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sen. Steve West recognized hy Kentucky GChamher for School Leadership Legislation

AWARD HIGHLIGHTS WEST’S WORK ON SB 4 TO STRENGTHEN TRAINING AND SUPPORT FOR KENTUCKY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

Sen. Steve West, R-
Paris, received the 2026
MVP Award from the
Kentucky Chamber of
Commerce for his legis-
lative leadership, includ-
ing his sponsorship of
Senate Bill (SB) 4, which
establishes a statewide
leadership development
program for new school
principals.

West, chair of the Sen-
ate Education Commit-
tee, was presented with a
commemorative baseball
bat as part of the recog-
nition. He was among
15 lawmakers that the
chamber named legisla-
tive MVP’s following the
2026 Regular Session.

“A principal’s leader-
ship touches every part
of a school, from the sup-
port teachers receive to

the expectations we set
for students,” West said.
“Senate Bill 4 gives new
principals the training
and mentorship they
need to lead with confi-
dence. I appreciate the
Kentucky Chamber’s
recognition and its com-
mitment to this work.
By bringing educators
and the business com-
munity together, we can
build on the Chamber
Foundation’s investment
in school leadership and
give more principals ac-
cess to tools that will
benefit their teachers,
students and communi-

ties.”

SB 4 establishes a
statewide principal
leadership development
practicum beginning

with the 2027—28 school

year. The Kentucky De-
partment of Education
will develop and operate
the four-year framework,
which provides profes-
sional learning and men-
torship during the first
two years, an intensive
leadership program in
the third year as funding
is available and optional
advanced training in the
fourth year.

The third-year pro-
gram will be established
in  partnership with
the Kentucky Cham-
ber Foundation and
include intensive sum-
mer training followed
by sessions throughout
the school year. The ap-
proach builds on the
Foundation’s Leader-
ship Institute for School
Principals, offered in

PUBLIC NOTICE

The second reading of a proposed ordinance #26-1463 amending the Fleming County Budget for Fiscal Year 2026-2027, to
include unanticipated receipts in the General, Road, Jail, Opioid, Dispatch, and ABC funds:

partnership with the
Truist Leadership Insti-
tute.

The existing institute
focuses on practical lead-
ership skills, including
managing change and
building strong school
cultures. According to
the foundation, more
than 600 principals rep-
resenting 112 Kentucky
counties have graduated
from the program.

SB 4 was a Senate pri-
ority measure during the
2026 Regular Session
and became law April 14
after the General Assem-
bly overrode the gover-
nor’s veto.

The Kentucky Cham-
ber’s annual MVP rec-
ognition  honors leg-
islators whose  work
advances its policy pri-
orities, strengthens Ken-
tucky’s business climate
and supports economic
growth. For more infor-
mation, visit kychamber.
com.

Learn more about bills,

Sen. Steve West, R- Paris, receives the Kentucky

Chamber of Commerce’s 2026 MVP Award from An-
nie Santos, public affairs manager for the Chamber.

sion at www.kylegisla-
ture.gov.

Sen. Steve West, R-
Paris, represents the
27th Senate District, in-
cluding Bourbon, Flem-
ing, Harrison, Mason,
Nicholas, Robertson, and
Rowan Counties, and
part of northern Fayette
County. West serves as
chair of the Senate Edu-
cation Committee and

view Subcommittee. He
is also a member of the
Senate Committees on
Agriculture and Natural
Resources and Energy,
and the Budget Review
Subcommittee on Educa-
tion. Additionally, West
is a member of the Edu-
cation Assessment and
Accountability Review
Subcommittee and the

GENERAL 01-4107 UNMINED MINERAL TAX-SHERIFF 87.56
GENERAL 01-4510 STATE GRANTS 113,291.31
GENERAL 01-4544 CITY PORTION OF SENIOR CENTER INS 465.00
GENERAL 01-4544-HR CITY PORTION OF HYPER-REACH 2,725.00
GENERAL 01-4731-R ~ RESTITUTION 288.08
GENERAL 01-4733-CC COBRA HEALTH INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT 1,701.34
ROAD 02-4506 KYTC CPPP FUNDING 404,531.61
ROAD 02-4518-]] BALANCE PRIOR YEAR CRA 143,181.00
ROAD 02-4726 KACO WC INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT 10,825.81
ROAD 02-4728 DONATIONS TO ROAD DEPARTMENT 9,723.00
ROAD 02-4516 TRUCK LICENSE DISTRIBUTION 1,942.22
JAIL 03-4534 JAIL MEDICAL PAYMENT 2,181.33
OPIOID 74-4760 OPIOID ABATEMENT/SETTLEMENT 6,028.81
DISPATCH 76-4510 DISPATCH GRANTS 16,615.63
DISPATCH 76-4510-HB HB 900 (HB1) GRANT 890,000.00
ABC 78-4709 COUNTY PORTION ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE... 3,188.43
ABC 78-4801 MONEY MARKET INTEREST 91.16
Totaling $1,606,867.29 and increasing expenditures in the following:

GENERAL 01-9200-999 RESERVE FOR TRANSFER 118,558.29
GENERAL 01-9400-209 WORKMAN’S COMPENSATION 2,613.93
ROAD 02-9200-999 RESERVE FOR TRANSFER 567,589.71
JAIL 03-9200-999 RESERVE FOR TRANSFER 2,181.33
OPIOID 74-5300-348 ~ OPIOID ABATEMENT/SETTLEMENT EXPENSES — 6,028.81
DISPATCH 76-3145-399 HB 900 (HB1) EXPENSES 890,000.00
DISPATCH 76-9200-999 RESERVE FOR TRANSFER 16,615.63
ABC 78-5015-435 ABC ELIGIBLE EXPENSES 3,279.59

Totaling $1,606,867.29 will be held Tuesday, November 10, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time OR 8:00 a.m. Central Time at the
Fleming County Courthouse. A copy of the proposed ordinance with full text is available for public inspection at the Office of
the County Judge Executive during normal business hours.
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committees,
important updates on
the 2026 Regular Ses-

Kentucky Housing Task

and other Force.

co-chair of the Adminis-
trative Regulation Re-

Election Day is Tuesday November 3, 2026
Polls open at 6:00 Am and Close at 6:00 PM

VOTERS MUST HAVE AN ACCEPTABLE PHOTO ID TO VOTE IN KENTUCKY

Tuesday October 20th WAS the last day to request an absentee.

Tuesday October 5th by 4:00 pm WAS the last day to register to vote for the General Election.

Drop Box Location for Mail Ballot

Fleming County Courthouse (inside by Co. Clerk’s Office door)
100 Court Sq

Flemingsburg, KY 41041

Walk in Absentee voting will be held from October 21, 22, 23 and October 26, 27 & 28 in the County Clerk’s Office from 8:00
am-4:30 pm
Voters must meet requirements prescribed in KRS 117.076 (2)

Early Voting will be held on Thursday October 29th — Saturday October 31st 8:00 am - 4:30 pm at the Fleming County
Extension Office at 1384 Elizaville Rd, Flemingsburg Ky. 41041

POLLING PLACES FOR TUESDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2026

Tilton Fire Dept

8531 Mt. Sterling Rd
Flemingsburg, KY 41041
Precincts: A101 TILTON

Mt. Carmel Fire Dept

144 Foxport Rd

Flemingsburg, KY 41041
Precincts: C101 MT. CARMEL

Muses Mills Fire Dept
3057 Muses Mills Rd
Wallingford, KY 41041
Precincts: B103

Old Ward Elementary School Gym
(NOW HILMAN INDUSTRIES)

12811 Morehead Rd

Wallingford, KY 41041

Precincts: E103 PLUMMERS LANDING

Flemingsburg Church of Nazarene Life Center*
122 Secrest Crossing Rd.

Flemingsburg, KY 41041

Precincts: B102 POPLAR PLAINS

Wallingford Community Church Fellowship Hall
6404 Wallingford Rd

Wallingford, KY 41093

Precincts: B101

Fleming County High School Gym

1685 Elizaville Rd

Flemingsburg, KY 41041

Precincts: A103,D103,D102,C102 (EC. WATER, PVA, MAYORS OFFICE & WOODMAN)

Hillsboro Elementary School Gym

7635 Hillsboro Rd

Hillsboro, KY 41049

Precincts: E101, E102, E104 HILLSBORO, RINGOS MILLS & GRANGE CITY

Ewing Elementary School Gym

5651 Elizaville Rd

Ewing, KY 41039

Precincts: F103, A102, F104 ELIZAVILLE, HILLTOP & COWAN

Ewing Fire Department

1491 Ewing Rd

Ewing, KY 41039

Precincts: F102, F105 EWING & FAIRVIEW

PHOTO ID’S ARE REQUIRED TO VOTE IN KENTUCKY!!!
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS YOU CAN CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE 606 845 8461
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Independent Auditor’s Report

To the People of Kentucky

The Honorable Andy Beshear, Governor

Holly M. Johnson, Secretary

Finance and Administration Cabinet

The Honorable John Sims, Jr., Fleming County Judge/Executive
Members of the Fleming County Fiscal Court

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statement

Opinions

We have audited the accompanying Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Changes in Fund Balances — Regulatory Basis
of the Fleming County Fiscal Court, for the year ended June 30, 2025, and the related notes to the financial statement, which
collectively comprise the Fleming County Fiscal Court’s financial statement as listed in the table of contents.

Unmodified Opinion on Regulatory Basis of Accounting

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all material respects, the receipts,
disbursements, and changes in fund balances - regulatory basis of the Fleming County Fiscal Court, for the year ended June
30, 2025, in accordance with accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the Commonwealth of Kentucky as described in
Note 1.

Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

In our opinion, because of the significance of the matter discussed in the Basis for Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally
Accepted Accounting Principles section of our report, the financial statements do not present fairly, in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, the financial position of each fund of the Fleming
County Fiscal Court, for the year ended June 30, 2025, or the changes in financial position and cash flows thereof for the year
then ended.

Basis for Opinions

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America (GAAS), the
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of
the United States, and the Fiscal Court Audit Guide issued by the Auditor of Public Accounts, Commonwealth of Kentucky.
Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial
Statement section of our report. We are required to be independent of the Fleming County Fiscal Court and to meet our other
ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinions.

Basis for Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

As described in Note 1 of the financial statement, the financial statement is prepared by the Fleming County Fiscal Court on
the basis of the accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the Department for Local Government to demonstrate
compliance with the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s regulatory basis of accounting and budget laws, which is a basis of
accounting other than accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. The effects on the financial
statement of the variances between the regulatory basis of accounting described in Note 1 and accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America, although not reasonably determinable, are presumed to be material and pervasive.
Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statement

Fleming County Fiscal Court’s management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statement
in accordance with accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the Department for Local Government to demonstrate
compliance with the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s regulatory basis of accounting and budget laws. This includes determining
that the regulatory basis of accounting is an acceptable basis for the preparation of the financial statement in the circumstances.
Management is also responsible for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the
preparation and fair presentation of a financial statement that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error. In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or events,
considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Fleming County Fiscal Court’s ability to continue as a going
concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known information that may raise
substantial doubt shortly thereafter.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statement

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statement is free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level
of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS
and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a
material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery,
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there is
a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user
based on the financial statement.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we:

« Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

« Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statement, whether due to fraud or error, and design
and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding
the amounts and disclosures in the financial statement.

« Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in
the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Fleming County Fiscal Court’s
internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

« Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by
management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the financial statement.

« Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt
about the Fleming County Fiscal Court’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and
timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related matters that we identified during the audit.
Other Matters

Supplementary Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statement taken as a whole of the Fleming
County Fiscal Court. The Budgetary Comparison Schedules are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a
required part of the financial statement; however, they are required to be presented in accordance with accounting practices
prescribed or permitted by the Department for Local Government to demonstrate compliance with the Commonwealth of
Kentucky’s regulatory basis of accounting and budget laws.

The accompanying Budgetary Comparison Schedules are the responsibility of management and were derived from and relate
directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statement. Such information has been
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statement and certain additional procedures,
including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare
the financial statement or to the financial statement itself, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing
standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the Budgetary Comparison Schedules are fairly
stated in all material respects in relation to the financial statement as a whole.

Other Information

Management is responsible for the other information included in this report. The other information is comprised of the
schedule of capital assets but does not include the financial statement and our auditor’s report thereon. Our opinions on the
financial statement do not cover the other information, and we do not express an opinion or any form of assurance thereon. In
connection with our audit of the financial statement, our responsibility is to read the other information and consider whether a
material inconsistency exists between the other information and the financial statement, or the other information otherwise
appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the work performed, we conclude that an uncorrected material misstatement of
the other information exists, we are required to describe it in our report.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated July 27, 2026, on our consideration
of the Fleming County Fiscal Court’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to
describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and
not to provide an opinion on the

effectiveness of internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed
in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Fleming County Fiscal Court’s internal control over
financial reporting and compliance.

Based on the results of our audit, we present the accompanying Schedule of Findings and Responses included herein, which
discusses the following report finding:

2025-001 The Fleming County Fiscal Court Did Not Budget Funds Properly

Respectfully submitted,

Allison Ball

Auditor of Public Accounts

Frankfort, Ky

July 27, 2026

State law requires the Auditor of Public Accounts to annually audit fiscal courts, county clerks, and sheriffs; and print the
results in a newspaper having general circulation in the county. The complete audit and any other audit of state agencies, fiscal
courts, county clerks, sheriffs, and property valuation administrators may be viewed in the reports section of the Auditor of
Public Accounts’ website at auditor.ky.gov or upon request by calling 1-800-247-9126.
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