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Pursuant to Section 424.120 and 424.340 of Kentucky Revised Statutes,
Notice is hereby given that Administration has been granted by the

District Court of Fayette County upon the following estates:
LULA FLINCHUM, DECD
1717 BERRY’S CT
CONNIE FINN, EXE
130 BEVERLY AVE
01/20/26
JUDITH ENDICOTT, DECD
700 MASON HEADLEY RD
JOHN NORMAN, PUBLIC ADM
117 W 2ND ST
02/02/26
JANICE JUETT, DECD
430 REDDING RD #2116
GLENDA RALSTON, EXE
10097 SIMMS STATION RD
DAYTON, OH 45458
MARY PATTON, ATTY
120 N MILL ST #201
02/03/26

LONA BOWMAN, DECD
1601 TRAVELER RD
AMY JONES, EXE
7615 LAKEPOINT DR
CRESTWOOD, KY 40014
ARTHUR WHITE (III), ATTY
6506 W HWY 22
PO BOX 12
CRESTWOOD, KY 40014
02/04/26

EMILY VOSS, DECD
510 GOLDON TROPHY TRL
GLENN VOSS, EXE
1066 FOREST LAKE DR
JOHN WATZ, ATTY
401 W MAIN ST #314
02/04/26

SHARON HERR, DECD
3300 MONTAVESTA RD #1314
JOHN CORNETT, ADM/ATTY
861 CORPORATE DR #250
02/04/26
WARREN JOHNSON, DECD
2151 MEETING ST #11112
TERESA ADAMS, ADM
78 VILLAGE DR
GRAYSON, KY 41143
02/04/26

STEPHEN ROSS, DECD
3292 BUCKHORN DR
JENNIFER SAUER, ADM/WWA
30821 CARLTON DR
BAY VILLAGE, OH 44140
JOHN MEYERS (JR), ATTY
4896 PLEASANT GROVE RD
02/04/26

ERIKA GREER, DECD
1937 GLENGARRY WAY
BRENDA SPURLOCK, ADM
1803 CURTIS CT
02/05/26
ADRIANA FEOLA, DECD
NATACHA FEOLA, EXE
3082 MONTAVESTA RD
T. BRUCE SIMPSON (JR), ATTY
3340 MALONE DR
02/05/26
REBECCA NIPPER, DECD
4030 TATES CREEK RD #4414
JUSTIN NIPPER, CO-ADM
107 ETUDE CT
WHITE HOUSE, TN 37188
ADAM NIPPER, CO-ADM
137 ST PHILLIP DR
JACQUELINE SAWYERS, ATTY
2216 DIXIE HWY #203
FT MITCHELL, KY 41017
02/05/2026

JAMES PARK, DECD
513 MT TABOR RD
MEGAN KISER, ADM
5040 SULPHUR LN
02/05/26
JAMES BURTON, DECD
4108 WEBER WAY
JACK BURTON, EXE
2760 ASHBROOK DR
FRED PETERS, ATTY
PO BOX 2043
LEXINGTON, KY 40588
02/05/26
AVIS NAYLOR, DECD
2283 BAHAMA RD
RODNEY NAYLOR, EXE
4635 VIA CABEZA
YORBA LINDA, CA 92886
JEFFREY GEHRING, ATTY
300 W VINE ST # 1700
02/06/26

PATRICIA HACKER, DECD
1728 BUCKNER CT
ANGELA KEENE, EXE
3921 YELLOWWOOD TRCE
02/06/26
JANET FUNK, DECD
3195 RIO DOSA DR #2219
LORI EVANS, CO-EXE
6008 MADDOX BLVD
PROSPECT, KY 40059
JAMES FUNK, CO-EXE
734 OLD COVE RD
FT MILL, SC 29708
JOHN FUNK, CO-EXE
3504 INDIAN SUMMER TRL
WADE LAWSON, ATTY
100 W MAIN ST #900
02/06/26

GRIFFIN GENTRY, DECD
2700 MAGNOLIA SPRINGS #4208
JULIA BUCKEL, ADM
108 HOMESTRETCH CIR
NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
02/06/26

CAROLYN ISAACS, DECD
1036 SPRING RUN RD
JANET VEATCH, EXE
311 FURLONG TRCE
VERSAILLES, KY 40383
02/06/26
AMIYRAH WILKERSON, CH
PETRA WILKERSON, GDN
613 LOGAN PL
SHELBY OSBORNE, ATTY
209 E HIGH ST
02/06/26
KEHLANI TAYLOR, CH
EMILY CALHOUN, GDN
1760 JENNIFER RD #K2
02/09/26

AMANDA ROUSEY, DECD
KATHERINE ROUSEY, ADM
537 FOLKSTONE DR
02/09/26

JENNIFER CONNER, DECD
770 SPRING MEADOW DR
JEROME CONNER, CO-ADM
2228 DUNHILL LN
JAMES CONNER, CO-ADM
100 LANTERN WAY
NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
LOUIS ROM, ATTY
3101 CLAYS MILL RD #110
02/09/26

PATTY GILVIN, DECD
1190 KY 57
TOLLESBORO, KY 41189
ROB DUNBAR, ADM
1228 MELODY LN
JOHN HENDRICKS, ATTY
212 S MAPLE ST
WINCHESTER, KY 40391
02/09/26

BARBARA HODGMAN, DECD
2701 MAGNOLIA SPRINGS DR #238
CENTRAL BANK & TRUST CO, EXE
300 W VINE ST
KEVIN JOHNS, ATTY
250 W MAIN ST #1600
02/09/26
JOYCE PORTER, DECD
2770 PALUMBO DR
WENDY DAMRON, EXE
148 GLENEAGLE BLVD
RICHMOND, KY 40475
CHARLOTTE NICKERSON, ATTY
148 S MAIN ST
LAWRENCEBURG, KY 40342
02/09/26
JESSICA SWICK, DECD
1586 VAN BUREN DR
MARIA SWICK, ADM
764A SHELA BLVD
WHEELERSBURG, OH 45694
KATIE FINNELL, ATTY
120 N MILL ST #201
02/09/26
SARA HEADLEY, DECD
908 CHINOE CT
MARY DINGER, EXE
2047 BRANNON RD
NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
VICTORIA DICKSON, ATTY
201 E MAIN ST #900
02/09/26

WALTER FAULKNER, DECD
PATRICIA FAULKNER, EXE
4128 PLANTAGENET DR
J. ROBERT LYONS, ATTY
100 W MAIN ST #900
02/09/26

DONALD CLARKE, DECD
3099 PIMLICO PKWY
CAMERON NURICK, EXE
2213 OLMSTEAD CT
JORDAN ARTRIP, ATTY
201 E MAIN ST #1402
02/09/26
LANDON WATTS, CH
TONI HYATT, GDN
721 RAINWATER DR
KACI CHRISTOPHER, ATTY
161 N EAGLE CREEK DR #210
02/09/26
MARGARET HARRIS, DECD
188 COLFAX ST
KESHAWN SANDERS, EXE
1812 DRAKES CREEK RD
HENDERSONVILLE, TN 37075
02/10/26
SUSAN SHAW, DECD
2414 LAKE PARK RD
THOMAS SHAW, ADM
810 BLUE HERON COVE
WALESKA, GA 30183
02/10/26
DANIEL LYKINS, DECD
648 LESLIE DR
DUSTIN BEARD, ADM/ATTY
300 E MAIN ST #250
02/10/26

SHIRLEY HILLER, DECD
2700 MAN O WAR BLVD
JANE WALKER, EXE
117 DAFFODIL CT
NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
T. RENEE MUSSETTER, ATTY
1021 MAJESTIC DR #130
02/10/26
JEAN PERRY, DECD
191 EASTOVER DR
CAROLINE PERRY, ADM
1215 GARVIN PL
LOUISVILLE, KY 40203
KENTON BALL, ATTY
201 E MAIN ST #900
02/10/26
MICHAEL CANAN, DECD
515 W MAIN ST #412
SUSAN WELLS, EXE
2848 UTTINGER LN
TANNER DUNCAN, ATTY
250 W MAIN ST #1600
02/10/26
MARY DOAN, DECD
RONALD DOAN, CO-ADM
BONNIE MCCULLOCH, CO-ADM
336 BLUEGRASS AVE
W. THOMAS BUNCH (II), ATTY
126 W MAXWELL ST #200
02/10/26
LINDA GUMM, DECD
1605 GAYLE DR
LEE KIRBY, EXE
561 S CLEVELAND RD
AARON REEDY, ATTY
201 E MAIN ST 14TH FL
02/10/26
LORETTA MULLOY, DECD
1609 TATES CREEK RD
LOUIS MULLOY (JR), EXE
2161 TABORLAKE PL
ROGER MADDEN, ATTY
6502 SKYLINE DR
LOUISVILLE, KY 40272
02/11/26
LEWIS ANTHONY, DECD
257 MEADOW VALLEY RD
JILL THOMAS, ADM
10423 MCCORMICK ST
N HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601
KENNETH HUMAN, ATTY
209 E HIGH ST
02/11/26
KENNETH MILLER, DECD
ANITA SARGENT, EXE
1015 MARCELLUS DR
CHRIS WILKIE, ATTY
145 MARKET ST
02/11/26
MARIA PAQUETTE, DECD
ALAN PAQUETTE, EXE
1960 WESTMEATH PL
DEREK HUMFLETT, ATTY
PO BOX 54654
LEXINGTON, KY 40555
02/13/26
JOHN WALSH, DECD
2 LANSDOWNE ESTATES
KATHY GUDGELL, EXE
223 JESSELIN DR
02/13/26
MATTHEW KENNEDY, DECD
EMMLEEA NEVILLE, EXE
425 NORTHSIDE DR
DEREK HUMFLEET, ATTY
PO BOX 54654
LEXINGTON, KY 40555
02/13/26
DAVID HAJDUKIEWICZ, DECD
1776 HEADLEY GREEN
HEATHER MEDINA, EXE
2813 DAN PATCH DR
KENNETH HUMAN, ATTY
209 E HIGH ST
02/13/26
BARBARA ECTON, DECD
2701 MAGNOLIA SPRINGS DR
SCOTT ECTON, EXE
212 QUAIL RUN DR
GEORGETOWN, KY 40324
JOSEPH HOFFMAN, ATTY
100 UNITED DR #4B
VERSAILLES, KY 40383
02/16/26
CARMEN VAN BALEN, DECD
2837 MT MCKINLEY WAY
JONATHAN VAN BALEN, ADM
3703 ARBOR CT
02/16/26
BO DONG, DECD
544 HADLOW ST
PAUL KAPLAN, EXE/ATTY
157 N BROADWAY
02/16/26
ANDREW HIBBARD, DECD
1740 PRAIRIE CIR
HENRY HIBBARD, ADM
3524 OLYMPIA RD
JENNIFER MARTIN, ATTY
729 E MAIN ST
02/16/26
VIRGINIA SULLIVAN, DECD
395 REDDING RD #4
KELLY ESENBOCK, EXE
148 SWIFT RUN COVE
NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
WALTER MORRIS (JR), ATTY
250 W MAIN ST #1600
02/16/26
DARLENE GARNER, DECD
3756 NIAGARA DR
JOHN NORMAN, PUBLIC ADM
117 W 2ND ST
02/16/26
FREDERICK CRISTI, DECD
JULIA CRISTI, EXE
3387 COVE LAKE DR
02/17/26
POLKETTA BOTTOMS, DECD
461 BRADLEY CT
SHEILA COLES, EXE
649 HOLLOW CREEK RD
02/18/26
DOROTHEA DREUX, DECD
CHARLES HUNT, ADM
513 CHESTNUT ST
JAMES FENWICK (III), ATTY
201 E MAIN ST 14TH FLOOR
02/18/26
CHRISTINE WARNOCK, DECD
SHARIE INGRAM, EXE
444 MANITOBA LN
GREG HUNTER, ATTY
271 W SHORT ST #600
02/19/26
OPAL GRAHAM, DECD
1861 BLAIRMORE CT
STEVEN GRAHAM, ADM
108 ALLEN DR
STANTON, KY 40380
JOSEPH BUCKLES, ATTY
149 N LIMESTONE
02/19/26
FLORENCE WILLIAMSON, DECD
795 HILDEEN DR
LINDA CRANFILL, EXE
3716 HIGBEE WOODS CT
CHRISTOPHER COLSON, ATTY
300 W VINE ST #600
02/19/26
ALLEN HINKLE, DECD
AMBER HINKLE, EXE
4704 HOBBS WAY
02/19/26

WILLIAM HILL (JR), DECD
1031 REDWOOD DR
TAKESHA HILL, ADM
720 E 6TH ST #202
02/20/26
DIANN KING, DECD
750 WARD DR #2307
WILLIE ALLBRIGHT (III), ADM
330 NEWTOWN PK #521
02/20/26
THOMAS COOPER, DECD
826 GLENDOVER COVE
PAULINE KEMPLIN, EXE
908 BROOKSIDE CT
JEFFREY WALKER, ATTY
201 W SHORT ST #102
02/20/26
HELEN MCQUINN, DECD
1600 AUBURN DR
DANIEL MCQUINN, EXE
2288 PRESCOTT LN
02/20/26
CLIFFORD SMITH, DECD
359 GAWAINE DR
ERIC SMITH, CO-EXE
3115 CELADON LN
SOUTHBURY, CT 06488
DUANE SMITH, CO-EXE
831 FISH ROCK RD
FALLS CHURCH, VA 22044
ELLEN THORNTON, ATTY
326 S BROADWAY
02/20/26
MARY WHITE, DECD
3080 DALE HOLLOW DR
JOHN NORMAN, PUBLIC ADM
117 W 2ND ST
02/20/26
GWENDOLYN NICKLAS, DECD
3294 ROXBURG DR
NANCY MCRAE, EXE
1060 CHETFORD DR
ELLEN THORNTON, ATTY
326 S BROADWAY
02/20/26

THOMAS HARPER, DECD
111 WOODLAND AVE #608
MATTHEW SMITH, ADM/ATTY
PO BOX 54654
LEXINGTON, KY 40555
02/20/26
LYMAN WAGERS (JR), DECD
840 MALABU DR
LYMAN WAGERS (III), ADM
4 MOUNTAINVIEW CIR
ELLINGTON, CT 06029
02/23/26
SALLIE OSBORNE, DECD
2409 LA ROCHELLE RD
CARMELA OSBORNE, EXE
1034 S MAIN ST
FINDLAY, OH 45840
CATHERINE DELOACH, ATTY
207 E REYNOLDS RD #110
02/23/26
WILLIAM LEMASTER, DECD
421 REDDING RD #47
ANNA CAREW, ADM
2423 HEATHER WAY
PETER BRACKNEY, ATTY
2402 GREATSTONE POINT
02/23/26
JUDE RITCHIE, DECD
DEBRA RITCHIE, EXE
808 APACHE TRL
BRENT EISELE, ATTY
300 W VINE ST #1300
02/23/26
RICK JONES, DECD
772 SHELBY AVE
JUSTIN JONES, EXE
806 SHELBY AVE
JOSEPH BUCKLES, ATTY
149 N LIMESTONE
02/23/26
JACQUELINE HEYMAN, DECD
GENERAL DELIVERY
ANNE SHARRARD, EXE
418 BURR OAK DR
OSWEGO, IL 60543
PAUL KAPLAN, ATTY
157 N BROADWAY
02/23/26
BARRY PATRICK, DECD
ABIGAIL CAWOOD, EXE
3382 TISDALE DR
02/23/26
PAULINE WELLS, DECD
1728 TARLETON CT
AUBREY WELLS, EXE
5827 FIKE RD
WACO, KY 40385
BILLY SHERROW, ATTY
200 SOUTHLAND DR
02/23/26
MISTY MCCOY, DECD
1701 PRAIRIE CIR
LARRY MCCOY, ADM
19 WINDWARD LN
PIKEVILLE, KY 41501
MAX THOMPSON, ATTY
PO BOX 10749
PIKEVILLE, KY 41501
02/24/26
LEONARD UNDRWOOD (JR), DECD
452 LINDBERG DR
LEONORA DAVIS, DECD
504 RAIN GARDEN WAY
JOYCE WHITE, ADM
4781 TODDS RD
ELLEN THORNTON, ATTY
326 S BROADWAY
02/24/26
CHARLES BYERS, DECD
3337 LANSDOWNE DR
MELANIE STIVERS, EXE
804 WESTCHESTER DR
MELISSA PALMER, ATTY
301 E MAIN ST #800
02/24/26
MARSHA BOTTOMS, DECD
CLAUDIA BOTTOMS, ADM
1073 PENNEBAKER DR
CHARLES GRUNDY (JR), ATTY
201 E MAIN ST #510
02/24/26
BETTY MORRISON, DECD
209 E LOWRY LN
DAVID MORRISON, EXE
1611 SYLVAN WAY
LOUISVILLE, KY 40205
M. THURMAN SENN, ATTY
401 S. 4TH ST #1200
LOUISVILLE, KY 40202
02/25/26
LINDA HALL, DECD
JILL SEGURA, EXE
3013 TULIP TRC
02/25/26
BARBARA SPENCER, DECD
176 TIVERTON WAY
DWIGHT WATTS, ADM
1635 UPPER TUG FORK RD
ALEXANDRIA, KY 41001
PETER BRACKNEY, ATTY
2402 GREATSTONE POINT
02/25/26
BETTY CLAIBORN, DECD
TREVOR CLAIBORN (SR), EXE
1851 LINTON RD
CHARLES GRUNDY (JR), ATTY
201 E MAIN ST #510
02/25/26
VICKIE TATE, DECD
3613 OLYMPIA CIR
R. BRUCE STITH (III), EXE/ATTY
2004 FONTAINE RD
02/27/26
JENNIFER BALLARD, DECD
548 FAIRFIELD DR
ROBERT BALLARD(JR), EXE
552 FAIRFIELD DR
ANDREA RINGLEIN, ATTY
120 N MILL ST #201
02/27/26

ESTILL SMITH, DECD
841 E 7TH ST
TAMMY GREEN, ADM
115 GILLESPIE LN
WILMORE, KY 40390
02/27/26

ELSIE WATSON, DECD
3316 LYON DR
GARY WATSON, ADM W/W/A
1062 CLAY-KISER RD
PARIS, KY 40361
BRIAN PRIVETT, ATTY
102 E MAIN ST #101
GEORGETOWN, KY 40324
02/27/26

DIANE MARTIN, DECD
611 CAMINO DR
PERCY NALLY, EXE
4332 WATERSTONE LN
W. THOMAS BUNCH (II), ATTY
126 W MAXWELL ST #200
02/27/26

All persons having claims against the above estates are notified to present same either to the
fiduciary or the clerk of the Fayette District

Court not later than six months from the date of the appointment of the fiduciary.
Vince Riggs, CFCC 150 N. Limestone, D109 By: T. A. SHOFNER , D.C.

NOTICE TO INFORM:
At the Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Council meeting on February 26,2026
Ordinance No.16 was enacted related
to: amending certain of the Budgets of
the Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Government to reflect current require-
ments for municipal expenditures,
and appropriating and re-appropriat-
ing funds, FY 2026 Schedule No. 23.
These documents may be viewed in
their entirety at https://bit.ly/ords16
or in the Council Clerk’s Office at 200
E. Main St. Lexington, KY 40507. 859-
258-3240. View all LFUCG legal no-
tices at https://www.lexingtonky.gov/
public-notices
IPL0320778
Mar 11 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing as required by Section 147(f) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (the “Code”) will be held telephonically at
9:30 a.m. Eastern Standard Time on March 25, 2026 by the University of Ken-
tucky (the “Issuer”), concerning the proposed issuance, in one or more series
or sub-series, as part of a plan of finance, by the Issuer, for the benefit of Royal
Blue Health, LLC, who is the sole member-owner of Ashland Hospital Corpora-
tion d/b/a King’s Daughters Medical Center (the “Borrower”), a nonprofit cor-
poration duly organized and existing under of the laws of the Commonwealth
of Kentucky and an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, of
up to $55,000,000 aggregate principal amount of the Issuer’s General Receipts
Refunding Bonds (the “Series 2026A Bonds”), pursuant to a resolution or res-
olutions of the Issuer.
The proceeds of the Series 2026A Bonds will be used by the Issuer and the Bor-
rower to finance the costs of (i) refunding in advance of maturity all or a portion
of the outstanding City of Ashland, Kentucky Medical Center Revenue Bonds,
Series 2016A (Ashland Hospital Corporation D/B/A King’s Daughters Medical
Center Project) (the “Series 2016A Bonds”); (ii) paying all or a portion of costs of
credit enhancement, if any, for the Series 2026A Bonds; and (iii) paying all or a
portion of the costs of issuance of the Series 2026A Bonds.
The proceeds of the Series 2016A Bonds were used by the Borrower to finance
the costs of (a) refunding in advance of maturity all of the then outstanding City
of Ashland, Kentucky Medical Center Revenue Bonds (Ashland Hospital Corpo-
ration, d/b/a King’s Daughters Medical Center Project), Series 2014 (the “Series
2014 Bonds”); (b) to reimburse the Borrower for prior capital expenditures for
improvements to the then existing medical center located at 2201 Lexington
Avenue, Ashland, Kentucky 41101 (the “Medical Center”) owned and operated
by the Borrower; (c) funding a debt service reserve for the Series 2016A Bonds;
(d) funding capitalized interest for the Series 2016A Bonds; and (e) paying costs
of issuance of the Series 2016A Bonds. The proceeds of the Series 2014 Bonds
were primarily used to pay the costs of capital expenditures related to the Med-
ical Center.
THE BONDS SHALL NOT REPRESENT OR CONSTITUTE A DEBT OR PLEDGE
OF THE FAITH AND CREDIT OR THE TAXING POWER OF THE ISSUER, THE
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, OR ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY.
The Issuer reserves the right to issue the Series 2026A Bonds under the
above-described plan of financing for less than all of the above-described pur-
poses or in an aggregate amount less than the maximum aggregate amount
shown above.
Interested persons who wish to express their opinions on the proposed financ-
ing may participate in the telephonic public hearing by calling the telephonic
conference line at 1-800-611-4071 (a toll-free telephone number), Conference
I.D.: 908 206 29#, or by submitting written comments to the address below, pro-
vided such written comments are delivered to the Issuer before the time of the
public hearing.
Additional information concerning the proposed financing may be obtained
from, and written comments should be addressed to, the University of Kentucky,
301 Peterson Service Building, Lexington, Kentucky 40506, Attention: Sarah
Simpson, Debt and Liquidity Principal Director, Telephone: 859-257-5830, Email:
sarah.simpson@uky.edu. This notice is given pursuant to Section 147(f) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
IPL0320915
Mar 11 2026

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY
JUDGESHIP

EASTERN DISTRICT OF
KENTUCKY AT LEXINGTON

The Sixth Circuit Judicial Council
received applications from people
interested in appointment to the bank-
ruptcy judge position. A Merit Selec-
tion Panel considered all applications
received and recommended the fol-
lowing candidates: Adam M. Back,
Katherine A. (Katie) Bell Dames, Ellen
Arvin Kennedy, Megan R. Seliber, and
David J. Treacy.

Full public notice is available at www.
ca6.uscourts.gov. Any person may
now submit written comments
for consideration by the Judi-
cial Council and the Court of
Appeals. Public comments must
be received by March 30, 2026.
Please contact Marc Theriault, Circuit
Executive, (513) 564-7200 for further
information.
IPL0318990
Mar 11,15,18 2026
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scorer, acknowledged
Monday that she didn’t
quite feel like her old self
until last month. Even so,
she’s played every game
this season after suffering
life-threatening injuries in
a harrowing car accident
last Jan. 4, which included
a fractured pelvis and
burst bursa sacs in both
knees.
“It was a lot,” she said.
You’d never know it to

see her now.

WEST JESSAMINE
SHOWED PROMISE
Three years ago, West

Jessamine’s now-four
senior starters, McLoney
and Lewis along with
Katie Mastin and Kimber-
ly Johnson, and its stand-
out 6-foot junior forward,
Claire Marshall, led the
Colts to the team’s first
wins in school history over
46th District rival and
two-time state champion
Mercer County. They later
grabbed the program’s
first-ever wins at the 12th
Region Tournament.
Despite missing McLo-

ney and Lewis last year,
West Jessamine won its
first 46th District crown.
West Jessamine began

this preseason with McLo-
ney and Lewis back on the
court. Then, in their sec-
ond scrimmage, Marshall
suffered a hamstring in-
jury that presented itself
as knee pain, a particular
concern for someone
who’d had her own knee
surgery a couple of years
prior. Marshall missed the
first 12 games of the sea-
son and had minutes-
restrictions as she worked
back into game shape.
After a 62-57 loss at

home to Boyle County on
Jan. 20, the Colts record
stood at 11-10 with losses
to their chief rivals and six
teams in this week’s state

tournament field — an
81-31 blowout dealt by
George Rogers Clark, a
57-44 loss to Simon Ken-
ton, a 67-51 loss to As-
sumption, a 66-43 loss to
Frederick Douglass and a
61-51 loss to Notre Dame.
Through it all, Marshall,

McLoney and Lewis said
they never worried the
opportunity for this special
group to claim the
school’s first girls basket-
ball region title might be
slipping away.
“I have so much confi-

dence in this team,” Mar-
shall said. “Even if we
weren’t peaking in Jan-
uary, I knew that we
would be fine by the time
March comes.”
West Jessamine coach

Matt Hilkens said his
team’s expectations of
success have never
weighed down their pur-
suit of it.
“You knew there was

the pressure of, ‘This is
our last chance to really
make this happen with
this group.’” Hilkens said.
“But we also played an
extremely tough schedule.
I mean, when you look at
the teams that are repre-
sented in this Sweet 16
this year, we played a
large chunk of them. So
sitting at 11-10, and know-
ing who those 10 losses
came to, we felt like we
had done a good job of
competing in those games
and preparing ourselves
for this moment.”
Mastin and Johnson and

the rest of the Colts have
persevered through the
absence of their team-
mates on the court.
“I’m really happy that

they’re back, especially
because of the tough
schedule that we’ve had,”
Mastin said. “Having to
battle all that without
having all of them, it’s

definitely been hard, but I
think it’s made us better
as a team.”

THE COLTS MAKE IT
HAPPEN
So, when faced with a

26-22 halftime deficit to
Southwestern in Satur-
day’s 12th Region cham-
pionship game, West Jes-
samine showed the tough-
ness and determination of
a squad that has five
1,000 point scorers and
more than a few scars.
“We all came together

at halftime of that game,
and we knew that it was
going to take all of us to
lock in and to really fo-
cus,” Marshall said. “And
I think everybody came
through.”
West Jessamine went on

a 10-0 run to take the lead
in the third quarter. It
started with an offensive
rebound and putback by
Johnson. Mastin then
finished a one-on-three
fast break with a layup.
Marshall followed mo-
ments later with another
putback basket to tie it.
Lewis took her turn with

back-to-back drives into
the lane. The first netted a
layup and foul and 30-28
lead. Although she missed
that free-throw opportuni-
ty, she made the next two
count when she got fouled
on another drive, putting
the Colts up 32-28 with
3:34 left in the third.
In all West Jessamine

had five offensive re-
bounds leading to eight
second-chance points
during a key second half
stretch.
Southwestern would tie

it back up later, but the
Warriors never retook the
lead. McLoney’s free
throws made sure of that.
“It goes back to that

unselfishness of this group
of seniors that I have,”
Matt Hilkens said. “It
doesn’t matter who
scores, it doesn’t matter
who’s the one taking the
open shot. Just do your job
and trust one another.”
So, there was never a

doubt this season?
“No, not really,” McLo-

ney said. “I believe in my
teammates.”
“I was pretty confident

that we would make it,”
Lewis said.
“I knew this was our

year,” Marshall said.
Regardless of what

happens this week, that
much is certain.
“It took a lot of grit, a

lot of resilience for the
girls to just battle back
and be here,” Hilkens
said. “So, we feel like
we’re peaking at the right
time.”

ERIC BYRD Byrd’s Eye View Photography

West Jessamine’s girls basketball team posed with their
12th Region Tournament championship trophy and
medals after defeating Southwestern 48-39 in the girls
12th Region Tournament championship game at Lincoln
County High School in Stanford on Saturday.
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