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Attack on the Department of Education will cost our kids

The United State
Supreme Court moved
Monday to let the
Trump administration
move forward with
massive layoffs at the
Department of Educa-
tion. Those layoffs are
expected to drastically
reduce the Department
of Education’s ability to
function. Some people
are happy about that.

For sometime it has
been disturbing to me to
find that so many people
have such negative feel-
ings about higher educa-
tion, as if somehow, they
have been slighted by
others receiving student
loans for higher educa-
tion or that they have
been somehow been
unfairly treated because
they did not obtain or
pursue a college degree.

I can attest to the fact
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certainly, in long past
times, I can remember
having the minor slur

of “college boy” being
tossed in my direction.
Once I met a man who
possessed a doctorate in
agriculture who did not
want me to include that
information about him
in a story I was doing on
his farming operation.

that people also try to He said his neighbors
degrade people who would think he was
have college degrees, uppity if there was any

reference to his educa-
tional achievement. So,
I'just kept it to the point
about the massive black-
berries he was raising
on a 10-acre plot on his
family farm.

I was lucky to get to
go to college. I did it on
a federal student loan
that took me 10-years
to repay. But Uncle Sam
got it all back including
interest.

The difference be-
tween then and now is
how much it costs to go
to college. In the fall of
1970, I believe my tuition
for that semester was
about $153. That kind of
money won't get any-
one through the door of
higher education today.
Things have changed.

One of the things
that have changed is
the percentage of the
cost of operating state
universities in Kentucky
paid by the state has

decreased. The state

has focused funding
more on public schools
instead of universities
and that means kids that
go to college have to pay
more. They must borrow
more money and itis a
lot harder to pay those
school loans off.

There is a much
greater focus today on
vocational education.
Skilled crafts people can
make a lot of money and
thatis a good thing. We
need those people in
our workforce. But there
is also another looming
complication, artificial
intelligence.

Artificial intelligence,
isn’t happening in the
future it is happening
right now. Devices being
used for diagnostics
in the medical field is
moving testing out of
the medical labs and
into the examination
rooms. There are devices

that can determine key
things about a patient

in a matter of minutes,
without any other

lab work. The jobs of
thousands of medical
technicians may become
victim to Al

I expect the more any-
one makes in the medi-
cal field the more likely
AT has their jobs in its
sights. The medical field
isn’t the only industry
that will feel the changes
brought by artificial in-
telligence. Anything that
can be weighed, mea-
sured or counted will be
targeted first and then Al
will move forward into
interpersonal diagnos-
tics.

So, what does all this
mean? First if people
want to keep on eating
regular and have a roof
over their heads they will
be forced to continually
re-educate themselves
and re-train themselves.

Most importantly people
will have to focus on be-
ing more personal. The
thing we have over the
robots is we are people
and I believe that people
are going to want to have
interactions with other
people, not a computer
that has been taught to
fake it.

We need education,
we need high education
because it focuses on
teaching people how to
learn, and we need the
department of education
because it focuses on
teacher training, educa-
tional support services
and financing for people
who must borrow
money to go to school.
This destruction of the
Department of Educa-
tion is a huge mistake
and our kids are going to
pay for it.

Our View

What is the
price of growth?

The construction of the Marshall Yards
gaming facility in Calvert City has already
brought significant changes to the inter-
section of US 62 and I-24 in Calvert City.
Work on the $50 plus million project is at
a high pace now. The facility is expected
to be operational by early 2026.

Right now, the Calvert City Council has
approved the first vote on longer operat-
ing hours for the Churchill Downs owned
gaming facility. The current version of
the ordinance will allow for alcohol to be
served by the drink until 2 a.m. Currently
liquor by the drink stops at 12 midnight. It
will take a second vote before the measure
can become law.

This issue is just one of many that are
certain to rise up in the future. Calvert
City is going to grow, particularly in the
areas closest to the Marshall Yards oper-
ation. The council discussed the serving
hours questioned with careful consider-
ation for the community and each other.
The choice for 2 a.m. instead of 3 a.m.,
which was the requested time was a com-
promise.

Calvert City may in many instances
still be a small town, but it faces big town
issues. There is always a price for growth.
There will be a conflict of views, com-
promise is the price that is to be paid for
growth.
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Flooring project grows new tasks

This summer, I decid-
ed I was finally going to
tackle the challenge of
getting the worn-out de-
veloper selected carpet
replaced in our living
and dining room. I have
visions of the kitchen
and living spaces being
all of one consistent
flooring. This required
ensuring the same lami-
nate installed in the back
half of my house is still
available. This laminate
is not to my preference.
Its slick, glossy finish
shows every damp paw
print and coffee splat-
ter. This laminate was
putin the kitchen and
family room following
a water leak that ruined
my beautiful textured
laminate. I loved that
flooring. It had my back.
It didn't advertise that
we are a family of slobs.
Alas, it was no longer
available when the water
leak occurred. So, we
will be getting bright,
cheerful laminate that is
really shiny.

Initiating this home
improvement adventure
required scheduling
measurement appoint-
ments, coordinating with
the sales personnel, set-
ting up online accounts,
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confirming quotes,
consulting the husband,
cleaning the house for
the measurement team,
and the usual fretting of
making any purchase
that involves three or
more places to the left of
the decimal point.

Sure enough with this
many steps there have
been hiccups along the
way. For instance, in
the midst of trying to
get things prepared for
my family to attend my
uncle's funeral and our
old dog attempting to
die on us the measure-
ment guy showed up
early. Not something
trivial like five min-
utes early. He showed
up three hours early. I
wasn't ready yet. Well,
was dressed, caffeinated
and on my fourth or fifth

task of the day. But my
house was not. Under-
garments were hanging
off of the arm chair
where the laundry was
being sorted and folded.
What's worse, they were
mine! Oh the humilia-
tion. But, I needed those
floors measured. So, I
held my head up high
and said, "It's a wreck in
here. I thought you were
coming this afternoon,
but come on in. Don't
mind the mop bucket." I
was getting things done!
Checking boxes off my
list. It almost made up
for the fact that a ran-
dom, twenty something,
young man saw my
brassiere dangling off
the side of the armchair.
Almost.

Later, down the chain
of events that led to
what would have been
the only sales purchase,
I noticed the measure-
ments of the front room
seemed off. I had a
sneaking suspicion that
the entryway area had
not been included. Sure
enough they weren't. [
had been so flustered
that I had signed off
on the measurements
without being sure that
area had been includ-

Lets visit cowboys in the Wild,

Speaking of the
weather, well you knew I
would, something inter-
esting happened today
(Sunday). I left the gym
about 2:30 and since I
hadn’t eaten, I went to
McDonald’s (there’s a
surprise). When leaving
I stood outside talking
to one of the employ-
ees. I started home and
remembered something
Ineeded at Food Giant.
AsIturned off of 5th
Avenue and up the drive,
I thought they must
have had a water leak or
washed off the parking
lot. Well one reason for
this conclusion was the
street and library side
were not wet. Howev-
er, as I was parking, I
looked towards the gym
and that lot was just as
wet. It had rained on this
side of the street but not
the other. When I left
for home I didn’t get far
when everything was
wet. Funny how it rains
in spots.

What do you know
about “The Wild, Wild

My Side of the Fence
By Mike Harrell

West”? I have to admit
that my early exposure
to it was from “Gun-
smoke” and “Bonanza”
among others. My father
and big brother loved
them. There was always
a Louis LAmour paper-
back on a table. Do you
remember the opening
of Gunsmoke? Matt Dil-
lion and some cowboy in
a face off in the middle
of the street in a quick
draw contest.

That was not actually
the normal. They had
some pretty restric-
tive gun laws and the
most restrictive were in

Tombstone, Deadwood
and Dodge. Dodge even
had alarge sign the
said, “The Carrying of
Firearms is Strictly Pro-
hibited” In reality, you
would drop your gun off
in Matt’s office and get
a token. When you left
town you would return
the token and retrieve
your gun.

In fact, there were just
1.5 gun deaths per cattle
season, far less than in
eastern towns. These
rules were much stricter
than what is in place
today. I think that Matt
would be shocked today.

Another shocker
was that most cowboys
didn’t wear a gun. It
tended to get in the
way while riding. You
remember all those cow-
boys? Picture them. One
in four cowboys were
African-Americans. The
number of Mexican cow-
boys were even more.
Plus, there were a large
number of Native Ameri-
can cowboys. Cowboys
didn’t tend to last longer

ed. I really thoughtI
asked about that before I
signed off on the mea-
surements, but I was so
flustered I wasn't think-
ing clearly. So, the mea-
surement man had to be
sent out again. This time
during the appointment
window, right before the
vet came to put our old
dog down. I have now
made a second purchase
with anxiety inducing
place values.

But the real kicker is
this matching laminate
might not come in until
October. This was sup-
posed to be a summer
project. Now I'm going
to have to figure out how
to have the house clean,
furniture out of the way,
and an adult present on
site during the school
year.

This little debacle has
put me in a philosoph-
ical mood. Life is full of
tasks, steps if you will.

If there isn't a misstep
there is a next step. Once
you stop making steps
you just stop. So, we
might as well keep on
putting one foot in front
of the other and see
where it all leads us.

Wild West

than seven years. It was
really hard work and
$30-$40 a month didn’t
build a very large 401.

You know that little
pocket in that larger
front pocket in your
jeans was put there for
cowboys to protect their
pocket watches. Did you
ever cuff your jeans?
Cowboys started this as a
place to put their tobac-
co, cigarettes and coins.
I've barely touched the
Old West, maybe more
later.

Several birthday
greetings go out today
to Linda Howard, Adam
Evans, Philip Madison,
Vicki Madison, David
Madison, KT Sills, Marty
Schuett, Glenda Arant,
Julie Hart, Linda Van
Steenberger, Faith Audas,
Jennifer Hightower,
LaDonna Knoth and Billy
Harrell. Eat the cake, if
there is enough for this
group.

Happy Anniversary to
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Prince.

Stay safe, stay well and
as always, stay in touch.
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