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Federal Al project expected to bring economic growth

Local leaders believe DOE
site initiative will lead to job
creation and investment

BY BEN OVERBY
NEWS@TRIBUNECOURIER.COM
Paducah and

McCracken County
officials are
anticipating
future eco-
nomic growth
after the U.S.
Department
of Energy
Paducah Site
was chosen for
a federal artifi-
cial intelligence
data center

project.
The site,
home to

the decom-
missioned
Paducah Gas-
eous Diffusion
Plant, was one
of four loca-
tions selected
by the DOE
to advance the
White House’s Al action
plan. The sites were
chosen based on their
capability for new power
generation and available
infrastructure to support
large-scale data centers,
according to a news
release from the DOE.
McCracken County
Judge Executive Craig
Clymer said he has
been working alongside
organizations like the
Paducah Area Chamber
of Commerce, Great-
er Paducah Economic
Development (GPED)
and the Paducah-Mc-
Cracken County Indus-
trial Development
Authority (IDA), to rein-
dustrialize the Paducah

Craig Clymer

George Bray

DOE Site since he took
office seven years ago.

“We have announced,
city and county, that we
are nuclear friend-
ly,” Clymer said.
“We want to be
aggressive in pro-
moting our site
here for futuristic
clean energy. Arti-
ficial intelligence is
the future. They’re
huge power con-
sumers. We want
to build that infra-
structure.”

Clymer said the
next step in the
project will involve
the DOE sending
out requests for
proposals to Al and
power generation
companies in the
private sector. He
anticipates the pro-
cess will be com-
pleted within a year and
wants the community to
have input on the deci-
sion.

The judge executive
said he believes the
project will create a sig-
nificant number of high
paying technical jobs,
as well as construction
jobs to aid in building
the necessary infrastruc-
ture. Local leaders said
they will not know how
many jobs the project
will create until the proj-
ect is further along in its
development. Paducah
Mayor George Bray said
the nature of Al further
complicates the num-
bers.

“We’re unclear as to
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A Feb. 23, 2024, photo shows the sign for the Department of Energy site in Paducah. The site is one of four cho-
sen for Al data centers and energy generation projects.

how many jobs at this
point, because Al infra-
structure projects are
a lot like Bitcoin proj-
ects. They’re basically
a lot of computers in a
big building, and people
have to take care of the
computers,” Bray said.
“It’s not like your tradi-
tional manufacturing site
where there’s hundreds
or thousands of jobs
to make cars or steel
or something like that.
So, we're still trying to
understand that.”

Bray said while sev-
eral projects have been
pursued in recent years
to revive the Paducah
site — including Glob-
al Laser Enrichment’s
plans to create a first-of-
its-kind facility to re-en-
rich the depleted ura-
nium at the site to fuel
nuclear power plants and
reactors — the Al infra-
structure project has
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Sterling was named to
five Pro Bowls and earned
first-team All-Pro honors
the three years he led the
league in receptions. He
averaged 85 catches in his
career — an unheard of
number for that era and
10 more than Jerry Rice
averaged in his first seven
seasons.

In his last season he led
the league with 18 touch-
down receptions, includ-
ing a trio of scores in his
final game despite deal-
ing with numbness in his
arms and tingling in his
neck caused by an abnor-
mal loosening of the first
and second vertebrae in
his cervical spine.

He had felt increas-
ingly bothersome symp-
toms over the last half of
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largely evolved in 2025.
He believes the rapid
progression is the result
of the federal govern-
ment wanting to make
sure the U.S. is not left
behind other nations in
Al development.

“It’s happened very
quickly,” Bray said. “In
my impression, the U.S.
government has made
the decision that we
are not going to be left
behind in Al. We're in an
international race with
other countries, most
likely China. So, the gov-
ernment has come in
and they have reduced
the decision-making
time frame for get-
ting these things done
because of the impor-
tance of AL.”

Bray said being cho-
sen for this facility is a
validation of all the work
that has been put into
revitalizing the DOE

Paducah Site and a pos-
itive for the city’s brand
nationwide. He said he’s
aware that some people
may be skeptical or have
concerns about the data
center, but he believes
Al is an unavoidable part
of the future that should
be embraced, especially
because of the opportu-
nities it creates.

“The bottom line is
artificial intelligence, I
can tell you from person-
al knowledge, is coming
like a freight train, and it
is not getting out of the
way for anybody,” Bray
said. “The United States
government has chosen
Paducah as a site, and
we as leadership in that
community are embrac-
ing that selection. I
acknowledge that people
are going to have con-
cerns, and I understand
those concerns, but
artificial intelligence is

here.”

Clymer said the pro-
cess of the Paducah
site being chosen has
included the coopera-
tion of many legislators
from Kentucky, includ-
ing U.S. Sens. Rand Paul
and Mitch McConnell
and Rep. James Comer.
McConnell released a
statement in support of
the decision on Thurs-
day.

“This is great news for
the Paducah community,
and I want to thank Pres-
ident Trump for select-
ing the Paducah Site to
host new Al infrastruc-
ture,” McConnell said.
“The site at the Paducah
Gaseous Diffusion Plant
has long held a critical
role in advancing U.S.
national security, and is
poised, yet again, to be
a national leader in an
emerging and important
technology.”

OFFER GOOD
MARKET & MEAT [ aetions ok
CLOSED SUNDAY _
PROCESSING INC. 1/2 Unit
8705 Ogden Landing Rd. 6 Ib.
West Paducah, KY 42086 5 Ib.
5 Ib.
| 270-488-3556 51b.
WE ACCEPT EBT & ILLINOIS LINKS e Yes! We have GIFT CARDS! 2.5 Ib.
Visit Us at: www.hughesmarket.com or on facebook 2 Ib.
PRICES AND QUANTITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 2 Ib.
All our bundles are cut fresh daily and vacuum packed. No need to 2.5 Ib.
pre-order. Just come in and tell us the bundle you want and we will 8ib
have you on your way. No waiting, as we cut 50 or more bundles daily. 6 Ib.
Thr 10 Ib.
Weeks 12 b,
5 Ib.
2 | 12 to 14 oz. USDA Select or Better 8 Ib.
Boneless Rib Eye Steaks g::-
21b. | 81% Lean Ground Beef lﬁsl::;
(2-1 Ib. Bags Frozen) 75 Ib.
21b. | Center Cut Pork Chops fb5|:,b'
2 1b. | Country Style Ribs :‘:l:b
2 Ib. | Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast :::-

BUILD YOUR OWN BUNDLE! MIX & MATCH!

(Packaging to portion size & freezer wrapped FREE)
No more than one of each item - Price/Qty subject to change.

Whole Unit

12 Ib. Ground Chuck (1 Lb. Packs)
10 Ib. Chopped Sirloin Patties

10 Ib. Beef Patties

8 Ib. Arm Roast

5 Ib. Round Steak

4 Ib. T-Bone Steaks

4 |b. New York Strip Steaks

5 Ib. Boneless Top Sirloin Steaks
16 Ib. Boneless Pork Chops

12 Ib. Center Cut Pork Chops

20 Ib. Mixed Cut Chops

24 |b. First Cut Pork Chops

10 Ib. Ozark Pride Ham

16 Ib. Boneless Pork Loin Roast
18 Ib. Pork Steak or Pork Roast
18 Ib. Pork Cutlets or Pork Patties
20 Ib. Country Style Ribs

9 |h. Platter Sliced Bacon

15 Ib. Pork Sausage

5 Ib. Minute Steaks

20 Ib. Whole Fryers or 8-pc Cut-Up Fryers
40 Ib. Chicken Leg Quarters (4 Pk)
10 Ib. Breaded Chicken Strips (5 Lb. Pk)
10 Ib. Breaded Chicken Patties

10 Ib.
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Ozark Pride Deli Sliced Ham (1 Lb. Pk.)

86 A Commerce Blvd.

Benton, KY 42025
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