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The Fleming County
Covered Bridge Museum
is scheduled to reopen
on Wednesday, March
4th! This will start our
20th year of operation.
It is hard for me to be-
lieve that this amount of
time has passed. Look-
ing back, I have been in-
volved with the museum
close to 29 years. Back in
1997 and 1998, a group
was formed during the
celebrations of the Bicen-
tennials for Flemings-
burg (1997) and Fleming
County (1998) to estab-
lish a museum. The city
had applied for a grant
through the Department
of Transportation to
renovate what many re-
ferred to as the old Times
Democrat building. This
building would serve as
the museum space. The
group developed bylaws,
elected officers, applied
for non- profit status,
and tried to come up
with ideas to make a lit-
tle money. We had noth-
ing in the treasury! The
late Ruth Rankin gave
us our first donation. We
sold food during election
day. We cooked tender-
loin to sell behind the old
library, as well as at one
of the first “Swinging on
Main” events. We held
an appraisal show in the
old library basement and
charged admission, along
with a silent auction of
donated items. The late

Charles Mattox, who was
the vice-president, held
an artifacts show at the
VFW with an entry fee.
We did receive a Hay-
swood Grant which was
used to purchase some of
the showcases, a camera
and a computer. During
the Bicentennial Cele-
bration in 1997, Charles
and I brought some of
our personal items to
create a small display in
the front room of the mu-
seum (pre-renovation).
On the Sunday after-
noon of the celebration,
we opened the door, to
give the public an idea
of what we were trying
to do. It has been quite
a transformation since
then. Many people have
played a part in that
transformation. So many
of the items which we
have: showcases, tables,
chairs, etc. were donated
by individuals and busi-
nesses. They are not
only useful, but also pro-
vide unique stories from
our county. If you have
not visited our museum
before, I hope you will
make an effort to come
in. If it has been a while,
come in to see what has
been added. Beginning
in March we will resume
our regular hours of
Wednesdays 10:00-4:00
and Saturdays, 12:00-
4:00. We are happy to
schedule groups at oth-
er times on other days.

Please call the Chamber
at 845-1223 for more in-
formation.

Our first special
display for this year is
to spotlight health care.
We have a long history
of various doctors that
practiced in many of our
towns. The long journey
to establish a county
hospital ended in the
early 1960’s when Flem-
ing County Hospital was
built. We have had many
Fleming Countians who
chose to become nurses,
doctors, dentists, physi-
cal therapists, techni-
cians, etc. If you have
pictures, items, news
articles, etc. related to
health care that you are
willing to loan, please
bring them in and we will
add them to our display.

February is Black
History month. I'd like
to share some informa-
tion about a few notable
residents from Fleming
County.

Scottie Hendrix—
While looking on Wikipe-
dia one day, I came across
this unfamiliar name.
“Scott Charles Hendrix
(April 3, 1883—August
21, 1982) nicknamed
“Iron Man” was an
American Negro League
pitcher in the 1910’s. A
native of Sherburne, KY,
Hendrix played for the
Lincoln Giants in 1918.
In six recorded games
on the mound, he posted

a 4.67 ERA over 52 in-
nings. Hendrix died in
Chicago, Illinois in 1982
at age 99.”

I would love to learn
more about him, if any-
one has the information.

Allie “Honey” Jones
(November 22, 1922-Feb-
ruary 15, 2015) Allie
was the son of Alvin and
Nettie Young Jones. He
served overseas in World
War II and received two
purple hearts. Accord-
ing to his discharge pa-
pers, Allie was a medium
tank crewman (a driver
and mechanic). He was
in Northern France,
Ardennes, Rhineland,
Central Europe. Allie re-
ceived the purple heart
with oak leaf clusters,
the American Defense
ribbon, American The-
ater ribbon, European
African Middle Eastern
ribbon, with four bronze
stars and WWII Victory
medal.

Allie received his ba-
sic training at Ft. Knox,
KY. After 18 months at
Ft. Knox, Allie was sent

to Aberdeen Proving
Grounds at Aberdeen,
Maryland for further

specialized training in
tank warfare. Allie was
the driver (in a five-man
crew) of a Sherman tank,
although each member
was trained in all crew
jobs. Upon reaching the
European Theater, his
unit was attached to

General Patton’s Third
Army. As they advanced
into France and Belgium,
his unit saw action in the
“Battle of the Bulge” as
well as other battles.

Allie was wounded
in action near Obreck,
France, November 20,
1944, and at Luxemburg,
Germany, January 1945.
He was honorably dis-
charged on November
13, 1945, as a PFC hav-
ing been a Corporal dur-
ing part of his European
service.

Val Todd—Accord-
ing to an article writ-
ten in the Floyd County
Times (2/2/77) “Todd was
married to a black wom-
an who in 1842 was the
property of Thomas Wal-
lace of Flemingsburg; for
that year Wallace died
and according to his will
on record at the Flem-
ing County courthouse,
gave his slaves a choice
in their future. Wallace’s
will stated that any of his
slaves who wished could
become the property of
his daughter, Amelia
Wallace, or if they chose
to leave the country and
travel to Liberia in Af-
rica, he would pay their
costs of such a trip.

Wallace’s slave who
was married to Val Todd
wanted to accept the free-
dom offer, but she loved
her husband and he was
the property of Rev. Da-
vid Todd. Rev. Todd, a

Presbyterian  minister
in Flemingsburg, heard
about the desire of the
couple to remain togeth-
er and he gave Val Todd
his freedom. According
to Dr. William Talley,
an 1841 law stipulated
that a slave could not be
given freedom unless the
black left the state. Word
of the couple’s freedom
and their plans to leave
northeastern Kentucky
and make the long trip
to Africa spread. Thomas
Wallace had provided all
the necessary money for
the trip in his will, but
when a relative of Wal-
lace’s heard about the
planned departure, he
came to Flemingsburg
with the intentions of
taking them off to anoth-
er city and selling them
to the highest bidder.”
The citizens of Flemings-
burg alerted authorities
who informed the rela-
tive that he had an hour
to leave town or be jailed.

According to the ar-
ticle, Todd and his wife
were involved in the de-
velopment of the coun-
try of Liberia and Todd
became President of that
country. I would welcome
any more information
about Val Todd’s life in
Liberia.
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I. DEFINITIONS

whether liquid or solid.

individuals, including mobile homes.

Public Notice

The first reading of Ordinance 26-1440 was conducted on February 10, 2026 by the Fleming County Fiscal Court. The second
reading and passage will be held Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at the Fleming County Fiscal Court meeting to be held at the
Fleming County High School, 1658 Elizaville Road, Flemingsburg, KY 41041. Full text of said Ordinance is below. Direct any
questions to the Office of the Fleming County Judge/Executive, 100 Court Sq., Flemingsburg, KY 41041 Phone (606)845-

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES IN FLEMING COUNTY, KENTUCKY
WHEREAS, the Fleming County Fiscal Court has the authority pursuant to KRS 67.083(3)(a) and KRS 67.083 to enact ordi-
nances to cause the abatement of nuisances; and,
WHEREAS, there exists in areas of Fleming County, Kentucky, properties whose condition or use causes or tends to cause
substantial diminishing value of residential or commercial properties adjacent thereto, or prevent or interfere with the use and
enjoyment of adjoining property, or tends to render such properties as dangerous or detrimental or adverse to the health and
welfare of the residents of Fleming County, Kentucky; and
NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Fiscal Court of the Fleming County , Commonwealth of Kentucky, as follows:

1. Definition of “Nuisance.” For the purpose of this ordinance, the term nuisance refers to a public nuisance, which
is any condition or use of premises which is detrimental to the property of others, the use and enjoyment thereof, or the value
of other property in the immediate vicinity in which such premises are located. This includes, but is not limited to, the ac-

cumulation, keeping or existence of the following:

a. Ashes, rubbish, garbage, building debris, construction waste, unused appliances, inoperable or unregistered
vehicles or auto parts, unused or inoperable farm equipment, or other equipment and any other refuse or waste of any kind,

b. Any structure which becomes unfit or unsafe for human use, habitation or occupancy or other condition on
property which renders said property unhealthy, unsanitary, dangerous or injurious to occupants of the property or to other

C. The growth of grass, trees, vines, underbrush or other forms of vegetation or the accumulation of dead trees,
vines, bushes, weeds, underbrush, or other vegetation in such a manner and extent that the subject property may reason-
ably become inhabited by rodents, mosquitos or other vermin or animals, so as to endanger the public health and safety, or
to cause or support the transmission of disease. The existence or growth of untended vegetative growth in excess of twelve
(12) inches in height shall be prima facie evidence of a nuisance hereunder. However, in determining the existence of such

nuisance, the proximity to other property owners and historic or traditional use and maintenance of the subject property and
adjoining properties shall be considered.

d. Brush piles or other discarded vegetative materials, unless stored at least one hundred (150) feet from the
property line of an adjoining neighbor, provided that active composting shall be exempted here from unless causing noxious
odor emanating onto the property of others, and further exempting grass clippings or yard waste which may be stored on a
residential property for up to thirty (30) days prior to removal.

e. Used tires if more than twenty (20) tires accumulate upon property in a building or other enclosed structure
protected from the elements and out of view of any public roadway, or more than ten (10) tires accumulate or are stored upon
property outside of a building or enclosed structure. Contiguous properties under common operation shall be considered one
property for purposes of this section. Under no circumstances shall tires be accumulated or stored within view of a public
roadway or adjoining property. If more than twenty (20) tires accumulate in the normal course of business or agricultural
activity, such tires shall not be determined to be a nuisance under this ordinance if stored in an enclosed roadworthy trailer
until shipment to a recycler or disposal facility. “Normal course of business” shall refer to automobile or equipment repair, or
the other use of tires as part of such automobile or equipment, and not to the business of shipping, storing, or trading used
tires, which shall be subject to the limitations above unless a licensed tire retailer.

f. Sewage, Septic Systems, and Wastewater, Any condition involving the improper collection, discharge, or disposal
of human sewage, wastewater, or septic effluent, including but not limited to: Illegal discharges releasing sewage or wastewater
onto the ground surface, into ditches, waterways or storm drains; Failing, leaking, overflowing, or malfunctioning septic
systems that allow sewage to surface or migrate onto adjacent property; Failure to connect to a public sewer system when such
service is available within a reasonable distance as required by law; Any condition in violation of KRS 211.180, 902 KAR 10,
or any regulation of the Kentucky Department for Public Health or Cabinet for Health and Family Services governing sewage
disposal. Such conditions are hereby declared to be public nuisances per se.

2. Nothing herein shall preclude enforcement of Fleming County Fiscal Court Ordinance No.26-1440, or state or
federal statutes and regulations, pertaining to solid waste, and the accumulation of any substance, whether specified hereun-
der, shall be deemed a nuisance if defined as solid waste by Ordinance, or other applicable law.

1L PROHIBITED ACTS AND/OR OMISSIONS

It shall be unlawful for the owner, occupant or person having control or management of land within Fleming County, Ken-
tucky, to permit or cause a nuisance to develop or exist thereon.

111 ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

1. Complaints. Any citizen may make a Complaint to the Fleming County Fiscal Court, provided that such Com-
plaint shall be made in writing on a form provided by the Fleming County Fiscal Court, and shall identify the complainant.
Whether or not a citizen Complaint is made, nuisances shall be investigated by the Fleming County Judge/Executive, Solid
Waste Enforcement Officer, peace officers, or any other County employee as designated by the County Judge/Executive.

2. Notice to Abate. The Fleming County Judge/Executive, Solid Waste Enforcement Officer, County Attorney, or
other authorized officer, shall serve or cause to be served a notice upon the owner, occupant or person having control or
management of any premises on which there is kept, maintained or permitted any nuisance in violation of the provisions of
this ordinance. Such notice shall describe the nuisance and demand that the nuisance shall be abated within the time provided
in the notice.

3. Service of Notice. Notice shall be deemed effectuated upon violators, including owners and occupants of the
property, by personal service. Additionally, a copy of such notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises af-
fected by the notice.

Iv. ABATEMENT LIEN

1. Creation of Lien. The Fiscal Court of Fleming County, Kentucky, shall have a lien against the property upon
which the nuisance exists for the reasonable value of labor, materials, equipment use, landfill tipping fees and administra-

tive costs thereby expended and used in abating, correcting or remedying any violation of this ordinance. The affidavit of the
Fleming County Judge/Executive or Solid Waste Enforcement Officer shall constitute prima facie evidence of the amount of
the lien and shall be recorded in the office of the Fleming County Clerk.

V. APPEALS

1. Notice of Appeal. Within thirty (30) days of service of Notice of Abatement, any owner, occupant or person ag-
grieved may appeal the decision to the Fleming County Fiscal Court by filing a notice of appeal with the Office of the Fleming
County Judge/Executive.

2. Appeal to Circuit Court. An appeal from the decision of the Fleming County Fiscal Court may be taken to the
Fleming County Circuit Court in the same manner as any civil action under the Kentucky Rules of Civil Procedure.
VL DELEGATION OF ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITY

This ordinance shall be enforced by the Fleming County Judge/Executive, Solid Waste Enforcement Officer, County Sheriff, or
County Road Supervisor.
VIL PENALTIES

1. Criminal Penalties. Failure by the owner, lessee, occupant or person having charge of any property where a
nuisance is maintained shall constitute a criminal offense and upon conviction be fined not less than One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each offense, and/or be sentenced to a period of confinement not
to exceed 12 months. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense.

2. Civil Penalties. In lieu of criminal penalties, the Fleming County Fiscal Court may recover civil penalties in any
lien enforcement or cost recovery action before the Fleming County Circuit Court.

Given FIRST READING this 10th day of February, 2026. Signed: John Sims Jr., Fleming County Judge/Executive
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Subscrihe Today!
Call 606-845-9211
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RETIREMENT

ARE YOU RETIRING OR HAVE YOU
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RETIRED?

WANT TO ROLL OVER YOUR IRA

OR 401K AND PAY NO TAXES OR

DO YOU HAVE FUNDS THAT ARE
NOT WORKING FOR YOU?

DO YOU NEED AN INCOME
WITHOUT TOUCHING THE

PRINCIPLE?

BE THE BOSS OF YOUR
RETIREMENT, PUT YOUR MONEY
TO WORK FOR YOU WITH UP TO
8% INTEREST!

FOR A PERSONAL AND
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT:

CALL JIM AT 606-683-2104
CELL: 859-948-4376
EMAIL: gatesjimmie@yahoo.com

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?7??
INTEREST BUSTER

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?7??
INTEREST BUSTER

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?7??
INTEREST BUSTER
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