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A body located July 31 in the 
Lloyd’s Wildlife Management Area 
in Crittenden have been identified as 
a woman recently reported missing 
in Grant County.

Kentucky State Police Post 6, in 
Dry Ridge, received a call of human 
remains and troopers and detectives, 
along with the Grant County 
Coroner’s Office and Dry Ridge 
Police Department responded to the 
area. 

The remains of an unidentified 
person were located in a highly 
wooded area of the park. 

An autopsy was performed Aug. 1 
at the Medical Examiner’s Office in 
Frankfort. The remains were posi-
tively identified as Autumn Patterson, 
34, of Ghent, KY. 

There is no foul play suspected. 

Williamstown is the fifth safest city in 
Kentucky, according to 2021 rankings by 
SafeWise, a website that focuses on security and 
safety.

In order, the safest cities in the state in the 
rankings include Providence, Flatwoods, West 
Liberty, Hartford, Williamstown, Pioneer 
Village, Fort Thomas, Independence, Taylor 
Mill and Indian Hills.

In its 2019 rankings, SafeWise listed 
Williamstown as the seventh safest city in 
Kentucky.

“I was first excited to be in the top 10,” 
Williamstown Mayor Rick Skinner said about 
the rankings. “Then to see we moved up two 
spots was rewarding to say the least. I am proud 
of our police force and their professionalism and 
the things they do above and beyond for the 
citizens of Williamstown.”

Skinner said Williamstown Police has a mis-
sion of patrolling the streets and watching for 
any unusual activity. 

“Our philosophy for municipalities is to 
patrol and be seen,” Skinner said. “We make 
sure we are in the neighborhoods quite often 
patrolling with the window down. If somebody 
needs to talk to you, you are available.”

To identify the safest cities of 2021, SafeWise 
reviewed 2019 FBI crime report statistics (the 
most recent complete report available at the time 
of ranking) and population data.

Cities that fell below identified population 
thresholds—or that failed to submit a complete 
crime report to the FBI—were excluded from 
the report. 

The rankings are based on both violent and 
property crime numbers as the website looked at 
the number of reported violent crimes (aggra-
vated assault, murder, rape, and robbery) in each 
city and the number of reported property crimes 
(burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle 
theft).

A 14-year-old juvenile was arrested in connection 
with an armed robbery July 19 at a gas station in Dry 
Ridge.

Grant County Sheriff Brian Maines happened to be 
in his cruiser in front of Speedway on the east side of 
I-75 when the 911 call came into Kentucky State 
Police Dispatch at 1:05 p.m.

“The call came in as an armed robbery to dispatch,” 
Maines said. “(The suspect) had just run behind the 
building toward the dollar store. I just happened to be 
sitting in the turn lane to turn onto Blackburn Lane 

exactly in front of the Speedway. I immediately shot 
up and kind of blocked the road so I could see if I 
could see the suspect running toward the dollar store.” 

Around that time, Maines said he saw a male fit-
ting the description of the robbery suspect pop out of 
the wood line and took off running down McCoy 
Road. 

“At that point, I called out to dispatch that I 
believed I had the male subject running on McCoy,” 
Maines said. “I drove on down McCoy, jumped out of 
the cruiser, run up to him and announced, ‘Stop. 
Sheriff’s Office.’ He stopped and got on the ground. I 
held him there until (Dry Ridge Police) Chief (Rick) 

Kells arrived on the scene and was able to handcuff 
him.”

Once the suspect was placed in handcuffs, Maines 
said the suspect told police he had a gun in his pants 
and asked that they retrieve it before they moved him 
so it didn’t go off. Maines said the gun was a Sig 
9-millimeter.

“It was loaded with one in the chamber,” Maines 
said.

They then learned the suspect was a 14-year-old 
juvenile from Dry Ridge.

Kellie Lighter, co-owner of Kellie’s 
Homestead Restaurant in Dry Ridge, 
recently added a new employee to her 
work family, a robot named Barney 
Bravo.

Barney, at 3.5 feet tall and 2 feet 
wide, is about the size of a kindergar-
tener. He can be programmed to per-
form different tasks and currently helps 
run food on his three trays from the 
restaurant to the Barnwood Theater.

“It saves a lot of foot work, so who’s 
ever working there in the theater it’s 
easier,” Lightner said. “We can take 
bus tubs back to the kitchen. It actually 
has a conversation mode where it can 
go around and talk to the guests. It’s 
pretty cool.”

Kellie’s Homestead partnered with 
Camp Infinity, a summer camp pro-

gram that combines creation apologet-
ics with STEM education, to host 
Barney.

“When my partner [first] saw it [he] 
said ‘This is really cool. People have 
probably never seen anything like 
this,’” Lightner said.

To secure the partnership, the pair 
met with Dan Wooster, their friend and 
founder of Camp Infinity, who also 
loved the idea of Kellie’s Homestead 
having the robot in the restaurant.

“We’re going to have it for a while,” 
Lightner said. “Camp Infinity is look-
ing to do some programming on the 
back end, because some of the things 
they’re teaching kids is coding and 
things like that. They’re going to be 
working on the back end to make the 
robot more restaurant friendly, more 
specific to our clientele in Grant 
County.”
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Hoe Down 
BBQ and 

Bluegrass 
Fest coming 

to Wtown

Grant County Tourism and Belle’s 
BBQ will host Williamstown Hoe Down 
BBQ & Bluegrass Festival from 12 to 9 
p.m. Aug. 21 in downtown Williamstown.

Belle’s BBQ will be available for 
purchase, along with items from differ-
ent vendors. 

“Ever since the Derby Day down-
town event was nixed we needed some-
thing for the community to look forward 
to do, and working with the Tourism 
committee we want to let the communi-
ty have something to look forward to 
once again,” Belle’s BBQ co-owner 
Jamie Smith said. 

A robot named Barney Bravo is a new 
employee at Kellie’s Homestead in Dry Ridge. 
Photo provided

See HOE DOWN page 13

See ROBBERY page 13

Grant County News

GIDDY UP - Embree Robertson looks out at the Grant County Fair as she rides a 
horse on the carousel at the Northern Kentucky Fairgrounds in Williamstown. The fair, 
which was cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19, drew crowds from July 26-31. See 
more photos in the B-Section. Photo by Mark Verbeck
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The Williamstown Council 
held a special meeting Tues-
day, April 15, largely consisting 
of updates and discussions of 
ongoing issues.

After adopting and approving 
the Municipal Aid Co-op Pro-
gram without incident, Coun-
cil heard Mayor Mark Chris-
topher announce two grants 
were received in the last week.

Superintendent of the elec-
tric depar tment, Joe McCo-
mas, secured a $1.52 million 
grant (the city’s responsibility 
is $284,000), and the city got 
a $10,000 Interact for Health 
grant to cover expenses for 
Marigold Day in the fall.

GRANT/DEBT UPDATE
Christopher said Mark Mill-

er, wastewater superintendent, 
and Tim Beach, water treat-
ment plant superintendent, 
joined him in meeting with a 
company that could assist in 
hiring an engineer and getting 
grant funding “for the water 
and wastewater facilities” from 
which a lot of the city’s debt 
comes.

He also announced he’d 
written a letter to Kentucky 
Infrastructure Authority (KIA) 
asking for forgiveness of loans 
amounting to roughly $12 mil-
lion for the sewer and water 
departments.

Christopher said KIA has for-
given debts in other instanc-
es and figured it was “worth a 
shot.”

In his letter he said he pro-
vided many examples of need 
in the water and wastewa-
ter departments, telling KIA 
“Unfor tunately we’re not in 
a position to acquire those 

things” because of outstanding 
debts. Getting rid of even half 
that amount would help the 
city afford to deal with neces-
sary repairs and issues like the 
zebra mussel problem, he said.

Expressing frustration at 
the lack of action in eradicat-
ing zebra mussels from Wil-
liamstown Lake and the water 
treatment plant, Councilmem-
ber Dave Henson circled back 
to the possible hiring of an 
engineer, something that was 
urged at a previous Council 
meeting.

“It’s been over a year now 
and we really ... have done 
nothing,” he said.

The mayor countered that 
Beach “had an action plan that 
the council turned down.”

Henson shot back, “He had 
a plan to put a chemical in the 
water that was going to cost 
$4,000 that may or may not 
work, which by the way it did 
not work. So, that’s not a plan ... 
that was for a one-off issue.”

Christopher and Henson 
continued their back and forth, 
with Henson urging action and 
Christopher maintaining money 
to fix things was not in exis-
tence even if a project was engi-
neered.

“I’m saying I’m in the process 
of trying to apply for a grant.”

“I’ve been hearing about 
grants for a year now, and I 
don’t see any,” Henson replied.

Councilmember Kim Crup-
per said the deadline for a 2024 
KIA grant was missed and 
asked if any 2025 KIA grant 
submission had been made. 
Christopher said it was done 
last fall; Crupper asked that 
a copy be supplied to coun-
cilmembers the next day.

At that point, former Wil-
l iamstown Fire Chief Les 
Whalen chimed in from the 
audience. “You’re missing out 
on millions of dollars” by not 
having anybody on top of grant 
writing; somebody needs to 

take charge.
Christopher said he had had 

a lack of information or guid-
ance beyond the Kentucky 
League of Cities telling him to 
try and get grants. He was not 
informed about the necessity 
of creating a project profile, for 
example.

Whalen proceeded to take 
the mayor to task, saying 
grants should have been a pri-
ority from his first day on the 
job; from the top down the city 
needs to put “more legwork” 
into securing grants.

DISCUSSION TO ESTABLISH 
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Christopher asked Council 
whether they thought a finance 
committee should be created, 
mentioning that other munic-
ipalities were surprised Wil-
liamstown doesn’t have one.

The ensuing discussion 
made it clear councilmem-
bers did not regard the idea 
of a finance commission help-
ful and considered themselves 
responsible for finances.

Responding, Christopher 
explained, “This would be a 
good set of eyes that would be 
able to create better spending 
habits and focus on our debt 
and focus on putting the city in 
a place of financial stability.”

The words “better spending 
habits” sent the discussion off 
the tracks.

Councilmember Gina Austin 
Smith asked, “What have we 
not done well with spending?”

Christopher said the major-
ity of the city’s funds are tied 
up in debt. He would like to 
see money set aside for “future 
needs and goals.”

‘Our wheels keep rolling, and we never get nothing done’

Betsy Smtih
The fuel dock at Williamstown Marina is awaiting rebuilding.

BY BETSY SMITH
EDITOR

On Thursday, April 17, a 
motion for emergency relief 
filed by Mayor Mark Christo-
pher against the members of 
the Williamstown City Coun-
cil was heard by Judge James 
R. Schrand, circuit judge for 
the 54th Judicial Circuit, in the 
circuit courtroom of the Grant 
County Judicial Center.

The mayor was seeking an 
injunction to stop removal pro-
ceedings instigated by the Wil-
liamstown City Council at the 
April 1 meeting via a resolution 
made during executive session.

Christopher’s lawyer ques-
tioned the legality of several 
actions taken by Council at 
meetings on March 18 and 
April 1.

At the March 18 special 
meeting, after a closed ses-
sion, a motion was made to 
hire attorney Luke Morgan to 
represent the Williamstown 

City Council. The action was 
not on the agenda.

During the April 1 special 
meeting, Council came out of 
closed session with a resolu-
tion issuing charges of willful 
neglect against Christopher 
and setting a public hearing 
on the matter for April 21. The 
action was not on the agenda. 
Also in question was whether 
they came out of the closed 
session with a signed resolu-
tion to present to the mayor.

Another issue was whether 
or not an actual vote was taken 
to remove the mayor from 
the March 18 closed session. 
(No actions or votes may be 
conducted in closed session 
according to statute.

Chr is topher ’ s  a t tor ney 
said a vote to remove him 
occurred. Morgan disagreed, 
saying Christopher asked if 
they wanted him to leave, and 
the council members each 
replied, “Yes.”

In the end the mayor volun-
tarily left the closed session as 
well as the one on April 1.

Plaintiff’s counsel wanted to 
call the members of the city 
council to testify as “evidence 
that it actually happened.

Judge Schrand said, “They 
did what they did. Do we 
need to have them say what 
they did?” adding he thought 
everyone agreed on what was 
done.

In the end, only Christopher 
took the stand.

Mayor’s motion to 
stop removal 

proceedings denied

BY BETSY SMITH
EDITOR

In his role as admiral 
of the Williamstown High 
School fleet, Jacob Chees-
man kicked off the 4th Annu-
al Cardboard-Duct Tape Boat 
Regatta at Williamstown 
Lake with a brief speech on 
Thursday, April 17.

Cheesman revealed the 
race’s catchy new slogan: 
The most exciting 10 min-
utes inside the city limits!

The undertaking, a class 
project, requires teams of 
three to engineer and con-
str uct a seawor thy craft 
solely of cardboard and duct 

Williamstown’s cardboard 
and duct tape navy sets sail

Betsy Smith
The mariners leave the boat ramp at the start of the 4th Annual 
Cardboard-Duct Tape Boat Regatta.

Betsy Smith
The first and second place crafts make the final turn in the 4th Annual Cardboard-Duct Tape Boat 
Regatta at Williamstown Lake. In the first place boat are Ryan Deaton, Landen Donaldson and 
Cameron Martin.
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