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Kentucky Governor’s School for
the Arts announces 2025 Class

KY Performing Arts
The Kentucky Gover-
nor’s School for the Arts
(GSA) has announced its
2025 class, marking the
39th year the program has
been welcoming student
artists from across the
Commonwealth.

Since 1987, more than
8,500 rising high school
juniors and seniors have
arrived on a college cam-
pus setting to immerse

themselves in an arts in-
tensive environment, with
cross-discipline learning,
special guest artist perfor-
mances and the opportunity
to access critical life-chang-
ing college scholarships.
The 2025 class included
512 students from 72 dif-
ferent counties that were
hosted at The University of
Kentucky over two consec-
utive sessions throughout
the summer. Each of the

two sessions were three
weeks, with Session One
taking place June 8 to June
28 and Session Two July 6
to July 26.

During the program, stu-
dent-artists were immersed
in a rigorous schedule of
daily seminars, creative
projects, master classes and
lectures. Instruction was
offered in nine disciplines:
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KRS 80.030

— Directed Housing Au-
thority staff to ignore laws
and regulations, misused po-
lice resources and made in-
appropriate remarks during
city business

— Created a personal po-
lice protection detail using
city resources

— Falsely asserted city
jurisdiction over FEMA
contractors working outside
city limits

— Failed to meet city res-
idency requirements

— Used a personal media
outlet to target a city em-
ployee

— Refused to hold regu-
lar council meetings without
the consent of a majority of
council members

— Altered and rejected
city contracts without noti-
fying the legislative body

— Improperly released
a recorded call between a
crime victim and a city po-
lice officer.

Council Member Stacy
Benge moved to table the
resolution, but it failed to
receive a second. Council
Member Kelly Greene then
moved to vote, seconded by
Justin Young. The motion
passed with all voting in fa-
vor except Benge.

However, the legality of
the vote immediately came
into question. Mayor Wed-
dle argued that approval
of the full council was re-
quired, not just a majority.
City Council Attorney Con-
rad Cessna disagreed, stat-
ing that the higher threshold
applied only at the hearing
stage. City Attorney Larry
Bryson maintained that a
majority of the full council
was required to adopt the
resolution.

As tensions escalated, TJ
Roberts introduced himself
as outside legal counsel re-
tained by the council, but
was met with loud boos
from the crowd. The mayor,
pointing out that no public
motion had been made to
hire Roberts, told him to sit
down. Roberts obliged.

Mayor Weddle then ac-
cused the council of skip-
ping due process.

“Let’s get this on the re-
cord — every accusation
that you guys have made,
you have a due diligence,
according to KRS, to start
an investigation exploratory
subcommittee. How come
that has not been done on
any of this?” he asked. “You
have not done it — and you
know why you’ve not done
it.”

Council Member Judd
Weaver then moved to hire
attorney Chris Wiest. That
motion passed.

“Another attorney for
the city folk to have to pay,

but you [couldn’t] care less
about the roads,” Weddle
commented.

Later, Weaver made a
motion for a point of clari-
fication on whether the res-
olution had passed. Bryson
recommended waiting for
legal review before proceed-
ing, and Roberts’ second
attempt to speak was again
drowned out by booing from
the crowd.

Carmine G. Iaccarino, at-
torney for Mayor Weddle,
then addressed the council,
stating, “I think that Mr.
Bryson’s recommendation is
very well advised. In order
to ensure due process, and
that the Kentucky Revised
Statutes are in fact followed,
in such an important situa-
tion as the removal and nul-
lification of the vote of the
people of London.”

Weaver asked Iaccarino
whether the resolution re-
quired six votes. laccarino
deferred, replying, “My rec-
ommendation is to follow
Mr. Bryson’s recommenda-
tion.”

Weaver then asked for the
determination of the chair,
Mayor Weddle, to which
the mayor replied, “I think
we’re taking the recommen-
dation of the city attorney.”

Weaver moved to appeal
the decision, which was
seconded by Greene, but no
vote or discussion followed.

Weddle would go on to
adjourn the meeting himself,
stating, “The chair has the
ability to adjourn a meet-
ing. We’re getting nowhere.
The chair is adjourning the
meeting. The meeting is ad-
journed.”

With that, the mayor and
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TJ Roberts introduced himself as outside legal coun-
sel retained by the council, but was met with loud
boos from attendees.

council members dispersed,
and the status of the resolu-
tion remained unresolved as
of press time Tuesday.

Should the public hearing
move forward, discussion
indicated that it would be a
special meeting set for Au-
gust 20 at 9 a.m.

That meeting was con-
firmed Tuesday by Roberts
and Cessna, though Cessna
acknowledged there had
been no further discussion
of a legal review.

Attempts  to  contact
Bryson for confirmation
were unsuccessful as of
press time.

In preliminary research,
The Sentinel-Echo found no
specific reference to sched-
uling a hearing but did find
the following clause as part
of KRS 83A.040 in regard to
removal of city officials:

“Except in cities of the
first class, any elected offi-
cer, in case of misconduct,
incapacity, or willful neglect
in the performance of the
duties of his or her office,
may be removed from of-
fice by a unanimous vote of
the members of the legisla-
tive body exclusive of any
member to be removed, who
shall not vote in the deliber-
ation of his or her removal.
No elected officer shall be
removed without having
been given the right to a full
public hearing. The officer,
if removed, shall have the
right to appeal to the Circuit
Court of the county and the
appeal shall be on the re-
cord. No officer so removed
shall be eligible to fill the
office vacated before the ex-
piration of the term to which
originally elected.”

Wanted
House Parents for Youth Ranch
(Children ages 8-12)
Living expenses furnished
(including food)
Plus Salary
New building near Corbin
Call (606) 595-3646
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Whitney Bailey and Erica Fields with AppalReD outlined some preparations for
estate planning and small business planning during an information session at

Kentucky Highlands June 12.

Preparing for the future

By Nita Johnson

Correspondent

Disaster can strike at any time, wheth-
er it be personally or professionally.

But being prepared can definitely take
the edge off the stressful procedures re-
quired after such events and AppalReD
(Appalachian Research and Defense
Fund) was on hand at Kentucky High-
lands recently to assist with those prepa-
rations.

Whitney Bailey and Erica Fields are
attorneys with AppalReD and presented
some legal options for estate planning.
AppalReD supplies free legal assistance
to qualifying residents in a 37-county
region of eastern Kentucky.

The two outlined the legalities of es-
tate settlements, including the probate
process.

Bailey said once a person is deceased,
a relative or friend is often appointed to
settle the deceased’s estate. Testate oc-
curs when the deceased has a will that
outlines what is to be done with the
personal and business interests, if any.
Intestate probate occurs when a person
dies without a will. A will is usually an
inexpensive legal document that is han-
dled through an attorney.

Bailey and Fields also outlined the
benefits of funeral planning and having
a living will on hand to specify your
end-of-life desires such as cremation
or burial, organ donation, or other legal
issues.

For those with business interests, Bai-
ley and Fields stressed the importance
of setting up plans for the future of the
business and the various types of busi-
nesses such as partnerships, sole pro-
prietorship or limited liability corpora-
tions.

Bailey explained that partnership and
sole proprietorships fall back on the
business owners to pay the debts of the
business, while the limited liability cor-
porations (LLC) do not.

“That means once the business’s
money is gone, you are not responsible
personally for their debt,” Fields said.

On another topic, Jessica Epperson
with The Mountain Association works
in Disaster Recovery and gave four key
insights into that area.

“In Disaster Preparedness, there are
four main areas: Identify, Plan, Imple-
ment and Recover,” she said.

She said many businesses in eastern
Kentucky had undergone losses due to
the flooding. Maps are available to see
whether the site of the business falls
into a floodplain.

“If your business is in one of those
areas, you should probably consider
moving a little further from that area,”
she said.

“Disaster does not have to directly
impact you to be affected,” she added.
“For example, a farm is hit by a tornado
and you have a produce store. You need
a backup supplier.”

Epperson said to establish an emer-
gency response plan and have a commu-
nication plan that will allow your busi-
ness to continue. Another tip is to have
someone you trust who can fill your spot
in your absence and have information
on your business immediately available.

She said grants for businesses are
available and The Mountain Associa-
tion, which serves a 54-county area, is
there to help.

“We are always looking for opportu-
nities to find grants to help businesses,”
she said.
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left an indelible mark on Kentucky.”
Dr. Mosley noted that the recognition
came despite her father’s humble ap-
proach to public life.
“Daddy specifically requested that
we not do things like get his name plas-

tered. He did not want us to chase after
this, because his whole purpose of what
he did was service,” Mosley said. “It
was a service... and it was the true joy
of his life. It wasn’t for the power that
he got out of it — it’s what he was able
to do for other people.”

A sign honoring the memorial high-
way can be seen near Ulrich Lane in
East Bernstadt.

LIVE / ONSITE WITH
ONLINE BIDDING

3.81 ACRES WITH DOUBLEWIDE HOME AND METAL
BUILDING (OFFERED IN 3 TRACTS)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2025 — 10:30 A.M.
76 CHAPEL ROAD, EAST BERNSTADT, KY 40729

LIVE ON SITE BIDDING

* This beautiful property is conveniently
located just off Hwy 490 about 5 minutes

from London. It will be offered in 3 tracts
and combinations of tracts at Multi Parce

auction.
o Tract A— 1.36 acres with frontage on
Chapel Road and Lee Hurley Road. ltis

ideal for a home site or mobile home site.

o Tract B - 1.00 acre with frontage on
Chapel Road and is improved by a
doublewide home. The home features 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms with a split
floorplan. See more details at fordbroth-
ersinc.com

o Tract C — 1.45 acres improved by a nice |

metal building with concrete floors, re-
stroom, LED lighting and a wood burning
heat system.

Previews: Monday, August 11, 2025 — 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm and on the day of

auction beginning at 9:00 a.m.

10% Auction Premium will be added to final bid.

TERMS: 20% down, balance due in full within 30 days.

For a survey map or more details regarding this auction, visit our website at

fordbrothersinc.com.

AUCTIONEER:
DEVIN FORD

www.fordbrothersinc.com
London, KY
606-878-7111 - 800-526-1637
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