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VENICE, Italy — The sky 
itself is no limit for billion-
aire Jeff Bezos and fiancée 
Lauren Sánchez, who have 
traveled into space — and 
expectations were about as 
high ahead of their wedding 
in Venice on Friday.

One of the world’s most 
enchanting cities as back-
drop? Check.

Star-studded guestlist and 
tabloid buzz? Of course.

Local flavor? You bet.
And then, time to tie the 

knot. The couple held their 
wedding ceremony Friday 
night, and Sánchez post-
ed to Instagram a photo of 
herself beaming in a white 
gown as she stood alongside 
a tuxedo-clad Bezos, the 
world’s fourth-richest man.

It was the second day of 
events spread across the 
Italian lagoon city, which 
added complexity to what 
would have been a massive 
logistical undertaking even 
on dry land.

Dozens of private jets had 
flocked to Venice’s airport, 
and yachts pulled into the 
city’s famed waterways. Ath-
letes, celebrities, influencers 
and business leaders con-
verged to revel in extrava-
gance that was as much a 
testament to the couple’s 
love as to their extraordi-
nary wealth.

T h e  h e a d y  h o o p l a 
recalled the 2014 wedding 
in Venice of actor George 
Clooney to human rights 
lawyer Amal Alamuddin, 
when adoring crowds lined 
the canals and hundreds of 
well-wishers gathered out-
side City Hall.

Not so for these nuptials, 
which became a lightning 
rod for small, colorful pro-
tests. But any desire to 
dampen the prevailing fever 
pitch hadn’t materialized as 
of Friday. Instead, the glitte-
rati were partying, and the 
paparazzi jostling for glimps-
es of the gilded gala.

And the bride wore a 
classic mermaid-line gown, 
featuring Dolce & Gabba-
na’s signature Italian lace. A 
traditional tulle-and-lace veil 
completed her look.

“Not just a gown, a piece 
of poetry,” she wrote on 
Instagram, where her name 
now appears as Lauren Sán-
chez Bezos.
Logistics and costs

Venice is famed for its net-
work of canals, where gon-
doliers croon for lovestruck 
couples and even ambulanc-
es are aquatic. But water 
transpor t of ever ything 
from bouquets to guests 
makes Venice among the 

world’s most challenging cit-
ies for a party, according to 
Jack Ezon, CEO of Embark 
Beyond, a luxury travel advi-
sory and destination event 
service.

“It’s a very tight-knit com-
munity; ever yone there 
knows everyone, and you 
need to work with the right 
people,” said Ezon, whose 
company has put on a dozen 
high-end events in Venice. 
“There’s very tight control, 
especially on movement 
there with boats.”

It at least triples the cost 
versus staging the same soi-
ree in Rome or Florence, he 
said.

Veneto Gov. Luca Zaia 
was first to give an estimat-
ed tally for the Bezos/Sán-
chez bash: He told reporters 
this week the most recent 
total he saw was between 40 
million and 48 million euros 
(up to $56 million).

It ’s an eye-popping, 

jaw-dropping figure that’s 
over 1,000 times the $36,000 
average cost of American 
couples’ weddings in 2025, 
according to wedding plan-
ning website Zola’s annual 
report.

Bezos’ team has been 
tight-lipped about where 
these millions are going. 
When the youngest son of 
Asia’s richest man married 
last July, performances by 
pop stars Rihanna and Justin 
Bieber pushed up the price 
tag.

“How do you spend $40 
million on a three- or four-
day event?” Ezon said. “You 
could bring headliners, 
A-list per formers, great 
DJs from anywhere in the 
world. You could spend $2 
million on an incredible 
glass tent that’s only there 
for 10 hours, but it takes a 
month to build,” or expand 
the celebration to local 
landmarks.

BY JINTAMAS SAKSORNCHAI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BANGKOK — Thousands rallied 
in Thailand’s capital on Saturday to 
demand the resignation of Prime Min-
ister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, part of 
the brewing political turmoil set off by a 
leaked phone call with former Cambodi-
an Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Paetongtarn faces growing dissatisfac-
tion over her handling of a recent bor-
der dispute with Cambodia involving an 
armed confrontation May 28. One Cam-
bodian soldier was killed in a relatively 
small, contested area.

The recorded phone call with Hun Sen 
was at the heart of the demonstration 
Saturday and has set off a string of inves-
tigations in Thailand that could lead to 
Paetongtarn’s removal.

Outrage over the call mostly revolved 
around Paetongtarn’s comments toward 
an outspoken regional army commander 
and her perceived attempts to appease 
Hun Sen, the current Cambodian Senate 
president, to ease tensions at the border.

About 20,000 protesters joined the rally 
as of Saturday night, according to an esti-
mate by the Bangkok police. Despite a 
downpour in the afternoon, they held 
national flags and placards around the 
Victory Monument in central Bangkok as 
speakers took turns blasting the govern-
ment. The participants, many of whom 
came in the morning, chanted slogans, 
sang and danced to nationalist songs.

“From a heart of a Thai person, we’ve 
never had a prime minister who’s so 
weak,” said Tatchakorn Srisuwan, 47, a 
tour guide from Surat Thani province. 
“We don’t want to invade anyone, but we 
want to say that we are Thai and we want 
to protect Thailand’s sovereignty.”

The rally ended peacefully at night 
with the protesters vowing to return if 
Paetongtarn and her government ignore 
their demands.

There were many familiar faces from 
a conservative, pro-royalist group known 
as Yellow Shirts. They are longtime foes 
of Paetongtarn’s father, former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who 
reportedly has a close relationship with 
Hun Sen and who was toppled in a mil-
itary coup in 2006. Rallies organized by 
Yellow Shirts also helped oust the elected 
government of Thaksin’s sister, Yingluck 
Shinawatra, in a 2014 coup.

Hun Sen responds
Hun Sen on Saturday said the action by 

the Thai army at the disputed area was 
a serious violation of Cambodia’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, despite 
the country’s goodwill in attempting to 
resolve the border issue.

“This poor Cambodia has suf fered 
from foreign invasion, war and genocide, 
been surrounded and isolated and insult-
ed in the past, but now Cambodia has 
risen on an equal face with other coun-
tries,” Hun Sen told an audience of thou-
sands at the 74th anniversary celebration 
of the founding of his long-ruling Cambo-
dian People’s Party in the capital, Phnom 
Penh.

There is a long history of territorial dis-
putes between the countries. Thailand is 
still rattled by a 1962 International Court 
of Justice ruling that awarded Cambodia 
the disputed territory where the historic 
Preah Vihear temple stands. There were 
sporadic though serious clashes there in 
2011. The ruling from the U.N. court was 
reaffirmed in 2013, when Yingluck was 
prime minister.
Political fracture and investigations

The scandal has broken Paetongtarn’s 
fragile coalition government, costing her 
Pheu Thai Party the loss of its biggest 
partner, Bhumjaithai Party. Its departure 
left the 10-party coalition with 255 seats, 
just above the majority of the 500-seat 
house.

Paetongtarn also faces other investiga-
tions that could lead to her removal from 
office.

Sarote Phuengrampan, secretary-gen-
eral of the Office of the National Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission, said Wednesday 
that his agency is investigating Paetong-
tarn for a serious breach of ethics over 
the Hun Sen phone call. He didn’t give a 
possible timeline for a decision.

Reports said the Constitutional Court 
could decide as early as next week 
whether it will take a petition requesting 
Paetongtarn’s removal because of the 
phone call, enabling the court to suspend 
her from duty pending an investigation. 
The prime minister said Tuesday that 
she’s not worried and is ready to give evi-
dence to support her case.

“It was clear from the phone call that 
I had nothing to gain from it, and I also 
didn’t cause any damage to the country,” 
she said.

Protesters demand Thai PM’s 
resignation over leaked call

AP Photo/Wason Wanichakorn
Protesters gather at Victory Monument demanding Thailand’s Prime Minister Paetong-
tarn Shinawatra resign Saturday in Bangkok, Thailand.

Bezos weds Sánchez in 
lavish Venice ceremony

AP Photo/Antonio Calanni
Jeff Bezos leaves a hotel ahead of the anticipated wedding 
celebrations with Lauren Sanchez, on Friday in Venice, Italy.
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Have a dependable vehicle
& a good driving record?
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• Daviess County High School Area
• Landsdowne Area • Heartlands Area

*Customer count & earnings listed are approximate.

Messenger-Inquirer Weather
Today

P. Cloudy
Few T-Storms

87°

Tonight

Showers Possible
P. Cloudy

73°

Monday

P. Cloudy
PM T-Storms

87°  72°

Tuesday

Skies Clear
Not as Humid

88°  68°

Wednesday

Clear
Pleasant

89°  69°

Thursday

M. Clear
Warm & Humid

90°  71°

Local Discussion
Scattered t-showers will be possible over the next day or so, 

ending by daybreak Tuesday. Less-humid air gives us brief 

relief through Wednesday before the heat and humidity return 

by Thursday.

Almanac
Temperatures (Yesterday)

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High 84
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Low 75
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal High 92
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Low 68
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record High 107 in 1944
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record Low 52 in 1926

Precipitation (Yesterday)

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24 hours through 6 p.m. 0.02"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Month to Date 4.56"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Month to Date 2.84"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Year to Date 31.18"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Year to Date 25.35"
Statistics through 6 p.m. yesterday at Owensboro

Sun and Moon
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunrise 5:29 a.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunset 8:14 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonrise 9:55 a.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonset 11:26 p.m.

Moon Phases

First
7/2

Full
7/10

Last
7/17

New
7/24

UV Index
UV Index for 3 periods of the day.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 a.m. 0
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Noon 10
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4 p.m. 4
 
0-2: Minimal The higher the UV 

index, the higher the 
need for eye and skin 

protection.

3-4: Low
5-6: Moderate
7-9: High
10+: Very High 

www.UpdatedWx.com/OMI

Regional Weather
Indiana: Partly cloudy with scattered t-storms possible. Very humid with highs 

in the upper 80s.

Kentucky: Partly cloudy with scattered t-storms possible. Very humid with 

highs in the upper 80s.

Regional Cities
  Today Mon.

City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

Akron, OH pc   t90/70 88/71
Ashland, KY t   sh89/70 88/72
Bowling Grn, KY t   t89/73 88/74
Champaign, IL t   sh89/72 87/67
Cincinnati, OH t   sh90/72 89/73
Columbus, OH pc   t90/72 88/71
Dayton, OH t   t90/72 88/71
Defiance, OH s   sh91/71 86/68
Evansville, IN sh   sh87/73 89/72
Frankfort, KY sh   sh90/71 88/72
Lawrenceville, IL t   sh87/72 88/71
Lexington, KY t   sh89/71 88/72

  Today Mon.
City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

London, KY t   t87/69 86/70
Louisville, KY sh   sh90/73 88/74
Nashville, TN t   t91/73 90/74
Paducah, KY t   t86/73 91/72
Peoria, IL t   sh90/72 86/66
Rockford, IL pc   t93/72 85/63

National Cities
  Today Mon.

City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

Atlanta t   sh90/72 89/73
Baltimore t   sh96/79 95/80
Boston pc   s89/67 88/71
Chicago pc   t93/75 86/69
Cleveland s   sh87/73 88/74
Detroit s   sh90/73 89/69
Las Vegas hz   s107/82 110/84
Los Angeles fg   fg84/62 82/63
Miami t   t86/76 85/78
New York pc   pc90/73 87/76
San Francisco s   pc69/54 67/55
Washington,DC t   sh93/74 92/76
Weather (Wx): cl/cloudy; fl/flurries; pc/partly cloudy; mc/mostly 
cloudy; ra/rain; rs/rain & snow; s/sunny; sh/showers; sn/snow; 

ss/snow showers; t/thunderstorms; w/windy

International Cities
  Today Mon.

City Hi/Lo Wx Hi/Lo Wx

Beijing ra   ra91/73 92/75
Buenos Aires ra   s48/42 45/37
Hong Kong ra   ra88/81 85/82
London s   ra87/65 93/68
Moscow ra   ra74/58 55/51
Paris s   s93/68 99/74
Rome s   s95/74 97/75
Sydney s   ra66/45 62/54

National Weather

Lake Levels
Lake and river levels are in feet . Change is over the past 24 hrs.
  Full Pool Current Change
Lake Barkley 361 359.3 0.0
Kentucky Lake (Above) 361 359.1 +0.1
Kentucky Lake (Below) ---- 304.2 -3.3

River Stages
  Flood Stage Current Change
Ohio River/Cannelton     
Upper 16 9.9 +0.4
Lower 42 13.9 -0.1
Ohio River/Newburgh     
Upper 20 10.6 +0.2
Lower 38 17.9 -1.6
Green River/Calhoun     
Upper 23 n/a n/a
Lower 23 n/a 0.00

National Extremes
High: 115° in Death Valley, Calif.
Low: 27° in Peter Sinks, Utah

(For the 48 contiguous states)

Area Forecast

Owensboro
87/73

Beaver Dam
87/71

Central City
87/72

Evansville
87/73

Hartford
87/72

Hawesville
87/72

Lewisport
87/72Rockport

87/72

Tell City
87/72


