
nate $5 million to caus-
es across Kentucky. This 
year’s Grand Champion 
Country Ham, weighing 
in at 16.5 lbs., was pro-
duced by Josh Poling of 
Broadbent’s Country 
Hams in Kuttawa, Ky. 

This is the second time 
the Crafts and Central 
Bank have partnered on 
the winning bid, with 
their joint donation 
of $10 million in 2023 
making a difference in 
the lives of thousands of 
Kentuckians.

“Each year, this break-
fast brings Kentuck-
ians together to cele-
brate agriculture and to 
give back in meaning-
ful ways,” said Eddie 
Melton, KFB President. 
“I am proud of how this 
event continues to grow 
in impact and tradition. 
Together, we’re show-
ing that when our rural 
and urban communities 
unite around Kentucky 
agriculture, we can make 
a difference across the 
Commonwealth.”

The Crafts were out 
of town but sent their 
representative, Jennifer 
Barber of Frost Brown 
Todd, to bid on their be-
half. 

“Kelly and Joe Craft 
would like to thank 
Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau for hosting this 
wonderful event again 
this year,” said Barber. 
“They hope their chari-
table contributions will 
help improve the lives 
of Kentuckians across 
the Commonwealth. 
This year’s $5 million 

donation will go to the 
Boys & Girls Club of 
Glasgow-Barren Coun-
ty  Craft Innovation 
Campus, the Craft Acad-
emy at Morehead  State 
University, and building 
houses in Eastern Ken-
tucky through the Fed-
eration of Appalachian 

Housing Enterprises.”
Central Bank’s $5 

million bid will be dis-
tributed to a variety of 
Kentucky charities, con-
tinuing its legacy of phil-
anthropic giving. Bene-
ficiaries are expected to 
include:

“We are honored to 

once again support the 
Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Country Ham Breakfast 
and Charity Auction,” 
said Luther Deaton, 
Chairman, President & 
CEO of Central Bank. 
“This event is about 
more than a winning bid 
— it’s about making a 
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lasting impact. Our team 
is proud to give back to 
charities that strengthen 
communities and pro-
vide hope for Kentucki-
ans across the state.”

This year’s ham was 
presented to attendees 
by Miss Kentucky 2025, 
Ariana Rodriguez, with 
more than 1,600 people 
filling the South Wing 
B Conference Center at 
the Kentucky Exposition 
Center. Among those 
addressing the sold-
out crowd were Senator 

Mitch McConnell, Ken-
tucky Commissioner of 
Agriculture Jonathan 
Shell, Louisville Mayor 
Craig Greenberg, KFB 
President Eddie Melton, 
and other state and com-
munity leaders.

Since its inception in 
1964, the Country Ham 
Breakfast and Charity 
Auction has raised near-
ly $54 million for non-
profit organizations and 
other charities across 
Kentucky.

RICE AGRI-MARKETING
riceagrimarketing@att.net or call

270-314-4317 • 270-929-5103 • 270-256-3434

We want to help you and your family, the stewards of Kentucky, 
to be productive, profitable and sustainable for the future. 
Early Order the most Economical and Stays on the roots 

NITROGEN with Pivot Bio New G3/ProveN Pay Dec 10th or 0% 
Financing

• BIG early order and prepay discounts on NuTech, Becks and 
Partners Brands excellent traits and NonGMO Hybrids White 

and Yellow corns and soybeans
AgriMaxx and Pembroke 21 have Great Yields, Test Weights, 

Disease and Head Scab Resistance - Call your Order in Today!

Order Big 
Yielding New 
AgriMaxx 

Wheats early 
with us!!

Jesus said, “I tell you to open your eyes 
and look at the fields, they are ripe for 

the harvest”. John 4:35

Prayers and hope of a safe and 
productive harvest this Fall for all

We’ll plan your 
cover crops mixes 

for this fall!


