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The man charged with multiple sex-related
counts appeared in Marion Circuit Court
on April 9, where he pleaded guilty and
was sentenced to 30 years.

David Wethington, 40, was sched-
uled to go to trial on April 21 but instead
entered a guilty plea. Wethington was
charged with eight counts of first-degree
unlawful transaction with a minor, illegal
sex act under 16 years of age, and six
counts of first-degree unlawful transaction
with a minor, illegal controlled substance
under 16 years of age (one count was
dismissed), for which he received 20 years
from Judge Todd Spalding; eight counts
of second-degree unlawful transaction with

a minor (5 years, enhanced by first-
degree persistent felony offender
for a total of 10 years), one count
of human trafficking-commercial sex
activity under 18 years of age (20
years), eight counts of promoting
a sex performance by a minor under
16 years of age, (10 years, enhanced
on one count and 20 years on the
other seven counts), 17 counts of
third-degree rape (5 years enhanced
for a total of 10 years), seven counts of
third-degree sodomy (5 years, enhanced,
for a total or 10 years), five counts of first-
degree sexual abuse (5 years enhanced),
eight counts of first-degree trafficking in
a controlled substance, first offense (greater
or equal to 2 grams of methamphetamine)
(10 years, enhanced), and first-degree

possession of a controlled substance,
third or greater offense
(methamphetamine) (3 years to
run concurrently). The charges of
second-degree trafficking in a
controlled substance, first offense
(less than 20 dosage units drug
unspecified schedule 3), and two
counts of second-degree possession
of a controlled substance-drug
unspecified were dismissed. All

counts will run concurrently.
On March 7 at 10:14 a.m., officials with

the Marion County Sheriff's Office
went to 200 Frogtown Road, about four
miles west of Lebanon, in an attempt to
execute service of multiple warrants of
arrest. As the officials were entering the
residence, a male, later identified as

Wethington, fled on foot out a rear entrance
and was found hiding behind a brush pile
on the property and was taken into custody
on a parole violations warrant. An adult
female, Katelyn McKenzie, of Lebanon,
was also taken into custody on a parole
violation warrant.

The officials also found a 14-year-old
juvenile inside the residence that had been
reported as a runaway on March 5. A third
individual, Wethington’s father, Francis
Wethington, of Lebanon, was also found
inside the residence, along with what officials
observed to be illegal drugs.

Wethington must register as a sex offender
for life and the order was signed for him
to be returned to Green River Correctional
Complex. His final sentencing is set for
June 26 at 9:00 a.m.
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The Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet announced Marion County
will be receiving over $1.3 million
for local roadways. The
announcement came at the Marion
County Fiscal Court meeting on
Thursday, April 17.

The state has allocated $262,722
to resurface 2.2 miles of KY 152
from Highway 49 to the Wash-
ington County line. An additional
$204,148 has been allocated for
a 1.6-mile section of Highway 327
between Highway 84 and Highway
49 and $116,428 will be used to
resurface KY 429 for Hwy. 55 to
Hwy 2154.

Additionally, $570,000 from the
Rural Secondary Roads Program
has been designated for routine
maintenance of county roads,
$190,129 in “Flex Funds”, and
$3,875 for County Judge Exec-
utive’s expenses related to road
maintenance for a total of
$1,347,702.

The Rural Secondary Roads
Program is funded by 22.2% of
the Motor Fuel Tax receipts of
the state. Funds for routine
maintenance are allocated to all
120 counties based on a five-point
formula: one-fifth equally among
all counties; one-fifth based on
rural population, one-fifth based
on road miles and two-fifths based
on land area. The money des-
ignated for each county is based
on estimates of Motor Fuel Tax
receipts for the fiscal year. This
money is sent to the county in

three installments. In August, the
county receives 60% of the money
allocated, another 30% is received
in late winter/early spring. The
remaining 10% is disbursed in June
and is adjusted based on
actual fuel tax receipts for the
year.

Representatives from the state
road departments said two round-
abouts on the bypass should be
completed in November and
construction on the round-about
by Kroger should begin in the

fall.
Following questions and updates

regarding ongoing road projects,
the court received a surprise visit
from Congressman James Comer.
Representative Comer updated
the court on various issues at the
national level and some of the
proposed spending cuts currently
before Congress. One he high-
lighted was the proposal to
eliminate the U.S. Department
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Congressman James Comer made a surprise visit to Marion
County fiscal Court on Thursday, April 17. Magistrates Craig
Bishop, Joe Pat Kirkland and Calab Buckman listen as
Congressman Comer gives an update on issues before Congress
in Washington D.C.

The man charged with 17 sex-
related counts with three minors
appeared in Marion Circuit Court
Division 1 on April 17.

Jeremy Scott Cissell and his
attorney, Gregory Simms, asked
Judge Todd Spalding for a motion
to suppress, which Spalding set
for a hearing on June 13 at 1:00
p.m. Cissell has a pretrial
conference set for June
12 at 9:00 a.m., and a jury
trial scheduled for July 14
at 8:30 a.m.

Cissell, 43, of Spring-
field, is charged with two
counts of first-degree
sodomy, victim under 12
years of age, four counts
of first-degree unlawful
transaction with a minor
illegal sex act, under 16
years of age, three counts
of first-degree unlawful
transaction with a minor,
illegal controlled subs-
tance, under 18 years of
age, three counts of first-
degree sexual abuse,
victim under 12 years of
age, three counts of first-
degree wanton endangerment,
first-degree sodomy, and first-
degree sexual abuse.

Cissell was arrested on Aug.
28, 2023, following an investigation
by Kentucky State Police Post
15 in Columbia when KSP received
a report of sexual abuse of a child.
During the investigation, it was
discovered that Cissell had
engaged in inappropriate physical
contact with a juvenile in Marion
County when the victim was 9
years old. During the investigation,
it was discovered that Megan
Michelle Reed, 37, of Lebanon,
aided Cissell during the incident.
The two were indicted by a Marion
Grand Jury.

He is incarcerated in the Marion
County Detention Center on a
$500,000 cash bond.

Reed, who is also facing 17
charges, also appeared in court
where her pretrial conference was

set for June 12 at 9:00 a.m. and
jury trial scheduled for July 14
at 8:30 a.m. She is being repre-
sented by Joseph Stewart and,
like Cissell, is incarcerated in the
Marion County Detention Center
on a $500,000 cash bond.

• Roger Cobb, who is charged
with 10 counts of distribution of
matter portraying a sexual per-
formance by a minor under 12
years of age, pleaded not guilty

and had a pretrial con-
ference set for June 26
at 9:00 a.m., and a jury
trial scheduled for Sept.
22 at 8:30 a.m. Judge
Spalding ruled that the
bond of $20,000 would
remain the same.

• Franklin Otoniel
Caal-Garcia, who is
charged with two counts
of vehicular homicide
when under the influence
of alcohol, theft of identity
of another without
consent, operating a
motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol .08,
first offense (aggravated
circumstance), careless
driving, and failure to
produce an insurance

card, had a pretrial conference
set for May 22 at 9:00 a.m. and
a jury trial scheduled for June
30 at 8:30 a.m.

On Nov. 2, troopers with KSP
Post 15 responded to a two-vehicle
collision on US 68 near the
intersection of Jessietown Road.
A 2005 Dodge Ram, driven by
Garcia, crossed the centerline,
entered the eastbound lane (he
was traveling west), and dropped
off the roadway. According to KSP,
Garcia steered his vehicle back
into the eastbound land and
collided head-on with a 2020
Chevrolet Equinox driven by Roy
Wright, 75, of Lebanon. A pas-
senger, Wright’s wife, Deborah
Wright, 72, was pronounced dead
at the scene, while Roy Wright
died later at the University of
Kentucky hospital. At the time,
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