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Looking Back, tornado batters Camp Nelson warehouses

Staff Report

Nearly five decades
ago, a powerful tornado
tore through the Camp
Nelson area, leaving
behind an estimated
$200,000 in damage to
distillery warehouses and
tens of thousands more in
losses to nearby farms.

The March 1976 storm
carved a path through
property owned by Old
Fitzgerald Distillery and
leased at the time by
Austin Nichols Company,
five miles south of
Nicholasville off U.S. 27.
Of six massive whiskey
storage warehouses
perched on a grassy rise
overlooking the Kentucky
River valley, four sus-
tained heavy damage.

Portions of the roof
were ripped from two of
the seven-story rick-
houses. On two others,
wood siding was peeled
away and flung across the
property. In the days that
followed, long splintered
boards — some stretching
10 feet — lay scattered
across the knoll. In places,
two-inch-thick planks had
been driven straight into
the ground by the force of
the wind.

Through a gaping hole
near the roofline of one
towering red warehouse,
row after row of bourbon
barrels were exposed to
view — an image that
underscored both the
scale of the destruction
and the fragility of what
lay inside.

Miraculously, none of
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A gaping hole is visible in a whiskey warehouse at Camp Nelson after a 1976 tornado
tore through the area. High winds ripped open the seven-story storage facility used
by Austin Nichols Distillery, exposing rows of aging bourbon barrels that, remarkably,
remained undamaged despite the destruction.

the estimated 26,000
barrels stored in the
damaged buildings were
thrown from the ware-
houses.

James Canter, ware-
house supervisor at the
time, said the storm
struck around 8:30 p.m.,
triggering burglar alarms
as debris struck the
buildings. The Jessamine
County Fire Department
responded quickly,
standing by to guard
against fires that could
have been sparked by

lightning.
Two of the six ware-
houses escaped

unscathed. The two

structures in the middle of
the property remained
intact, while the four on
either side bore the brunt
of the high winds.

The rickhouses, then
about 25 years old, had
originally been owned by
Canada Dry Distilling
Company. Austin Nichols
had leased them from Old
Fitzgerald just a year
earlier.

Repairs began almost
immediately. Canter
estimated at the time that
restoration would take
two to three months. In
the meantime, the four-
man warehouse staff
faced the painstaking task

of clearing hundreds of
pieces of wood and
twisted metal from the
landscape.

The storm’s impact
extended beyond the
distillery property.

Not far away, Kenneth
and his wife, longtime
tenants on the D.C.
Anderson farm on RFD 3
Nicholasville,
confronted a different
kind of devastation. Two
barns were destroyed and
another badly damaged.

All that remained of a
nine-bent hay barn and a
six-bent barn were planks
scattered across pas-
tureland. A tobacco barn
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Damage is seen at Don Gray Grocery near Spears after
lightning sparked a fire during a violent storm in 1976.
The blaze, believed to have been triggered by electrical
disturbances associated with tornado-force winds,
destroyed the store and caused an estimated $45,000 in

losses east of Nicholasville.

along Poortown Road was
ripped from its founda-
tion, torn apart and hurled
down a hillside into a
farm pond roughly 50 feet
below. The pond filled
with the remains of the
structure.

A hay barn several
hundred feet away col-
lapsed into a heap, yet the
silo beside it stood
untouched — a stark
reminder of the erratic
nature of tornado winds.

Willoughby, then 21,
said the winds intensified
between 8:30 and 10 p.m.
His family remained
inside their one-story
concrete block farm-
house, which somehow
emerged without damage.

A 1960 model hay baler

stored in one of the barns
was damaged but still
operable. Other farm
equipment was spared.

In addition to the barns,
a corn crib was blown
apart, scattering corn
stalks across fields. A large
barn near the house sus-
tained only minor dam-
age.

Willoughby estimated
farm losses at between
$25,000 and $30,000 — a
significant sum at the
time — and said it could
take a year to fully recover
and rebuild.

Residents in the Camp
Nelson area also reported
damage to additional
barns and outbuildings.
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CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information,
call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what you owe!
FREE quote:
Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now:
1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-

ceive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.

Patriotic Hearts’ programs help

veterans find work or start their

own business. Call 24/7:
1-833-485-3141.

FOOD/GROCERY
Omaha Steaks - Wait until you
taste it! 100% guaranteed and

delivered to your door! Our
Butcher’s Savory Collection
comes with 8 FREE Omaha
Steaks Classic Burgers ONLY
$129.99. Call 1-877-542-1507
and mention code 81305BVA or
visit
www.omahasteaks.com/Sa-
vory3148

HEALTH
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One.
Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW:
1-877-690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today
1-866-329-2415 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no obli-
gation estimate. Get 15% off
your entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time only. Re-
strictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer
details.

SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-

form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year

INOGEN® PORTABLE o —
OXYGEN CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-877-460-0206 “

Inogen

rial- Return within 30 days of
r a full refund of purchase price.

limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today!
1-866-348-8793

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health workers
& 1st responders.)

Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not
just a generator.

It's a power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-855-900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,

Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands

only! Call for a quote: 1-833-

641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70? a day! Call 1-833-360-
5407

Travel/Vacation
YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available. Afford-
able, social and stress-free
travel designed for mature trav-
elers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation,
baggage handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional
Tour Director and select meals.
For a limited time SAVE $250
on all tours. Call YMT today.
1-844-870-5218

WATCHES
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END

MEN’S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.

These brands only! Call for a

quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book man-
uscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide
1-855-209-2951 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Kentucky
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PUBLIC NOTICE

CASE NUMBER 26 P 37

NOTICE is hereby given that
Candace Gaines has qualified
as Administrator of the estate of
Sally Ann Hellyer, deceased of
Jessamine County, Kentucky on
February 19, 2026. All persons
having claims against the said
estate are requested to present
the same properly proven as re-
quired by law to the aforesaid
Candace Gaines, 716 Pinoak
Drive, Nicholasville, KY 40356
no later than August 19, 2026.

Doug Fain
Jessamine County Circuit Clerk

Jessamine Journal:
Mar. 5, 2026
EST/Hellyer, S.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Jessamine County Board of
Elections will inspect all the vot-
ing machines on Tuesday,
March 10th, 2026, for the 2026
Primary Election pursuant to
KRS 117.165 (1). The inspection
will take place at 9:00 A.M. at
Harp Enterprises, Inc. located at
2400 Merchant Street in Lexing-
ton, Ky.

Johnny M. Collier, CJC
Clerk of Jessamine County

Jessamine Journal:
Mar. 5, 2026
INSPECTION 3.10.26

PUBLIC NOTICE

DAVID’'S TOWING & RECOV-
ERY, LLC, 150 WILSON CT.,
NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356.
IS SEEKING CLEAR TITLES
FOR THE FOLLOWING VEHI-
CLES:

2006 JEEP GR CHEROKEE:
1J8HR78366C256532, AASIA
KAWANA BERNICE PERRY,
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5025 STRINGHAM CT., DE-
TROIT, MI, 48213

2012 TOYOTARAV 4:
2T3BK4DVDCWO071358,
KATHY FARRELL, 970 MANOR
DR, #76, NEEMAH, WI 54956,
BAYPORT MOTORS LLC, 1557
CTY RD F, LUXEMBURG, WI
54217

2004 HONDA ACCORD:
1THGCM56374A176707,
DANIEL VIOLETTE, 1981 FAIR
OAKS DR., NICHOLASVILLE,
KY 40356

2018 CHEVROLET CRUZE:
1G1BE5SM4J7107237, DIAZ
ROBERTO RAMIREZ, 213
T H A M E S
CIRCLE,NICHOLASVILLE, KY
40356

2013 KIA OPTIMA:
5XXGM4A74DG123648, TUR-
RENT LANEY RODRIGUEZ,
8213 PENNSYLVANIA RUN
RD., LOUISVILLE, KY 40228,
EAGLE FINANCIAL SERV-
ICES, 3411 BARDSTOWN RD.
STE 6, LOUISVILLE, KY 40218

Jessamine Journal:
Feb. 19, 26 and Mar. 5, 2026
AV/06 JEEP

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Jessamine County-City of
Wilmore Joint Board of Adjust-
ment will meet in regular session
at 6:30pm, Thursday, March 19,
2026 in the second-floor court-
room of the Jessamine County
Courthouse located at 101
North Main Street, Nicholasville,
Kentucky. The agenda will be as
follows:

Old Business

Case #11189 — Application for a
Conditional Use permit to oper-
ate a special event venue sub-
mitted by Kevin and Chrissy
Udd for property zoned A-1 at
175 Cassity Way, Jessamine
County, KY.

Case CE2096 — Public Hearing
pursuant to County Ordinance,
Chapter 151 (Unfit Buildings),
Forrest Ham and Wilburt Ham,
for 120 Pekin Lane, Jessamine
County, Kentucky.

New Business

Case #11244 - Application for
Dimensional Variance to reduce
the required front-yard setback
along Crawford Creek Drive
from 50’ to 35’ for construction of
a home submitted by Jeff and Al-
lison Hurst for property zoned
R-1 at Lot #15 Wild Turkey
Court, Jessamine County, Ken-
tucky. PVA Parcel: 071-00-00-
046.15.

Case #11248 — Application for
Dimensional Variance to in-
crease the maximum sign
square-footage from 50’ to 91’
for construction of a sign submit-
ted by Worthington Signs LTD
for property zoned B-3 at 5991
Tates Creek Road, Jessamine
County, Kentucky.

Case #11252 — Application for a
Conditional Use permit to oper-
ate a home occupation submit-
ted by Jeanette Harrington for
property zoned A-1 at 1554
Groggins Ferry Road, Jes-

samine County, KY.

Other Business

Case CE2076 — Public Hearing
pursuant to County Ordinance,
Chapter 151 (Unfit Buildings),
BJT Properties, LLC for 1701
River Road, Jessamine County,
Kentucky.

Jessamine Journal:
Mar. 5, 2026
MEETING 3.19.26

PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice is intended to inform
the residents of Wilmore, Ken-
tucky that the City of Wilmore is
in the process of closing out the
Wilmore Granary Restoration
Phase Il Project. The project
was funded in part by the HUD
Community Development Block
Grant Program. A public hearing
will be held at Wilmore City Hall
(210 S. Lexington Ave,,
Wilmore, KY 40390) on March
13, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. The pur-
pose of this hearing is to review
past use of funds and program
performance. If there are any
questions or comments about
the project, please direct them to
the following:

Harold Rainwater, Mayor
210 S. Lexington Ave.
Wilmore, KY 40390
(859) 858-4411
TDD #: 1-800-648-6056 (for
the hearing impaired)

DISCRIMINATION CLAUSE

The City of Wilmore does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color national origin, sex,
age religion or disability, and
provides, upon request, reason-
able accommodations including
auxiliary aids and services, to af-
ford an individual with a disability
an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in all services, programs
and activities. Any persons re-
quiring special needs assistance
should contact the office of the
Judge/Executive at the afore-
mentioned address, at least five
days prior to the meeting.

Written comments will be re-
ceived until time of the public
hearing.

Jessamine Journal:
Mar. 5, 2026
HEARING 3.13.26

Raise your hand if you
want your business
to make LESS money
next year.

We didn’t think you would. Do you
need to successfully market on a
tight budget? Jessamine County

Classifieds has customizable
programs available to fit any budget.

DON'T WAIT!
Call TODAY
859-553-7057




