
VATICAN CITY (AP) —
Pope Francis, history’s first
Latin American pontiff who
charmed the world with his
humility and concern for the
poor but alienated conser-
vatives over climate change
and critiques of capitalism, died
Monday. He was 88.

Bells tolled in church towers
across Rome after the
announcement, which was read
out by Cardinal Kevin Farrell,
the Vatican camerlengo, from
the chapel of the Domus Santa
Marta, where Francis lived.

“At 7:35 this morning, the
Bishop of Rome, Francis,
returned to the home of the
Father. His entire life was
dedicated to the service of the
Lord and of his Church,•
Farrell said.

Francis entered Gemelli
hospital on Feb. 14, 2025, for
a respiratory crisis that
developed into double
pneumonia and, at 38 days,
became the longest hospi-
talization of his papacy. Part
of his right lung was removed
in the late 1950s after a bout
of pneumonia, and he suffered
from chronic lung disease.

He emerged on Easter
Sunday — his last public
appearance, a day before his
death — to bless thou-
sands of people in St. Peter’s
Square, drawing wild cheers
and applause.

The death now sets off a
weekslong process of allowing
the faithful to pay their final
respects, first for Vatican
officials in the Santa Marta
chapel and then in St. Peter’s
for the general public, followed
by a funeral and a conclave
to elect a new pope.

From his election on March
13, 2013, the Argentine-born
Jorge Mario Bergoglio signaled
a different papacy, embracing
refugees and the downtrodden,
especially following the
troubled tenure of Pope
Benedict XVI, who surprisingly
resigned.

But conservatives grew
increasingly upset with Francis'
progressive bent, outreach to

LGBTQ+ Catholics and
crackdown on traditionalists.
He badly botched a notorious
case of clergy sexual abuse
in 2018.

The crowd-loving, globe-
trotting pope also navigated
the church through the
coronavirus pandemic from
a locked-down Vatican City,
declaring it "has shown us that
we cannot live without one
another, or worse still, pitted
against one another.”

 

Francis was elected on a
mandate to reform the Vatican
bureaucracy and its finances,
but he went further, shaking
up the church itself without
changing its core doctrine.

Asked about a purportedly
gay priest, he famously
responded, “Who am I to
judge?” — a welcoming
message to the LGBTQ+
community and those who felt
shunned by the church.

Francis changed church
positions on the death penalty,
declaring it inadmissible in
all circumstances, and modified
its stand on nuclear weapons
by saying their possession was
“immoral.”

In other firsts, he approved
an agreement with China on
bishop nominations that had
vexed the Vatican for decades,
and charted new relations with
the Muslim world by visiting
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the Arabian Peninsula and Iraq.
But his real revolutionary

change came in emphasizing
the church should be a refuge
for those on society's fringes:
migrants, the poor, prisoners
and outcasts.

 

Francis lived in the Vatican
hotel rather than the Apostolic
Palace, wore his old orthotic
shoes rather than the traditional
red loafers, and used compact
cars.

If being the first Latin
American and Jesuit pope
wasn’t enough, he was the first
to name himself after St.
Francis of Assisi, the 13th
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century friar known for per-
sonal simplicity, his message
of peace, and care for society’s
outcasts and nature.

His first trip as pope was
to the Italian island of
Lampedusa, epicenter of
Europe’s migration crisis, and
he consistently visited countries
where Christians were per-
secuted.

 

But over a year passed
before Francis met survivors
of priestly sexual abuse.
Victims’ groups questioned
whether he understood the
scope of the problem.

His papacy's greatest crisis
came in 2018, when he dis-
credited Chilean victims of
abuse and stood by a bishop
linked to their abuser, a
notorious pedophile. Francis
later invited the victims to the
Vatican for a personal mea
culpa and summoned the
leadership of the Chilean
church to have them resign.

Another crisis erupted over
ex-Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick, the retired
archbishop of Washington and
a counselor to three popes.

Francis had sidelined
McCarrick after an accusation
he had molested a teenage
altar boy in the 1970s. The
Vatican’s onetime U.S.
ambassador, Archbishop Carlo
Maria Vigano, still accused

MISSTEPS ON PRIESTLY
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Francis of rehabilitating
McCarrick early in his papacy.
Francis eventually defrocked
McCarrick after an investi-
gation determined he sexually
abused adults as well as minors.

 

Francis' election after Pope
Benedict XVI’s stunning
decision to resign and retire
-- the first in 600 years —
created the unprecedented
reality of two popes on Vatican
grounds. Despite the potentially
uncomfortable shadow, Francis
embraced Benedict as an elder
statesman and adviser until
his Dec. 31, 2022, death.

Francis didn’t pursue the
anti-abortion agenda of
Benedict or St. John Paul II,
although he starkly likened
it to “hiring a hit man to resolve
a problem.”

But he reversed Benedict’s
signature liturgical legacy by

TWO POPES IN 
THE VATICAN

reimposing restrictions on
celebrating the Latin Mass.
He said he was healing
divisions, but conservatives
and traditionalists blasted the
move as an attack on them
and the old liturgy.

Francis slowly shifted the
balance of power from doc-
trinaire church leaders to more
pastoral ones, appointments
reflected in choosing cardinals
who will elect his successor.

His boldest anti-corruption
steps were wrestling the
Vatican’s bureaucrats into
financial line, limiting com-
pensation and ability to receive
gifts, and eliminating obstacles
to prosecuting cardinals
criminally. He authorized a
police raid of Vatican offices
that led to a criminal trial into
a botched London real estate
venture.

Economic justice was
important to Francis, who said
he wanted a “poor church that
is for the poor.”

Pope Francis, who ministered with charm and humility, dies at 88
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Pope Francis consoles Serena Subania who lost her
daughter Angelica, 5 years old, the day before, as he
leaves the Agostino Gemelli University Hospital in Rome
on April 1, 2023, after receiving treatment for a bronchitis.
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Marion County
Association for the
Handicapped would
like to thank Mary
Grace Mattingly
for her 17 years of

service! We appreciate
everything she has
done!! This year we
will be changing our

name to Marion County Exceptional Adult
Association. For more information please

call 270-699-2279.
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If you have suggestions of professionals
you’d like to hear from or questions
you’d like answered feel free
to submit them to us at

enugent@lebanonenterprise.com

Ask the Professionals

If you have suggestions of professionals
you’d like to hear from or questions you’d like
answered, feel free to submit them to us at

awalker@thespringfieldsun.com

Content in this material is for general information and not intended to provide specific recommendations for any
individual. All investing involves risk including loss of principal. No strategy assures success or protects against lost.
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through LPL Financial, a
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How much life insurance should I have for my family
and what type should I consider?

Many experts recommend that while you have
children at home and you have debt obligations that
insurance for loss of life is important. You can obtain
that from work, if available, and this is typically
1 x your compensation and it is typically term life
insurance which is less expensive as it is based on
the entire group. If you don’t have children who are
dependent or debt then life insurance may only be
necessary to pay estate taxes or future obligations
to heirs. As far as type term life insurance has never
been as inexpensive and the terms go up from 1 year
to 30 years. We recommend looking for policies of
8-10x your annual salary in term insurance for 15-
20 years. Permanent policies are quite expensive
and the cash value accumulation is present but not
very robust. You may add minor children to your own
policy for very little cost. It is not recommended to
have separate policies for children in the form of
whole life policies when they can just be added to
the parent’s policy for little to no cost per month.
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