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COMMENTARY

A 24-team College
Football Playoff is
worst idea of all time

BY TIM COWLISHAW
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS

People think the 1966
NFL championship game at
the Cotton Bowl, a 34-27
Green Bay Packers victory,
was the Cowboys’ first
playoff game.

Technically, it wasn’t. In
1965, after finishing second
in the Eastern Conference
for the first time, the Cow-
boys flew to Miami to face
the Baltimore Colts in the
Playoff Bowl.

The Colts won, 35-3,
even with a running back
(Tom Matte) playing quar-
terback. It was a terrible
game and a terrible idea.

In the early days of the
NBA, when four teams
from each conference
made the playoffs, the
1-seed played the 3-seed
and the 2-seed played the

4-seed. There was no ratio-
nale for this system. It was
a terrible idea.

For a decade, the NHL
had 16 teams battling for
the Stanley Cup when there
were only 21 franchises. So
an 80-game regular season
eliminated five teams. It
was a terrible idea, but,
fortunately, it was the
1980s and, with no major
cable contract, almost no
one in this country was
watching.

On Friday afternoon -
what has become the tradi-
tional “news dump” period
- word came that the Col-
lege Football Playoff and
ESPN had a handshake
deal that will expand the
playoff from 12 to 24 teams
starting next year.

It is the worst postseason
idea of all time. Move over,
Playoff Bowl.

For years on ESPN, I
fought the battle in favor of

sified

the BCS against the major-
ity forces of an expanded
playoff. I knew I wasn’t
going to win that fight
forever, but I have always
loved the significance of
the college game’s regular
season. I grew up thinking
the 1969 Big Shootout
between undefeated Texas
and Arkansas was as good
as it gets. Nebraska and
Oklahoma playing the
Game of the Century two
years later satisfied that
same passion for the magic
moment.

These were games that
meant everything. In the
world of even the current
12-team playoff, they
would be battling for seeds,
not history. In a 24-team
event, good grief, a smart
unbeaten team might rest
its players just to prepare
for the long postseason
haul.

The 24-team tournament
is an idea that fills the
needs of ESPN and, to
some degree, the Big Ten
and SEC, but really no one
else. Coaches hate it. Even
though some coaches at
the “Group of Five” level,
like Matt Drinkall at Cen-
tral Michigan, said it best
this week.

“It’s just like everybody
went nuts at once,” Drink-
all said. “They’re going to
prostitute the game as
much as they can until the
people stop caring.”

The 12-team tournament
already feels too long. Now
we will be asking the best
teams to win four playoff
games or the bottom eight
of that group to try to win
five in order to become
champion. If you paired up
the teams by rankings right
now, SMU (ranked 23rd)
would open at Utah (10th).
Beyond local interest, how
much attention is that
game getting nationally?
Probably ranks right along-
side No. 21 Boise State at
No. 12 Kentucky.

These games are on the
road to the championship.
Is this really necessary?

Although nothing will be
announced until the deal is
finalized, indications sug-
gest we are talking about
weeknight games in De-
cember that turn into
weeknight games in Jan-
uary to make this 23-game
tournament work. College
football might be wildly
popular despite all of its
modern day imperfections,
but you don’t butt heads
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with the National Football
League. The CFP tried that
two years ago and games
like Penn State-SMU and
Clemson-Texas got de-
stroyed in the TV ratings.

How do you think North-
western-UCLA or Wake
Forest-USC (more current
AP-based matchups) are
going to do against the
Kansas City Chiefs? Better
play those games on a
Wednesday night.

Texas’ current slide from
No. 1 in the nation to No.
19 has all of Longhorn
Nation in a lather. Sark’s
eyes appear closer than
ever to popping out of his
head in news conferences.
But in a 24-team tourna-
ment, so far it just means
the Horns may have to
open the playoff on the
road.

No one can reasonably
argue that a 24-team tour-
nament is in the business
of seeking fairness. The
first 16 games will be
played on campus sites.
Home field advantage is of
much greater value in
college than it is in the
NFL. That’s why so many
early games in the two
years of the 12-team CFP
have been one-sided. Ima-
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Legals & Public Notices

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Lexington-Fayette County Health
Department is accepting proposals
for custodial services for its building
at 650 Newtown Pike and its leased
site at 1051 Whipple Court. The spec-
ification package is available at www.
lfichd.org/bids. Sealed bids must be
addressed to Candice Johnson, Fa-
cility Operations Team Leader at Lex-
ington-Fayette County Health Depart-
ment, 650 Newtown Pike, Lexington,
KY 40508. Proposals will be received
until 4:00 p.m. EST, Friday, November
20, 2026. No proposals will be ac-
cepted after this time or over the tele-
phone. The Lexington-Fayette County
Health Department reserves the right
to reject any or all bids.

IPL0381338
Oct 19,25,Nov 1 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ball
Homes, LLC, 3609 Walden Drive, Lex-
ington, Kentucky 40517, has filed an
application with the Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection Cabinet
to construct a single-family residential
development adjacent to the Lower
Town Branch Tributary. The project is
located at the intersection of Sanders-
ville Road and Greendale Road in Lex-
ington, Kentucky. Any comments or
objections concerning this application
shall be directed to: Kentucky Division
of Water, Water Resources Branch,
300 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40601. Phone (502) 564-3410.
IPL0384044
Oct 25-27 2026

PUBLIC SALE

Available 11/5/26 9am. Units available
for public bidding will be announced
on the block. Public bidders must ar-
rive between 8 & 8:30am, show pho-
to ID, & pay the $50 non-refundable
registration fee & a separate, refund-
able $1,000 deposit per car. Certified
Checks only - NO CASH. American
Credit Acceptance: 337667- 15 Mus-
tang, 112166- 20 Tucson, 409964- 22
Ram 1500, 885787- 16 CX-5, 558679-
21 Camry, 470103- 17 Highlander,
005615- 15 Panamera, 202001- 21
Palisade, 147883- 16 C300, 609497-
14 Jetta, 610806- 20 Elantra, 030048-
17 QX30, 157183- 20 Altima, 015899-
23 Sportage, 279615- 23 Sentra,
618144- 17 Cherokee, 108753- 24
Corolla, 586510- 21 Compass,
066610- 13 Rav4, 008973- 20 Tel-
luride, 014088- 20 Malibu, 610495-
23 Mazda3, 178024- 21 Cherokee,
747623- 19 Spark, 078324- 15 Gen-
esis, 042287-20 Encore, 137384~ 14
Acadia, 323821- 17 Silverado 1500
IPL0383970

Oct 25 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO FAYETTE COUNTY VOTERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a pro-
posal relating to the adoption of at-
tendance and accountability expecta-
tions by the Lexington-Fayette Urban
County Council shall be submitted to
the electorate of Fayette County at the
November 3, 2026 General Election.

The purpose of said proposal will be
to take the sense of the voters upon
the question of whether Section 4.07
of the Charter should be amended, in
pertinent part, to provide as follows:

Except as otherwise provided in the
Charter, the Council, shall determine
its own rules and order of business
and shall provide for keeping a re-
cords of its proceedings. These re-
cords shall be a public record. The
Urban County Council shall, by ordi-
nance or resolution, establish stan-
dards for Council member attendance
and accountability, which shall be re-
viewed at the beginning of each new
Council term. Records documenting
compliance with attendance and ac-
countability standards adopted hereto
shall be public records. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to alter,
amend, expand, or restrict the proce-
dures for the removal or discipline of a
Council member otherwise applicable
under Kentucky Law.

If a majority of those voting on the
proposal shall vote in favor, it shall be
effective with the term of office that be-
gins on January 4, 2027.

This Notice is given pursuant to the
provision of Section 14.03 of the
Charter of the Lexington-Fayette Ur-
ban County Government.

/s/ Susan Lamb, Fayette County Clerk
/s/ Abigail Allan, Fayette Urban
County Council

IPLO381262

Oct 14,18,25 2026
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TO FAYETTE COUNTY VOTERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a
proposal to the compensation of
Lexington- Fayette than County Gov-
ernment council members shall be
submitted to the electorate of Fayette
County at the November 3, 2026
General Election.

The purpose of said proposal will

be to take the sense of the voters
upon the question of whether Section
4.050f the Charter should be amend-
ed, in pertinent part, to provide as
follows:

All duly elected members of the
Council shall receive an annual salary
to be fixed by the Council which shall
not exceed $6,000 per annum, or

the maximum set by the General As-
sembly of Kentucky for Urban County
Governments. Effective with the term
of office that begins on January 6,
2031, all duly elected members of the
Council shall receive an annual salary
which shall not exceed $59,987 per
annum, adjusted to equate with the
purchasing power Of the dollar using
2027 as the base year. In no case
shall any change of the annual salary
of council members voted by the
Council become effective during the
current term of any council member.

If a majority of those voting on the
proposal shall vote in favor, the com-
pensation shall be effective with the
term of office that begins on January
6, 2031.

This notice is given pursuant to the
provisions of Section 14.03 of the
Charter of the Lexington-Fayette
Urban County Government.

/s/Susan Lamb, Fayette County Clerk
/s/Abigail Allan, Clerk of the

Fayette Urban County Council
IPL0381182

Oct 14,18,25 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE
TO FAYETTE COUNTY VOTERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a
proposal relating to the enactment of
charter review procedures by the Lex-
ington-Fayette Urban County Council
shall be submitted to the electorate of
Fayette County at the November 3,
2026 General Election.

The purpose of said proposal will be
to take the sense of the voters upon
the question of whether Section 14.04
of the Charter should be amended, in
pertinent part, to provide as follows:

Without limiting the amendment and
revision procedures available under
this article, and commencing in 2027,
the Council shall convene a Charter
Review Assembly at least once every
eight (8) years to conduct a compre-
hensive review of the Lexington-Fay-
ette Urban County Government Char-
ter. The Charter Review Assembly
shall be comprised of not fewer than
twenty four(24) representatives and
shall be established pursuant to an
ordinance adopted by Council which
shall, at minimum, establish selection
procedures using a representative
lottery and shall further establish pro-
cedures for the assembly to conduct
its review and publish its recommen-
dations, which shall include opportu-
nities for public engagement.

The Council shall further establish,
by ordinance, a standing Charter Re-
view Board to serve as a permanent
advisory body to identify appropriate
Charter amendments between eight-
year review cycles, to facilitate the re-
view conducted by the Charter Review
Assembly as set forth herein, and

to advise the Urban County Council
not less than annually on appropriate
Charter amendments.

If a majority of those voting on the
proposal shall vote in favor, it shall be
effective with the term of office that be-
gins on January 4, 2027.

This Notice is given pursuant to the
provisions of Section 14.03 of the
Charter of the Lexington-Fayette Ur-
ban County Government.

/s/Susan Lamb, Fayette County Clerk

/s/Abigail Allan, Clerk of the
Lexington Fayette Urban County
Council

IPLO381186

Oct 14,18,25 2026
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STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-866-981-1569

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-888-302-4539

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-5986
BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located  mile
from 1-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Kentucky
Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more
in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-846-0382

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Acculevel. Your foundation repair and basement waterproofing experts. Whether basement, crawl space or concrete slab
we |l guide you on the right path to a healthy home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restrictions apply. Call for a free consul-
tation. 1-866-558-7730

HEALTH
Audien Hearing. The worlds first hearing aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-513-0453

HELP WANTED
The Kentucky Press Association is searching for an outgoing event and sales and marketing professional. This full-time
position begins with a base + commission and is a 40-hour, on-site job. Contrary to what some say, the newspaper
industry is not dying, but evolving. KPA represents more than 200 members throughout the Commonwealth and our job
is to find ways to help them flourish. As such, this position will be involved in helping create and sell sponsorships for
events, directory and program advertisements, social media campaigns and more. Sales and / or marketing experience is
required. We are looking for someone who sees the future as bright as we make it!To apply, send resume and cover letter
sharing your thoughts on where the newspaper industry is going to KPA Director Tim Timmons at: ttimmons @ kypress.com
HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus,
Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer
details.

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater independence and stay in the home you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 1-855-820-2844

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting material ~ steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer  up to 50% off installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power move.
HOME WARRANTY
Repairing or replacing appliances and home systems like heating and cooling can be costly. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any plan today. Workmanship Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home Ser-
vices 1-866-384-8998

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-866-327-1782
SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-877-805-1196

TAX HELP
End your tax worries today. Let us make your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax
professionals can help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax now 1- 855-671-3561
WATCHES
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-877-403-2862
IPL0383913
Oct 25 2026
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Recruitment

Employment

Project Cost Manager
Nicholasville, KY - Prepare cost
ests for cnstrctn projects. Analyze
project specs & cnstrctn docs to
determine scope of work & quan-
tity of mat'ls. Dvlp cntngncy bdgts
& risk allowncs. Dvip pre-project
bdgts & cndct fsibility analysis.
Review & evaluate sub-cntrctr &
supplier proposals. Track expnditrs
& commitmnts. Prepare cost re-
ports & variance analysis. $91,021
per yr. Behir's deg in Mgmt, 5 yrs
exp. Send resume to: Olympic
Construction LLC, 111 Olympic Dr,
Nicholasville, KY 40356
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gine 16 games of heavy
underdogs on the road
serving as the kickoff for
your tournament excite-
ment.

The conference title
games will disappear in this
new format. Once the
playoff expanded from four
teams to 12, they already
had become games where
there was more to lose than
to win. But their disappear-
ance will only remind us
that the conference races,
the standings, all of it is
irrelevant in the new land-
scape. From Labor Day to
early December, being in
the top 24 is the one and
only thing that matters.

You hate to see a sport
that can give us days like
last Saturday - top 10 pow-
ers Georgia, Notre Dame,
Texas and Alabama all
losing to lower-ranked
teams - getting trashed this
way. The bands, the cheer-
leaders, the classic stadi-
ums will still provide the
atmosphere to keep us
engaged week after week.
But anyone that thinks a
24-team field is the perfect
conclusion to all that
comes before?

Like the man said:
They’ve gone nuts.

859.231.3100

Employment

visaA @

site Truck Mechanic positions at
110 Olympic Dr, Nicholasville, KY
40356. 40 hours per week. Salary:
$59,280 per year for each position.
Diagnose, repair, and maintain
trucks and related equipment. Per-
form inspections, troubleshooting,
preventive maintenance, and repair
of mechanical, electrical, brake,
suspension, cooling, and engine
systems. Replace defective parts,
use diagnostic tools, maintain
service records, and ensure vehi-
cles operate safely and efficiently.
Perform routine maintenance and
emergency repairs as needed.
Requirements: High school diplo-
ma or GED and twenty-four (24)
months of experience as a Truck
Mechanic.

Send resumes to: HR Department,
Next Level Truck & Trailer Service
Center LLC, 110 Olympic Dr, Nicho-
lasville, KY 40356.

Gray Architects and Engineers, LLC
(“Gray AES”) seeks a BIM External
Vendor Coordinator in Lexington,
Kentucky. Duties: Coordinate de-
velopment of Architectural models
& drawings prepared by 3rd Party
offshore production cos. & manage
budgets for External Vendor pro-
duction; Develop & implement BIM
strategies & workflows for External
Vendor team; Analyze point cloud
data to extract relevant features
& convert point cloud data into
3D model; Act as cross-function-
al liaison for Eng’g & automation
teams to develop & adopt External
Vendor capability; Integrate design
workflows between Gray AES & 3rd
Party production cos., identify & im-
plement lessons learned for contin-
uous improvement; Perform qual-
ity checks & establish corrective
measures w/ External Vendor team
& identify training needs & coordi-
nate development plans; Collabo-
rate w/ Proj. Team to define roles
& responsibilities & ensure shared
ownership of project deliverables;
Develop & support technical pro-
posals, design schedules, & cost
estimates; Review design proposal
criteria & contribute to prepara-
tion of detailed technical proposal
documents & function as design
lead on smaller proposals, under
$10M; Conduct research on design
strategies, building codes, & regu-
latory regs.; Consult w/ customers
to determine functional & spatial
regs. & prepare & present integrat-
ed Arch. & Eng’g design layouts;
Support QA/QC efforts for design
documentation; Support prepara-
tion & submission of design docu-
ments to AHJ; Maintain adherence
to company & industry standards,
procedures & best practices across
all proj. phases; Review & provide
input on deliverables produced
by Architectural Technicians, as
well as deliverables produced by
other design disciplines; Support
construction administration tasks,
incl. submittal reviews, RFlI's, site
observations & monitoring special
inspections. Requires Bachelor’s
degree in Architecture or foreign
equivalent & 4 years of experi-
ence: serving as liaison between
architectural vendor & professional
services organization; designing in
Autodesk Revit; producing archi-
tectural drawings; managing BIM
in Autodesk Construction Cloud &
BIM 360; using one or more of the
following Architectural design soft-
ware (AutoCAD, Revit, Navisworks,
and/or Bluebeam); coordinating
dynamic projects & evolving prior-
ities; & working in U.S. design-build
or integrated project delivery envi-
ronment. Travel may be required to
unanticipated job sites throughout
US. (est. 1-5 trips annually), w/
each trip lasting no more than 4
days. Qualified candidates should
submit resumes to recruitment@
gray.com.
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