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183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Second measles case 
confirmed in Lewis County
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

VANCEBURG — The 
Lewis County Health 
Department (LCHD) 
has confirmed two cases 
of measles within the 
county as of Thursday, 
Sept. 17.

According to the 
LCHD, it and the Ken-
tucky Department of 
Health are actively inves-
tigating these cases. No 
additional information 
has been released regard-
ing the patients.

“Measles is a respira-
tory virus that causes 
high fever, rash, cough, 
runny nose, and red 
eyes. Measles can be 
serious, especially for 
babies, young children, 
and people with weak-
ened immune systems,” 
the LCHD warned. “Now 
is the time to check your 
vaccination status.”

The LCHD further 
noted that the measles, 

mumps and rubella 
(MMR) vaccine is the 
most efficient way to pro-
tect against the disease.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), 
measles symptoms 
include a high fever that 
may exceed 104 degrees 
Fahrenheit, coughing, 
runny nose, red and 
watery eyes, and a rash 
that breaks out three to 
five days after the onset 
of symptoms. Because 
measles can be serious, 
individuals should vac-
cinate their children 
according to the CDC’s 
recommended immuni-
zation schedule.

The Kentucky Measles 
Case Data states that 
there are now 50 con-
firmed measles cases 
in Kentucky, consisting 
of 48 patients who are 
unvaccinated or unsure 
of their vaccination sta-
tus, one with a single 
MMR dose and one who 

has been fully vaccinated.
For more information 

on measles, visit www.
cdc.gov/measles. To 
check the 

“If you are unsure of 
your vaccination status, 
please reach out to your 
health care provider or 
call your local health 
department about get-
ting protected,” the 
LCHD concluded.

25 Years Later: Maysville 
community gathers to honor and 
remember 9/11 victims and heroes
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

On Friday, Sept. 11, 
2026, a 25th anniversary 
remembrance ceremo-
ny of the 9/11 attacks 
was held in downtown 
Maysville.

Individuals gathered 
at the Mason County 
Courthouse Courtyard 
to honor and remember 
those who lost their lives 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

Mason County Judge 
Executive Owen McNeill 
welcomed those present 
to the ceremony, stating 
that 25 years ago, the 
nation experienced a day 
that changed it forever.

“On Sept. 11, 2001, 
Americans woke up to 
an ordinary Tuesday 
morning. By the end of 
that day, nearly 3,000 

innocent people had lost 
their lives, families had 
been changed forever 
and our country had been 
reminded of both the 
fragility of life and the 

incredible strength of the 
American spirit,” said 

Photos by Lauren Tatman/The 
Ledger Independent

Members of the Maysville Honor 
Guard place a wreath at the 
9/11 remembrance ceremony in 
downtown Maysville on Sept. 11, 
2026.

Members of the Maysville 
Honor Guard salute during a 
moment of silence at the 9/11 
remembrance ceremony in 
downtown Maysville on Sept. 
11, 2026.

Simon Kenton Festival 
returns for 50th anniversary
Bringing Kentucky’s frontier history to life
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

This year, the Simon 
Kenton Festival is cel-
ebrating its 50th anniver-
sary.

Visit Maysville has 
stated that festivities 
will begin on Saturday, 
Sept. 19 with demonstra-
tions, music, handcrafted 
artwork, beer and craft 
vendors, and children’s 
farms. The event will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 20, with 
activities taking place 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Sunday.

“Celebrate Maysville’s 
founding father and 
experience our living 
history,” Visit Maysville 
expressed. “This week-
end will be sure to pro-
vide you with historical 
knowledge, a treasured 
keepsake, and memories 

that will last a lifetime.”
According to Maysville 

Tourism Director Kate-
lyn Bailey, visitors can 
witness exciting histori-
cal reenactments, militia 
drills, frontier demon-
strations, museum tours, 
children’s activities, 
tomahawk throwing and 
many other programs 
that explore the people 
and stories that helped 
shape early Kentucky.

She noted that there 
Simon Kenton Festival 
workers pose for a photo.

Courtesy of Visit Maysville
The Simon Kenton Festival is celebrating its 50th year. Pride at the Center of the Universe

Last weekend, the Augusta Pride Committee and the Maysville 
Commission on Human Rights partnered to host a Pride 
celebration in downtown Maysville. Organizer David Green 
announced the performers, who came from Maysville and 
Columbus, Ohio. Left to Right: Vee Love, Nichelle Kartier, Maria 
Garrison, David Green, Rita Dela Novah

Maria Garrison was one of 
Friday’s performers.

Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

On Thursday, Sept. 10, 
the Maysville City Com-
mission held its regular 
monthly meeting.

Following the public 
announcement and pub-
lic comment period, the 
commission approved 
the appointment of 
Casey Appleman to the 
position of lieutenant 
in the Maysville Fire 
Department (MFD). 
Appleman has served the 

Rick Lawrence
Lieutenant Casey Appleman’s wife pinning his new badge during 
the ceremony on Thursday.

Maysville City Commission 
meets, discusses infrastructure


