopping & Field Trips

¢ Door-to-Door Transport

899-626-5226

forhorizon.com

IRVINE FAMILY
DENTISTRY

* NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

* INVISALIGN BRACES

* ACCEPTS MOST MEDICAID

e MOST DENTAL
INSURANCE PLANS

* COSMETIC DENTISTRY

* IMPLANT CENTER

Jason W. Gay, D.M.D
David T. Monson, D.M.D

10 River Dr. e Irvine

606-723-1000

www.familydentistryofirvine.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTT’S SERVICE CENTER WILL OFFER THE
FOLLOWING VEHICLE FOR SALE IN PURSUIT OF
UNPAID TOW AND STORAGE AND WILL TAKE SEALED
BIDS WILL BE SOLD AS IS WITHOUT
WARRANTY OF ANY KIND

LAST KNOWN OWNER:

MELANIE MCCLURE,

4504 PONDORAY CT.

LOUISVILLE, KY 40241
LEIN HOLDER: CAPITAL ONE AUTO FINANCE, PO

BOX 60511,
INDUSTRY, CALIFORNIA 91716

2015 CHEVY TRAX: VIN # 3GNCJRSB2FL233149

INQUIRY AND BIDS CAN BE MADE DURING BUSI-
NESS HOURS AT
SCOTT’S SERVICE CENTER,
91 JEFFERSON ST, WINCHESTER, KY 40391
IN PURSUIT OF KRS 376.270.275.280.928




