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CHARLOTTE, N.C. — 
Mikel Brown Jr. is focusing 
on rehabbing the back inju-
ry that is keeping him out 
of the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference Tournament. Lou-
isville’s star freshman and 
high-end NBA prospect 
is hoping the time off will 
have him ready for March 
Madness.

“Yeah, it’s hard,” Brown 
said while sitting at his 
locker after missing the 
24th-ranked Cardinals’ 
second-round victory over 
SMU on Wednesday. “But I 
can’t rush God’s plan. Can’t 
rush his plan. And I trust 
him every day.”

I t ’ s  a n  u n w e l c o m e 
repeat of back issues that 
sidelined Brown for eight 
games earlier this season, 
then again for the last two 
games of the regular sea-
son. Louisville announced 
Tuesday that Brown won’t 
play in Charlotte, at least 
creating some question 
about his status for what 
could be his lone NCAA 
Tournament trip if he goes 
the one-and-done route.

Asked if he was 100% 
sure he’d play in the 
NCAAs, Brown said: “Right 
now I’m just focused on 
my rehab more than any-
thing. And when the time 
feels right, I’m going to talk 
to the coaching staff and 
we’re going to come to an 
agreement.”

The 6-foot-5 freshman 
has shown explosive scor-
ing potential this year, 
notably when he shook off 
a slow start in his return 
from the first bout with 
the back injury to have an 
ACC freshman single-game 
record 45 points against 
N.C. State in early Febru-
ary. He followed immedi-

ately with consecutive 
29-point games against Bay-
lor and SMU, and had 20 of 
his 29 points in the first half 
of a December win against 
instate rival Kentucky.

When he’s on, Brown 
is capable of stretching 
and stressing defenses 
with shooting range and 
off-dribble moves. But he’s 
only able to watch his team-
mates play without him and 
try to contribute from the 
sideline.

“In the game he’s talking 
to us, in the timeouts,” 
guard Ryan Conwell said. 
“We definitely miss him 
and his presence on the 
floor, but he’s still there 
making a huge impact.”

Brown didn’t offer spe-
cifics when asked whether 
he’s dealing with pain, say-
ing he’s battling “the nor-
mal thing I had before.” He 
said his back “aggravates 
me throughout the day,” 

and he’s focused on rehab 
such as needling treat-
ments and soft-tissue mas-
sages.

He’s been getting some 
shooting in and riding a 
stationary bike to keep his 
wind up, hoping to make 
steady progress.

But  he knows t ime 
is short to be ready for 
March Madness.

“It’s always been a child-
hood dream, watching it 
every single year,” Brown 
said. “I enjoy it just because 
I feel like it’s the best bas-
ketball in the world. Obvi-
ously, you’ve got the NBA 
Finals and NBA playoffs, 
but I think the atmosphere 
in March Madness is just 
dif ferent because it’s sin-

gle-elimination so every-
thing’s on the line.

“ L i k e  C o a c h  ( P a t ) 
Kelsey said in his inter-
views: we’re just looking 
for me to get to 100%.”

Louisville’s Brown Jr. won’t play at the ACC tourney
He hopes to be 

ready for March 
Madness

Louisville guard Mikel 
Brown Jr., watches the 

action as he stands behind 
forward Khani Rooths (9) 

during the second half an 
NCAA college basketball 
game against SMU in the 

second round of the Atlantic 
Coast Conference tourna-
ment in Charlotte, N.C. on 

Wednesday.

Nell Redmond | Associated Press

BID ADVERTISEMENT
The Hancock County Board of
Education will accept sealed
bids by mail or hand
delivered bids. School Pic-
tures 26/27-27/28 school years
until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, April
21, 2026 at the Board of Edu-
cation Office in Hawesville,
Kentucky. For specifications or
other information, contact the
Board of Education Office or
call (270) 927-6914. The Han-
cock County Board of Educa-
tion reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any or all bids
and to accept irregularities
in the bidding process.
Bid packets may be obtained
at the Hancock County Board
of Education office between
office hours, eight to four,
Monday through Friday or on
the Hancock County Board of
Education website.
(www.hancock.kyschools.us

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

Contact Customer Service at (270) 926-0123, Option 1
or classifieds@messenger-inquirer.com

Monday-Friday 7AM-3PM
Holidays advance deadlines by 24 hours.

PUBLICATION DATE DEADLINE
SUNDAY (E-EDITION)
MONDAY (E-EDITION)

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

WEDNESDAY 3 PM
THURSDAY 3 PM
THURSDAY 3 PM

FRIDAY 3 PM
MONDAY 3 PM
TUESDAY 3 PM

WEDNESDAY 3 PM

Coloring Contest Rules:
1. Contest is open to children in Kindergarten through 5th Grade. Relatives of newspaper employees or contest sponsors are not eligible to win.
2. Contestants may use crayons, markers or colored pencils to color the pictures. Adults may assist in completing the contest entry form, but may not
assist in coloring.
3. Entries are considered property of this newspaper and may be printed by this newspaper.

Thanks & Happy Easter from
our Contest Sponsors!

Now let’s hop to it:
Decorate this Easter
picture with your

favorite colors, then
send it to us for your

chance to win!

MESSENG ER -I NQUIRER
Print. Mobile. Web.

KINDERGARTEN & 1ST GRADE PRIZE:
• (2) 1 Hour Passes to Elite Air

• (2) Holiday World Tickets
• AzzipPizza Gift Certi cate

2ND GRADE & 3RD GRADE PRIZE:
• (2) 1 Hour Passes to Elite Air
• (2) Holiday World Tickets
• AzzipPizza Gift Certi cate

4TH GRADE & 5TH GRADE PRIZE:
• Escape Today Gift Card

(1 Escape Room plus Arcade Access)
• (2) Holiday World Tickets
• AzzipPizza Gift Certi cate

• (2) Holiday World Tickets
• AzzipPizza Gift Certi cate

• (2) Holiday World Tickets
• AzzipPizza Gift Certi cate

4. All entries must be postmarked before March 23rd, 2026 for consideration.
Online voting held March 28th-April 1st at www.messenger-inquirer.com/ballot

MESSENG ER -I NQUIRER
Print. Mobile. Web.

•(2) Holiday World Tickets
• Azzip Pizza Gift Certificate

Winners published on April 4th!

Coloring Contest Entry Form: Child’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________ Grade: ___________

Parent’s Name: _________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________ City: ______________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________

Mail to: Messenger-Inquirer, C/O Sammie Fortner, 1401 Frederica St. Owensboro, KY 42301Mail to or leave in drop box: Messenger-Inquirer, C/O Lesley Henderson, 1401 Frederica St. Owensboro, KY 42301

Coloring Contest Entry Form:

Public Notice
Thompson Homes LLC (322
Frederica St, Owensboro, KY
42301) is submitting a NOI let-
ter to notify the Energy and
Environment Cabinet to con-
struct a single-family home
within the floodplain. The
property is located at 520
Snap Hook Court, Owens-
boro, KY 42303. Any com-
ments or objections can be
submitted via email to: DOW-
Floodplain@ky.gov, Kentucky
Division of Water, Floodplain
Management Section, 300
Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY
40601. Call 502-564-3410 for
questions or to request addi-
tional information.

LEGAL NOTICE FOR
BID # 2026-03 5,000 LB.

FORKLIFT & ATTACHMENT
REQUEST FOR BIDS

OWENSBORO RIVERPORT
AUTHORITY

Notice is hereby given that the
Owensboro Riverport Author-
ity is requesting proposals to
purchase 1 new 5,000 lb. fork-
lift and attachment. Copies of
the Request For Proposals are
available from the Owensboro
Riverport Authority, by contact-
ing Michelle Payne, Purchas-
ing Agent, at
mpayne@owensbororiverport.
com. All proposals shall be
submitted in accordance with
requirements set forth in the
RFP and shall be received at
1771 River Road, Owensboro,
KY before 2:00 p.m., (CST),
March 26, 2026.
All late proposals will be re-
turned unopened. Emailed pro-
posals are not accepted.
Owensboro Riverport Author-
ity reserves the right to post-
pone, accept or reject any and
all proposals and to waive any
informality in the bid process
as Owensboro Riverport Au-
thority deems in its own best
interest.


