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Paid for by Kelli Abston

 Now Hiring
Adult Peer Support Specialist 

Foothills Recovery in Albany, KY is a 
residential substance abuse treatment center 

for adult males. We are looking for passionate, 
driven individuals to join our team and make a 
difference in the lives of individuals suffering 
from addiction. Must be willing to become a 

Registered Peer Support Specialist in the state 
of Kentucky. You can apply on our website:

www.foothillsrecovery.org,
or send a resume to careers@fhainc.org

Call to order or drop by for premade bouquets, flowers, and gifts for any budget.

606-328-0354
150 Westview Shopping Center

Hours: Mon - Fri: 8:00 - 5:30, Sat: 8:00 - 12:30

New this Year
The Key to My Heart bouquet!

available in small and large

VALENTINE’S FLOWERS
ARE HERE!

Choose from a variety of rose 
colors, plus:

Valentine’s Day cards, chocolate, 
teddy bears, and other stuffed 
animals, balloons, and more!

Regular
1/2 Dozen - $45

Dozen - $75
Deluxe

1/2 Dozen - $60
Dozen - $100

Premium
1/2 Dozen - $75
Dozen - $125

RE-ELECT

Jason Pitman
Magistrate District 2

Dedication and Determination

Paid for by Candidate
#3 on the Ballot

Council
Continued from page 1

Little has called the sit-
uation an administrative 
oversight and not an inten-
tional act.

He said the second phase 
of the process would be to 
give the PSC information 
about the calculation chang-
es (for the water increases 
over time). 

The attorney said the 
process could take several 
months.

The total amount the city 
could owe the Cumberland 
Water District could be a 
little over $200,000, but lo-
cal offi cials hope there can 
be a compromise between 
the two that the PSC would 
agree on, since the situation 
apparently was an admin-
istrative oversight that has 
occurred over the years.

Also, it was noted at a 
meeting last month by the 
Cumberland Water District 
Manager that over 1,600 
Cumberland County resi-
dents rely on water that is 
purchased from Albany.

Councilwoman Renee 
York asked Little whether or 
not the Cumberland County 
Water District was going to 
sue to get their money back 
due to the PSC complaint.

Little indicated he was 
not sure, but said he didn’t 
expect any further investi-
gation and “we are looking 
at a technical violation.”

Councilman Reed Sloan 
also asked if the city wanted 
to charge Cumberland more 
than the current $2.92, what 
process would they have to 
take.

Little said the city would 
have to fi le a tariff (some-

thing of a notice) to Cum-
berland Water District, stat-
ing its intent to change rates.

It was noted again that 
at one point, when Albany 
asked the price to purchase 
water from neighboring 
Wayne County, their price 
per 1,000 gallons was 
$3.50, this noting CWD is 
basically already receiving 
a bargain price.

The council then moved 
on to other business, with 
Albany Mayor James Bray 
informing the council that 
bids for new roofi ng at the 
old fi re deparmtnet had 
been advertised and it was 
explained that new roofi ng 
was also needed on the pig 
barn (city’s maintenance/
storage) building.

The mayor also stated 
that the drop-off at the old 
city hall is back open for 
customers who wish to drop 
off their bills at that location 
and plans are in the works to 
possibly install some type of 
outdoor mailbox drop-off in 
front of the building.

The council again briefl y 
discussed putting city label-
ing on all city used/owned 
vehicles, with the mayor 
saying that was still in the 
works to be done.

Councilman Eric Smith 
asked about any progress 
made on the nuisance site on 
Tennessee Shortcut Road, 
with Mayor Bray saying 
that Attorney Hoover has all 
the documentation on fi le 
and is ready to take legal ac-
tion if necessary.

Under the city’s nui-
sance ordinance, if a site or 
location that is considered 
a nuisance exists, someone 
has to fi le a complaint, and 
can do so anonymously. 
Anyone wishing to report 
such a location can fi ll out 
a nuisance form and return 
it to City Hall and the com-
plaint will be investigated.

Due to most city work-
ers, primarily water depart-
ment employees, out work-
ing to repair water leaks 
last Tuesday evening, de-
partment head reports were 
not included on the meeting 
agenda.

However, Mayor Bray 
did give a brief water de-
partment and water distri-
bution report to the council, 
pertaining to water that was 
treated over the past month 
at both plants.

Both Plants A and B 
combined treated over 3.9 
million gallons of water, or 
a 79 percent usage rate--be-
low the state recommended 
cut-off rate of 85 percent.

The mayor noted, when 
discussing the current ban 
on new taps until the rate 
meets state standards, a 
year-long study has been 
ongoing and that year is 
almost up. He said the per-
centage over the past year 
combining monthly aver-
ages should be under the 85 
percent mark.

Councilman Sloan also 
asked if anything (like a 
ban) could be done with 
Cumberland County since 
they purchase water from 
Albany.

Mayor Bray also up-
dated the council on the 
ongoing funding search for 
monies to construct a new 
treatment plant, which he 
estimated would cost ap-
proximately $34 million.

He admitted the city 
may have to “piece meal” 
the project, getting funding 
as it becomes available.

Councilman Smith 
thanked the mayor for his 
work on the recent $7.3 
million in federal funding 
announced by U.S. Senator 
Mitch McConnell.

The mayor said the city, 
after action taken later in 
the meeting, had about $10 
million toward the fi nal goal 
needed.

Commonwealth En-
gineer Travis Harper also 
told the council their fi rm 
is keeping updated on pos-
sible funding sources, with 
Councilwoman York thank-
ing the engineers for their 
assistance with the project.

Under the water depart-
ment report, the mayor not-
ed over the past month, up to 
last Tuesday, there had been 
41 water leaks repaired, 33 
of which were service lines 
and eight mains.

The council then voted 
on two resolutions, one per-
taining to a grant applica-
tion which would go toward 
funding of the proposed 
new water treatment plant.

Councilman Junior 
Gregory made a motion to 
adopt a resolution autho-
rizing the completion and 
fi ling of a Government Re-
sources Accelerating Need-
ed Transformation Grant of 
2024 project for application 
for up to $6.22 million from 
the Cabinet for Economic 
Development. The motion 
passed unanimously.

The second resolution 
was to accept supplemental 
assistance under the Clean 

Water Act, and pertained to 
leftover funds from the Du-
vall Valley water line con-
struction project.

On a motion by Coun-
cilwoman York, the council 
unanimously approved a 
resolution accepting assis-
tance in leftover funds in 
the amount of $72,388 to be 
used for other water related 
projects.

Mayor Bray then gave 
appreciation to all city em-
ployees, especially those in 
the water department, for 
their work. He noted their 
long hours in the nighttime 
and cold temperatures in re-
pairing water leaks and try-
ing to keep water to custom-
ers. He noted the previous 
period had been a “trying 
week.”

He also noted that the 
weather had delayed the 
start of installation of new 
master meters, which he 
says will further help detect 
water leaks sooner.

Councilman Randy 
Speck also thanked the local 
EMS for their work during 
the most recent winter 
storm.

Sydney Parmley, a local 
business owner in down-
town Albany, addressed the 
council about traffi c issues 
at crosswalks.

Parmley said there are 
no traffi c signs in front of 
her store, near the corner of 
South Cross and Jefferson 
Streets, and she would like 
to see more signage put out.

The business owner not-
ed poor visibility between 
parked vehicles and the 
streets.  More foot traffi c 
with the addition of stores 
and an apartment building 
made it dangerous for pe-
destrians, especially chil-
dren.

It was noted that the road 
(127) is a state roadway. The 
highway department would 
have to be asked for assis-
tance in putting up signs 
there and the mayor said he 
would gather information 
and ask the state for help.

Albany Police Chief 
Mark Bell also agreed that 
crosswalks were a problem 
area and that the 25 mph 
speed limit should be 15 
mph instead through those 
areas.

There was a question of 
whether or not the city, with 
it being on a state roadway, 
could take steps to reduce 
the speed limit on its own, 
since the streets are in the 
city limits. Offi cials will 
check into that possibility 
as well.

Councilman Reed Sloan 
then made a motion that 
the city begin posting water 
leaks and other outage in-
formation on its Facebook 
page. The motion passed by 
unanimous vote.

The next regular meet-
ing of Albany City Council 
is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 3, at 5 p.m. at the 
Clinton County Adult Edu-
cation Building on N. Hwy. 
127 Business and is open to 
the public.


