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Hunting and fishing licenses available

By Tom Latek
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT — The
2026-27 Kentucky license
year for fishing, hunting,
boating and more began
March 1, so outdoor
enthusiasts can now buy
all the licenses, tags and
permits they need to enjoy

Kentucky’s outdoors
through the end of
February 2027.

Licenses and permits
are sold online through
the Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife
Resource’s License Sales
portal and the My Profile
app, both searchable on
the department’s website
at fw.ky.gov. Licenses and
permits also are sold at
agent locations across the
state.

A list of license agent
locations by county is
available on the depart-
ment’s website.

The 2026-27 license and
permit fees will remain
the same as the part
license year.

In Kentucky, a license
covers basic hunting or
fishing for many species,
whereas additional state
permits are required when
pursuing specific species,
such as fishing for trout or
hunting for migratory
birds, deer, wild turkey or
black bear.

Sportsmen’s-type
licenses include multiple
species permits as well as
basic hunting and fishing
privileges.

For newcomers to all
the great outdoor oppor-
tunities that Kentucky has

The 2026-27 license and permit fees will remain the same as the part license year.

to offer, a reduced-cost
sportsman’s license is now
available for resident first-
time buyers. Only indi-
viduals who have not
purchased an annual
Kentucky hunting or
fishing license - or a
combination license that
includes an annual license
- since 1996 are eligible.
The $37 license includes

a resident hunting and
fishing license, spring
turkey permit, fall turkey
permit, trout permit, state
migratory bird and
waterfowl permit and
statewide deer permit.
Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife provides a num-
ber of resources to assist
avid outdoor enthusiasts
and newcomers alike with

information on water-
bodies, public lands,
fishing and hunting edu-
cation and all the regula-
tions to help anglers and
hunters make the most of
their time outdoors via its
website and the hunting
and fishing guides it pro-
duces annually.

This includes the new
Fishing and Boating Guide

available online and in

print.
The

receives

department
its primary

funding through revenue
raised by the sale of

hunting

and fishing

licenses and permits, as
well as federal excise taxes
generated by the sale of
recreational firearms and
ammunition, archery gear
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and fishing equipment.

For more information,
go to the Kentucky Fish
and Wildlife Licenses
webpage or type
“Licenses” into the search
bar on the agency website
at fw.ky.gov. call 800-858-
1549 or at info.
center@ky.gov, week days
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (ET),
except holidays.
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