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A body located July 31 in the 
Lloyd’s Wildlife Management Area 
in Crittenden have been identified as 
a woman recently reported missing 
in Grant County.

Kentucky State Police Post 6, in 
Dry Ridge, received a call of human 
remains and troopers and detectives, 
along with the Grant County 
Coroner’s Office and Dry Ridge 
Police Department responded to the 
area. 

The remains of an unidentified 
person were located in a highly 
wooded area of the park. 

An autopsy was performed Aug. 1 
at the Medical Examiner’s Office in 
Frankfort. The remains were posi-
tively identified as Autumn Patterson, 
34, of Ghent, KY. 

There is no foul play suspected. 

Williamstown is the fifth safest city in 
Kentucky, according to 2021 rankings by 
SafeWise, a website that focuses on security and 
safety.

In order, the safest cities in the state in the 
rankings include Providence, Flatwoods, West 
Liberty, Hartford, Williamstown, Pioneer 
Village, Fort Thomas, Independence, Taylor 
Mill and Indian Hills.

In its 2019 rankings, SafeWise listed 
Williamstown as the seventh safest city in 
Kentucky.

“I was first excited to be in the top 10,” 
Williamstown Mayor Rick Skinner said about 
the rankings. “Then to see we moved up two 
spots was rewarding to say the least. I am proud 
of our police force and their professionalism and 
the things they do above and beyond for the 
citizens of Williamstown.”

Skinner said Williamstown Police has a mis-
sion of patrolling the streets and watching for 
any unusual activity. 

“Our philosophy for municipalities is to 
patrol and be seen,” Skinner said. “We make 
sure we are in the neighborhoods quite often 
patrolling with the window down. If somebody 
needs to talk to you, you are available.”

To identify the safest cities of 2021, SafeWise 
reviewed 2019 FBI crime report statistics (the 
most recent complete report available at the time 
of ranking) and population data.

Cities that fell below identified population 
thresholds—or that failed to submit a complete 
crime report to the FBI—were excluded from 
the report. 

The rankings are based on both violent and 
property crime numbers as the website looked at 
the number of reported violent crimes (aggra-
vated assault, murder, rape, and robbery) in each 
city and the number of reported property crimes 
(burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle 
theft).

A 14-year-old juvenile was arrested in connection 
with an armed robbery July 19 at a gas station in Dry 
Ridge.

Grant County Sheriff Brian Maines happened to be 
in his cruiser in front of Speedway on the east side of 
I-75 when the 911 call came into Kentucky State 
Police Dispatch at 1:05 p.m.

“The call came in as an armed robbery to dispatch,” 
Maines said. “(The suspect) had just run behind the 
building toward the dollar store. I just happened to be 
sitting in the turn lane to turn onto Blackburn Lane 

exactly in front of the Speedway. I immediately shot 
up and kind of blocked the road so I could see if I 
could see the suspect running toward the dollar store.” 

Around that time, Maines said he saw a male fit-
ting the description of the robbery suspect pop out of 
the wood line and took off running down McCoy 
Road. 

“At that point, I called out to dispatch that I 
believed I had the male subject running on McCoy,” 
Maines said. “I drove on down McCoy, jumped out of 
the cruiser, run up to him and announced, ‘Stop. 
Sheriff’s Office.’ He stopped and got on the ground. I 
held him there until (Dry Ridge Police) Chief (Rick) 

Kells arrived on the scene and was able to handcuff 
him.”

Once the suspect was placed in handcuffs, Maines 
said the suspect told police he had a gun in his pants 
and asked that they retrieve it before they moved him 
so it didn’t go off. Maines said the gun was a Sig 
9-millimeter.

“It was loaded with one in the chamber,” Maines 
said.

They then learned the suspect was a 14-year-old 
juvenile from Dry Ridge.

Kellie Lighter, co-owner of Kellie’s 
Homestead Restaurant in Dry Ridge, 
recently added a new employee to her 
work family, a robot named Barney 
Bravo.

Barney, at 3.5 feet tall and 2 feet 
wide, is about the size of a kindergar-
tener. He can be programmed to per-
form different tasks and currently helps 
run food on his three trays from the 
restaurant to the Barnwood Theater.

“It saves a lot of foot work, so who’s 
ever working there in the theater it’s 
easier,” Lightner said. “We can take 
bus tubs back to the kitchen. It actually 
has a conversation mode where it can 
go around and talk to the guests. It’s 
pretty cool.”

Kellie’s Homestead partnered with 
Camp Infinity, a summer camp pro-

gram that combines creation apologet-
ics with STEM education, to host 
Barney.

“When my partner [first] saw it [he] 
said ‘This is really cool. People have 
probably never seen anything like 
this,’” Lightner said.

To secure the partnership, the pair 
met with Dan Wooster, their friend and 
founder of Camp Infinity, who also 
loved the idea of Kellie’s Homestead 
having the robot in the restaurant.

“We’re going to have it for a while,” 
Lightner said. “Camp Infinity is look-
ing to do some programming on the 
back end, because some of the things 
they’re teaching kids is coding and 
things like that. They’re going to be 
working on the back end to make the 
robot more restaurant friendly, more 
specific to our clientele in Grant 
County.”
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Hoe Down 
BBQ and 

Bluegrass 
Fest coming 

to Wtown

Grant County Tourism and Belle’s 
BBQ will host Williamstown Hoe Down 
BBQ & Bluegrass Festival from 12 to 9 
p.m. Aug. 21 in downtown Williamstown.

Belle’s BBQ will be available for 
purchase, along with items from differ-
ent vendors. 

“Ever since the Derby Day down-
town event was nixed we needed some-
thing for the community to look forward 
to do, and working with the Tourism 
committee we want to let the communi-
ty have something to look forward to 
once again,” Belle’s BBQ co-owner 
Jamie Smith said. 

A robot named Barney Bravo is a new 
employee at Kellie’s Homestead in Dry Ridge. 
Photo provided

See HOE DOWN page 13

See ROBBERY page 13

Grant County News

GIDDY UP - Embree Robertson looks out at the Grant County Fair as she rides a 
horse on the carousel at the Northern Kentucky Fairgrounds in Williamstown. The fair, 
which was cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19, drew crowds from July 26-31. See 
more photos in the B-Section. Photo by Mark Verbeck

By Rachel Cheatham
Staff Writer

See SAFEST CITY page 13
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WILLIAMSTOWN TRACK 
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Nearly 11 months after fire 
claimed the fuel dock at Wil-
liamstown Marina, the Wil-
liamstown Council approved 
a bid for replacement of the 
fuel lines at the May 5 regu-

lar meeting. Kim Cr upper 
served as mayor pro tempo-
re in Mayor Dave Henson’s 
absence.

•	 Two sealed bids for the 
fuel lines were received. The 
first was for $168,853,28 from 
M&M Mid-Valley Ser vices 

and Supply, whose earlier bid 
of $202,844.57 was rejected in 
April.

The second bid was from 
Har r y  Grau & Sons for 
$76,000. That bid was higher 
than originally estimated by 
Grau, but marina lessee Mark 

Cummins guessed it  was 
because Grau did not antici-
pate doing the electric work.

Cummins added that Grau 
has been servicing the mari-
na’s pumps for a long time.

He noted the bid contained 
an addendum for $654 still 

owed Grau for previous work.
Counci lmember  Jayson 

Payne questioned the city’s 
finances and the ability to 
cover the cost of replacing the 
fuel lines.

Williamstown alumni are 
invited to return to their alma 
mater this Saturday, May 17. 
The Williamstown Alumni 
Open House will be from 
2-4 p.m. with a recognition 
ceremony at 3 p.m.

Classes being recognized 
are 1940, 1945, 1950, 1955, 
1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 
1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 
2010, 2015 and 2020.

There will be a recogni-
tion for the All “A” region-
al 1990 boys championship 
team, coached by David 
Miller and assisted by Ed 
Gabber t; the 1994 boys 
team, coached by Kirk 
Hamsley and assistant 
coaches Scott Chalk, Tim 
Mefford and Matt O’Neill; 
and the 1996 girls team, 
coached by Ed Gabbert and 
assistant coaches Darryl 
Cummins and Shawn West.

There will also be a recog-
nition of cheerleaders and 
coaches, with an exhibition of 
skills to follow the program.

Entertainment will be pro-
vided by the Williamstown 
Alumni Band under the 
direction of David Poer and 
Chris Hedges.

Williamstown 
Alumni Open 
House is this 

weekend

Williamstown Council OKs bid for marina fuel lines

BY FRAY MULLINS
WILLIAMSTOWN INDEPENDENT NEWS 

STAFF WRITER

Select members of the Wil-
liamstown High School Band 
of Spirit  walked and per-
formed in the Joe Nuxhall 
Miracle League Field’s open-
ing day parade on Saturday, 
April 26.

“The Joe Nuxhall Miracle 
League Fields at Hatton Park 
are the realization of one 
of several charitable works 
envisioned by the late major 
league pitcher and Reds’ 
broadcaster Joe Nuxhall,” 
according to nuxhallmiracle-
league.org.

“Encounters with ser vice 
organizations dedicated to 
helping children and adults 
with disabilities, as well as 
his association with ama-
teur spor ts organizations of 
all kinds, led Joe to the real-
ization that no baseball dia-
monds existed to facilitate 
unrestricted play for people 

with physical  and mental 
challenges.”

The band performed “Take 
Me Out to the Ball Game” in 
the parade.

The students performed in 
a band of consisting of 225 
members, including students 
from Walton-Verona, Simon 
Kenton, Dixie, Scott, Lloyd, 
Highlands, and Conner, band 
director Chris Hedges said.

“I hope [the students] saw 
how a large community can 
come together to provide joy 
for others,” he said.

“Eight dif ferent schools 
who are usually competing 
with each other [came togeth-
er]. Music can bring people 
together and on this day, it 
did.”

Along with the parade, 
Hedges was granted the 
oppor tun i ty  to  p lay  the 
National Anthem for their 
opening ceremony.

Williamstown Band of Spirit performs in Nuxhall parade

Members of the Williamstown High School Band of Spirit performed as part of a “super band” in the Joe 
Nuxhall Miracle League Field’s opening day parade on Saturday, April 26.

Grant County senior Lincoln 
Herald placed fifth at the Kentucky 
Dream Mile on Saturday night, May 
3 at St. Xavier in Louisville. The race 
is for Kentucky’s top 16 high school 
distance runners based on their times 
during the current track & field sea-
son.

Herald finished just shy of five sec-
onds behind the winner, Will Sheets 
of Covington Catholic, who complet-

ed the race in a blistering 4:07.23, the 
fourth-fastest time in race history.

This was Herald’s third appearance 
in the elite race. In 2023, as a sopho-
more, he finished ninth; in 2024, he 
placed fourth.

Herald’s time of 4:12.15 knocked 
over two seconds off his time in last 
year’s Dream Mile and was a person-
al record. It also broke his previously 
established school record.

Herald finishes fifth in 
Kentucky Dream Mile, sets PR

Carson Webster
Lincoln Herald placed fifth at the Kentucky Dream Mile on May 3. He set a PR 
and broke his previously set school record with a time of 4:12.15.

On Wednesday, May 
7, the Grant County 
Grand Jur y handed 
down seven indict-
ments:

•	 Cruz Micah Con-
ley, 34, was indicted for 
possession of a con-
trolled substance (first 
degree, first offense, 
Methamphetamine), 
possession of drug par-
aphernalia, operating a 
motor vehicle under the 
influence (first offense 
within a ten year peri-
od) and leaving the 
scene of an accident. 
The alleged incidents 
occurred Feb. 18.

•	 Nickalos A. Jer-
emiah 34, was indict-
ed for possession of a 
controlled substance 
(first degree, second 
offense, Methamphet-
amine), possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
public intoxication. The 
alleged offenses took 
place April 16.

•	 Jeffrey L. Scott, Jr., 
35, was indicted for pos-
session of a controlled 
substance (first degree, 
first offense, Metham-

phetamine) and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia. The alleged 
offenses occurred April 
17.

•	 B o b b y  R a y 
Coghill, Jr., 47, was 
indicted for flagrant 
nonsupport alleged to 
have occurred between 
Sept. 18, 2016, and April 
30, 2025.

•	 Charlotte A. Mor-
ris, 29, was indicted 
for flagrant nonsup-
port alleged to have 
occurred between May 
25, 2018, and March 30, 
2025.

•	 Brett L. Widen-
er, 32, was indicted 
for flagrant nonsup-
port alleged to have 
occurred between Aug. 
14, 2020, and March 31, 
2025.

•	 Ashley J. Woods, 
39, was indicted for pos-
session of a controlled 
substance (first degree, 
first offense, Metham-
phetamine) and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia. The alleged 
of fenses occur red 
March 20.

Grant County grand jury 
hands down indictment

BY GRANT              
COUNTY SCHOOLS
The Grant County 

School Board of Educa-
tion approved the salary 
scales for the 2025-2026 
school year, raising 
the starting salary for 
teachers from $38,194 
to $41,963.

This restructuring 

comes on the heals of 
the district’s Strategic 
Plan approval. Board 
Chairperson,  Lisa 
Smith, States: “We, the 
board, are extremely 
hopeful that the restruc-
tured salary tables for 
the 25-26 school year 

Grant County Board  
of Education approves  
2025-2026 salary scale
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