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SCOTUS likely to back Trump’s power
to fire independent agency members

BY MARK SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court on Monday
seemed likely to expand presiden-
tial control over independent fed-
eral agencies, signaling support
for President Donald Trump’s fir-
ing of board members.

The court’s conservative major-
ity suggested it would overturn a
unanimous 90-year-old decision
that has limited when presidents
can fire agencies’ board members
— in part to try to ensure deci-
sion making free of political influ-
ence — or leave it with only its
shell intact.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh said
the crux of the issue is that the
officials who direct the agencies
“are exercising massive power
over individual liberty and bil-
lion-dollar industries” without
being accountable to anyone.

Liberal justices warned that
a ruling sought by the adminis-
tration to overturn the decision
known as Humphrey’s Executor
would give the president, as Jus-
tice Elena Kagan said, “massive
unchecked, uncontrolled power.”

Agencies that have been in
place for a century or more also
would be robbed of their exper-
tise, Justice Ketanji Brown Jack-
son said.

“So having a President come in
and fire all the scientists and the
doctors and the economists and
the PhDs and replacing them with
loyalists and people who don’t
know anything is actually not in
the best interest of the citizens of
the United States,” Jackson said.

No president before Trump
has sought to wrest control of
the agencies that regulate wide
swaths of American life, includ-
ing nuclear energy, product safety
and labor relations. But the six
conservatives, including three
appointed by Trump, seemed
more concerned about issu-
ing a ruling that would endure
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than handing too much power to
Trump.

Their rhetoric was reminiscent
of the presidential immunity case
in 2024 that allowed Trump to
avoid prosecution for his efforts
to undo the 2020 election results.
The court is writing a decision
“for the ages,” Justice Neil Gor-
such said then.

Solicitor General D. John
Sauer, who argued the immuni-
ty case for Trump, defended the
president’s decision to fire Fed-
eral Trade Commission member
Rebecca Slaughter without cause
and called on the court to jettison
Humphrey’s Executor.

Sauer said the decision “hasn’t
withstood the test of time” and
had enabled a “headless fourth
branch” of government, the
administrative state that conserva-
tives and business interests have
been taking aim at for decades.

Chief Justice John Roberts
referred to Humphrey’s Executor
as “a dried husk.”

The conservative side of the
court already has signaled sup-
port for the administration’s posi-
tion, over the liberals’ objection,
by allowing Slaughter and the
board members of other agencies
to be removed from their jobs
even as their legal challenges con-
tinue.

Members of the National Labor
Relations Board, the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board and the
Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission also have been fired by
Trump.

The only officials who have so
far survived efforts to remove
them are Lisa Cook, a Federal
Reserve governor, and Shira
Perlmutter, a copyright official
with the Library of Congress.
The court has suggested that it
will view the Fed differently from
other independent agencies, and
Trump has said he wants her out
because of allegations of mort-
gage fraud. Cook says she did
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nothing wrong.

A second question in the
Slaughter case could affect Cook.
Even if a firing turns out to be
illegal, the court wants to decide
whether judges have the power to
reinstate someone.

Gorsuch wrote earlier this year
that fired employees who win in
court can likely get back pay, but
not reinstatement.

That might affect Cook’s abil-
ity to remain in her job. The jus-
tices have seemed wary about the
economic uncertainty that might
result if Trump can fire the lead-
ers of the central bank. The court
will hear separate arguments in
January about whether Cook can
remain in her job as her court
challenge proceeds.

Kavanaugh signaled that he
is inclined to side with Cook,
describing as an “end run” the
idea that an illegally fired official
would only be entitled to her sal-
ary.

Under Roberts’ leadership,
the court has issued a series of
decisions dating back to 2010
that have steadily whittled away
at laws restricting the president’s
ability to fire people.

In 2020, Roberts wrote for the
court that “the President’s remov-
al power is the rule, not the excep-
tion” in a decision upholding
Trump’s firing of the head of the
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau despite job protections
similar to those upheld in Hum-
phrey’s case.

In the 2024 immunity decision,
Roberts included the power to fire
among the president’s “conclu-
sive and preclusive” powers that
Congress lacks the authority to
restrict.

The court also was dealing with
an FTC member who was fired,
by President Franklin Roosevelt
in 1935, who preferred his own
choice at an agency that would
have a lot to say about the New
Deal.
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White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt speaks
during a press briefing at the White House on Dec. 1 in

Washington.

Judge orders release
of immigrant with
ties to Leavitt

BY HOLLY RAMER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CONCORD, N.H. —
A Brazilian woman with
family ties to White
House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt will be
released from ICE cus-
tody while she fights
potential deportation, an
immigration judge ruled
Monday.

Bruna Ferreira, 33, a
longtime Massachusetts
resident, was previous-
ly engaged to Leavitt’s
brother, Michael. She
was driving to pick up
their 11-year-old son
in New Hampshire
when she was arrest-
ed by Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
agents in Revere, Massa-
chusetts, on Nov. 12.

Ferreira later was
moved to a detention
facility in Louisiana,
where an immigration
judge ordered that she
be released on $1,500
bond, her attorney Todd
Pomerleau said.

“We argued that she

-
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wasn’t a danger or a
flight risk,” he said in a
text message. “The gov-
ernment stipulated to
our argument and never
once argued that she
was criminal illegal alien
and waived appeal.”

The Department of
Homeland Security
previously called Fer-
reira a “criminal illegal
alien” and said she had
been arrested for bat-
tery, an allegation her
attorney denied. Nei-
ther the department nor
the White House press
secretary responded to
requests for comment
Monday.

Pomerleau said his
client came to the U.S.
as a toddler and later
enrolled in the Deferred
Action for Childhood
Arrivals program, the
Obama-era policy that
shields immigrants who
were brought to the
U.S. as children. He said
she was in the process
of applying for a green
card.
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Grill 211, LLC DBA: Cheah,

Mailing address is 211
Broadway Street, Paducah KY
42001 hereby declares
intention(s) to apply for a
ABC-NQ2 Restaurant Liquer li-
cense(s) no later than
12/12/2025. The business to be
licensed will be located at 207
Broadway Street, Paducah KY
42001 doing business as
Cheah. The owner Eng F. Tang
of 525 Fairview Drive Paducah,
KY 42001. Any person may
protest the approval of the
license by writing the
Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control within thirty
(30) days of the date of legal
publication.

Map Dreams LLC DBA Charlie
Joes hereby declares its
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
MARQUETTE COUNTY

U.S. Bank Trust Company,
National Association, as
trustee, as successor-in-
interest to U.S. Bank National
Association, as successor in
interest to Bank of America
National Association,
successor by merger to
LaSalle Bank National
Association, as Trustee for
GSAMP Trust 2006-HE5,
Mortgage Pass-Through
Certificates, Series 2006-HE5

c/o PHH Mortgage Corporation
200 Midlantic Drive, Suite 410
Mr. Laurel, NJ 08054
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Joann Cotton a/k/a Joann R.
Cotton

724 S. Main Street
Westfield, WI 53964

ted at

Unknown Spouse of Joann
Cotton a/k/a Joann R. Cotton
724 S. Main Street
Westfield, WI 53964

Davison at

Cotton
101 Cherry Street
Princeton, KY 42445

Unknown Spouse of Richard
Cotton a/k/a Richard E. Cotton
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Divine Savior Healthcare, Inc.
c/o Michael Holzhueter,
Registered Agent

2200 Westwood Drive
Wausau, WI 54401

Richard Cotton a/k/a Richard E.
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Defendants

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN

To the following party named
as a defendant herein: Richard
Cotton a/k/a Richard E. Cotton
and the Unknown Spouse of
Richard Cotton a/k/a Richard E.
Cotton:

You are hereby notified that the
plaintiff named above has filed
a lawsuit or other legal action
against you. The Complaint,
which is also served upon you,
states the nature and basis of
the legal action. Within 40 days
after December 9, 2025 (the
first date of publication) you
must respond with a written
answer, as that term is used in
Chapter 802 of the Wisconsin
Statutes, to the complaint. The
Court may reject or disregard
an answer that does not follow
the requirements of the stat-
utes. The answer must be sent
or delivered to the Court,
whose address is

Marquette County Clerk of
Circuit Court

77 W. Park Street
Montello, WI 53949

and to Kelly M. Smith / Phillip
A. Norman, P.C., plaintiff’s at-
torney, whose address is:
Phillip A. Norman, P.C.
17035 W. Wisconsin Avenue,
Suite 150

Brookfield, WI 53005

You may have an attorney help
or represent you.

If you do not provide a proper
answer within 40 days, the
court may grant judgment
against you for the award of
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money or other legal action re-
quested in the complaint, and
you may lose your right to ob-
ject to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as
provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become
a lien against any real estate
you own now or in the future,
and may also be enforced by
garnishment or seizure of prop-
erty.

Dated this 2nd day of Decem-
ber, 2025

/s/ Kelly M. Smith

Kelly M. Smith / Phillip A. Nor-
man, P.C.

State Bar No. 1067970

17035 W. Wisconsin Avenue,
Suite 150

Brookfield, WI 53005
262-314-6564
25-01028

Phillip A. Norman, P.C. is the
creditor’s attorney and is at-
tempting to collect a debt on its
behalf. Any information ob-
tained will be used for that pur-
pose.
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