
THE PRICE IS RIGHT AT NIGHT
(10 CBS)  (30 CBS) 7 p.m. 

Come on down to the latest 
episode of this popular game 
show, which sees one contestant 
play the fan-favorite Shell 
Game for a chance to win up to 
$150,000 before another player 
attempts to win a Porsche electric 
vehicle in a game of Grid Lock.
SPRING BAKING CHAMPIONSHIP

(FOOD) 7 p.m. 

Host Jesse Palmer tasks the 
fi nal four bakers to create classic 
strawberry fraisier cakes. First, the 
bottom two bakers need to redeem 
themselves through an item that 
tells a personal story. Then, Duff 
Goldman, Kardea Brown and 
Nancy Fuller pick a winner.

BELOW DECK DOWN UNDER

(BRAVO) 7 p.m. 

During the latest episode of this 
nautical reality series, the Katina 
makes a stop at the tropical 
islands next to Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef. In between the long 
hours of work, the crew marvels at 
the natural beauty of the islands.

AMERICA’S MOST WANTED: 
MISSING PERSONS

(8 FOX) 7 p.m. 

In this season fi nale, Fox News 
anchor Harris Faulkner works 
with experts to help fi nd missing 
persons and reunite them with 
their families. Through analysis, 
fi eld investigations and viewer 
tips, law enforcement receives the 
tools needed for success.

MOBLAND
(PARSHO) 7 p.m. 

While in the Cotswolds, O’Hara 
(Lisa Dwan) calls out the obvious. 
Later, Maeve (Helen Mirren) 
changes her mind, annoying 
Conrad (Pierce Brosnan). Then, 
with time running out, Harry (Tom 
Hardy) makes an impact. And, 
Alice (Emily Barber) needs a favor.

AMERICAN IDOL
(9 ABC) 7 p.m. 

The stress reaches an all-time 
high as this singing competition 
moves ever closer to the fi nale. 
With only three spots left, the 
remaining contestants push 
themselves to impress judges Luke 
Bryan, Carrie Underwood and 
Lionel Richie. Ryan Seacrest hosts.

ROCK THE BLOCK
(HGTV) 8 p.m. 

The teams head downstairs to 
test their creativity and create 
kitchens and bonus spaces on 
the lower levels that will separate 
them from the pack. “Battle on 
the Mountain” star Kim Myles 
handles the diffi cult judging duties 
while Ty Pennington hosts.

THE FRENCH CONNECTION
(TCM) 9 p.m. 

As part of a night honoring the 
late Gene Hackman, this 1971 
fi lm starring Hackman as NYPD 
offi cer Jimmy Doyle airs. Along 
with partner Buddy Russo (Roy 
Scheider), Doyle investigates a 
drug cartel shipping heroin into the 
U.S. Other Hackman fi lms follow.

SPORTS
HIGHLIGHTS

88TOP TOP 
PICKSPICKS

7 a.m.  (FDSOK) Major League Rugby 
Anthem RC at RFC Los Angeles. 
From Wallis Annenberg Stadium in 
Westwood, Calif.

11 a.m.  (ESPNU) College Basketball 
Auburn at Duke. From Cameron Indoor 
Stadium in Durham, N.C.

1 p.m.  (ESPNU) College Basketball 
Clemson at Virginia Tech. From Cassell 
Coliseum in Blacksburg, Va.

2 p.m.  (CBSSN) English 
Championship Soccer Sheffield 
United vs. Bristol City. Semifinal, 2nd 
Leg. (Live)

3 p.m.  (ESPNU) College Basketball 
North Carolina at Duke. From Cameron 
Indoor Stadium in Durham, N.C.

 (NFLNET) NFL Football 2024 
NFC Championship: Washington 
Commanders vs. Philadelphia Eagles. 
From Jan. 26, 2025.

5 p.m.  (CBSSN) PGA Tour Golf Truist 
Championship, Final Round. From The 
Philadelphia Cricket Club (Wissahickon 
Course) in Philadelphia.

 (ESPNU) Women’s College 
Basketball South Carolina at Ole Miss. 
From Pavilion at Ole Miss in Oxford, 
Miss.

5:30 p.m.  (MLBN) MLB Baseball 
Regional Coverage. (Live)

6 p.m.  (ESPN2) Men’s College 
Volleyball NCAA Tournament, 
Championship: Teams TBA. From 
Covelli Centre in Youngstown, Ohio. 
(Live)

 (FS1) United Football League 
Michigan Panthers at Arlington 
Renegades. The Renegades try to grab 
a win as they host the Panthers.

 (TNT)  (TRUTV) NHL Hockey 
Washington Capitals at Carolina 
Hurricanes. Eastern Conference 
Second Round, Game 4. (Live)

6:30 p.m.  (ESPN) NBA Basketball 
Boston Celtics at New York Knicks. 
Eastern Conference Semifinal, Game 
4. (Live)

 (ESPNU) Women’s College 
Basketball Kentucky at South Carolina. 
From Colonial Life Arena in Columbia, 
S.C.

7 p.m.  (FDSOK) NASCAR Race 
Rewind 2024 NASCAR All-Star Race.

 (NFLNET) NFL Football 2024 AFC 
Championship: Buffalo Bills vs. Kansas 
City Chiefs. From Jan. 26, 2025.

8:30 p.m.  (CBSSN) Poker Night in 
America

 (FS1) MLB Baseball Arizona 
Diamondbacks at San Francisco 
Giants. From Oracle Park in San 
Francisco. (Live)

 (TNT)  (TRUTV) NHL Hockey Vegas 
Golden Knights at Edmonton Oilers. 
Western Conference Second Round, 
Game 4. (Live)

9 p.m.  (CBSSN) Poker Night in 
America

 (ESPN) NBA Basketball Minnesota 
Timberwolves at Golden State Warriors. 
Western Conference Semifinal, Game 
4. (Live)

11 p.m.  (ESPNU) Men’s College 
Volleyball NCAA Tournament, 
Championship: Teams TBA. From 
Covelli Centre in Youngstown, Ohio.

 (NFLNET) NFL Football 2024 
NFC Championship: Washington 
Commanders vs. Philadelphia Eagles. 
From Jan. 26, 2025.

11:30 p.m.  (CBSSN) Poker Night in 
America

 (FS1) IndyCar Racing Sonsio 
Grand Prix. From Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway in Indianapolis.

1 a.m.  (ESPN2) NBA Basketball 
Boston Celtics at New York Knicks. 
Eastern Conference Semifinal, Game 
4.

1:30 a.m.  (FS1) NASCAR Cup Series 
AdventHealth 400. From Kansas 
Speedway in Kansas City, Kan.

2 a.m.  (FDSOK) Major League Rugby 
Anthem RC at RFC Los Angeles. 
From Wallis Annenberg Stadium in 
Westwood, Calif.

 (NFLNET) NFL Football 2024 AFC 
Championship: Buffalo Bills vs. Kansas 
City Chiefs. From Jan. 26, 2025.

3 a.m.  (ESPN) NBA Basketball 
Minnesota Timberwolves at Golden 
State Warriors. Western Conference 
Semifinal, Game 4.

 (FS1) MLB Baseball Arizona 
Diamondbacks at San Francisco 
Giants. From Oracle Park in San 
Francisco.
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 MONDAY May 12, 2025
  7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 

NETWORK CHANNELS 

NBC (7) The Voice "Live Semi-Final Performances" (N) (Live) Yes, Chef! "What's in the Box?" (N) NEWS 40 @ 10 (N) (:35) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon Sofía Vergara, Michael McKean (N) 

(:35) Late Night With 
Seth Meyers (N) 

FOX (8) America's Most Wanted: Missing Persons 
"Somebody Knows" (N) (SF) 

America's Most Wanted "Music Industry 
Murder" (N) 

BBN Tonight Seinfeld "The 
Opposite" 

Seinfeld "The Strike" The Goldbergs
"DKNY" 

Last Man Standing
"The Help" 

Last Man Standing
"What's in a Name?" 

ABC (9) American Idol "818 (Disney Night #2)" "Disney Night" continues; composer Lin-Manuel 
Miranda. (N) 

Paradise "You Asked for Miracles" (N) WBKO at 10 (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (N) (:35) Nightline (N)

CBS (913) The Price Is Right at Night "Jackpot: Shell 
Shocked" (N) 

NCIS "Fun and Games" NCIS: Origins "To Have and to Hold" NEWS 40 @ 10 (N) (:35) The Late Show With Stephen Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After Midnight
(N) 

PBS (11) Rick Steves' Europe Burt Wolf: Travels & 
Traditions 

MainStreet Hometowns Life in the Heart 
Land 

America "Chiles in 
New Mexico" 

PBS News Hour (N) American Experience

CW (12) Wild Cards "Con in 60 Seconds" Family Law "What Came First?" Friends "The One 
With the Cop" 

Friends TMZ (N) Dish Nation (N) True Crime News Chicago P.D. "Gone"

PBS (26) Kentucky Tonight WW2 Women on the Frontline "Boots on the 
Ground" 

Independent Lens "And So It Begins" The Philippines' turbulent 2022 
presidential race. (N) 

BBC News Kentucky Edition
"May 12, 2025" 

Amanpour and 
Company (N) 

CBS (30) The Price Is Right at Night "Jackpot: Shell 
Shocked" (N) 

NCIS "Fun and Games" NCIS: Origins "To Have and to Hold" NewsChannel 5 at 
10PM (N) 

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen Colbert
(N) 

(:35) After Midnight
(N) 

CABLE CHANNELS 

(39) Live PD "Live PD: 
Police Patrol No. 225" 

Live PD "Live PD: 
Police Patrol No. 219" 

Live PD: Police 
Patrol (N) 

Live PD: Police 
Patrol (N) 

Live PD Presents: 
Florida Heat (N) 

Live PD Presents: 
Florida Heat (N) 

(:05) Live PD Florida 
Heat 

(:35) Live PD Florida 
Heat 

(:05) Live PD: Police 
Patrol 

(:35) Live PD: Police 
Patrol 

(34) <+++ Gran Torino ('08) Christopher Carley, Bee Vang, Clint Eastwood. Friendship slowly takes shape between a 
bigoted war vet (Clint Eastwood) and his Asian neighbors. 

<+++ Tombstone ('93) Val Kilmer, Michael Biehn, Kurt Russell. Doc Holliday (Val Kilmer) joins Wyatt Earp (Kurt 
Russell) for the OK Corral showdown. 

(53) Harpoon Hunters "Bluefin Bloodline" Harpoon Hunters "Like Father, Like Son" Harpoon Hunters "They Might Be Giants" Harpoon Hunters "Boom Phase" Harpoon Hunters "Bluefin Bloodline"

(50) (:15) The Chi "On Me" My True Crime Story "Victor Lupis" My True Crime Story "Briana Rios" My True Crime Story "Aethena Striplin" Martin

(531) (5:00) PGA Tour Golf Truist Championship, 
Final Round 

We Love to Play This 
Game 

Poker Night in 
America 

Poker Night in 
America 

Poker Night in 
America 

Poker Night in 
America 

Poker Night in 
America 

Poker Night in 
America 

Poker Night in 
America 

(41) Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba The Golden Girls The Golden Girls The Golden Girls The Golden Girls

(35) Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank

(67) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) (Live) The Source With Kaitlan Collins (N) (Live) CNN NewsNight With Abby Phillip (N) (Live) Laura Coates Live (N) (Live) Anderson Cooper 360

(60) The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Daily Show (N) Family Guy Family Guy

(20) Contraband: Seized at the Border 
"Grandma's Day Out" 

Contraband: Seized at the Border "Paper, 
Plastic or Ammo?" (N) 

Contraband: Seized at the Border "Yes, 
Deer?" 

Contraband: Seized at the Border
"Magazines in Socks" 

Contraband: Seized at the Border "The 
Hitman" 

(51) (5:00) <+++ Crazy 
Rich Asians ('18) 

<+++ Crazy Rich Asians ('18) Henry Golding, Michelle Yeoh, Constance Wu. A woman learns more about her 
boyfriend and his family after traveling to Singapore for a wedding. 

E! News (N) <+++ Hustlers ('19) Jennifer Lopez, Julia Stiles, Constance Wu.
Four strippers turn the tables on their Wall Street clients. 

(16) (6:30) NBA Basketball Boston Celtics at New York Knicks Eastern Conference Semifinal,  
Game 4. (N) (Live) 

NBA Basketball Minnesota Timberwolves at Golden State Warriors Western Conference Semifinal, Game 4. (N)
(Live) 

SportsCenter (N)
(Live) 

(15) (6:00) Volleyball NCAA Tournament, 
Championship: Teams TBA (N) (Live) 

NFL Live Guests Marcus Spears, Dan 
Orlovsky 

Hey Rookie, 
Welcome to the NFL 

Hey Rookie, 
Welcome to the NFL 

E60 Save: The Katie Meyer Story Full Court Press

(514) (6:30) Women's College Basketball 
Kentucky at South Carolina 

SEC Inside Alabama 
Baseball 

SEC Inside Georgia 
Baseball 

ESPN Films Crossroads A group of teens find salvation through 
sports. 

TrueSouth Men's College Volleyball NCAA Tournament, 
Championship: Teams TBA 

(52) FIBA World 
Basketball 

The Card Life Florida 18 Holes Swing Clinic 18 Lab 
Indoor Show 

The Bobby Carpenter Show Diggin' Deep Jake Cronenworth Diggin' Deep Manny Machado & Yonder 
Alonso, Part 1 

(56) NASCAR Race Rewind 2024 NASCAR All-
Star Race 

PTO T100 Highlights Show '25 Singapore 
T100 

Diggin' Deep Jake Cronenworth Up & Adams United Fight Alliance 422: Dynamite 
Fightling Show 25, Part 3 

(54) Jesse Watters Primetime (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) Gutfeld! (N) Fox News at Night (N) (Live) The Five

(59) Spring Baking Championship "The Road to 
the Finale" (N) 

Silos Baking Competition "The Final Spot" Chopped "Here to Persevere!" Chopped "Hungry for Love: Finale" Spring Baking Championship "The Road to 
the Finale" 

(49) (6:00) <+++ Shrek 2 ('04) Voices of Eddie 
Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. 

<++ Shrek the Third ('07) Voices of Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. When the 
King falls ill, Shrek finds and trains an heir. 

The 700 Club (N) Boy Meets World
"Cutting the Cord" 

Boy Meets World

(551) MLB Top 10 MLB on FS1 Pregame (N) (Live) MLB Baseball Arizona Diamondbacks at San Francisco Giants From Oracle Park in San Francisco. (N) (Live) IndyCar Racing
Sonsio Grand Prix 

(31) (6:00) <+++ Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse ('23) Voices of Hailee Steinfeld, Brian 
Tyree Henry, Shameik Moore. Spider-Man encounters Spider-People in the Multiverse. 

<+++ Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse ('23) Voices of Hailee Steinfeld, Brian Tyree Henry, Shameik Moore. Brooklyn's friendly 
neighborhood Spider-Man encounters a team of Spider-People in the Multiverse. 

(18) The Motherhood "Unpacking Possibility" (N) < Blind Date Book Club ('24) Robert Buckley, Hilary Jardine, Erin Krakow. A bookstore 
owner reviews a famous author's new novel. 

The Golden Girls
"Empty Nests" 

Gold. Girls "Diamond 
in the Rough" 

The Golden Girls
"Son-In-Law Dearest" 

The Golden Girls "To 
Catch a Neighbor" 

(57) Flower Shop Mysteries "Dearly Depotted" Abby Knight is a reluctant bridesmaid and working 
a case. 

Murder, She Wrote "Indian Giver" Murder, She Wrote "Doom With a View" Murder, She Wrote "Who Threw the Barbitals 
in Mrs. Fletcher's Chowder?" 

(55) Dream Home Dream Home Rock "This Is Where We Have Fun" (N) Love It or List It (N) House Hunters House Hunters Rock "This Is Where We Have Fun"

(63) History's Greatest Mysteries "The Missing 
Riches of Genghis Khan" 

History's Greatest Mysteries "The Missing 
Tesla Papers" (N) 

(:05) Holy Marvels With Dennis Quaid
"Hidden Codes" (N) 

(:05) History's Greatest Mysteries "Malaysia 
Flight 370" 

(:05) History's Greatest Mysteries "The 
Missing Tesla Papers" 

(47) 90 Day Diaries "Dear Diary, Where Is My Dream Girl?" (N) (:05) Sister "The Stars Will Fall From the Sky" (:05) Sister "Blessed Are Those Who Mourn" 90 Day Diaries

(46) Dr. Pimple Popper: Breaking Out (N) Dr. Pimple Popper "Call Me Big Popper" (N) (:05) Gypsy Rose "I'm Not a Monster." (N) (:05) Dr. Pimple Popper "Call Me Big Popper" Dr. Pimple Popper: Breaking Out

(536) (5:30) MLB Baseball Regional Coverage (N) (Live) MLB Big Inning (N) (Live) MLB Tonight (N) (Live) Quick Pitch (N) (Live)

(32) Lost Treasures of Rome "Battles on Rome's 
Frontier" 

Lost Treasures of Rome "Gladiators of the 
Lost Colosseum" 

Lost Treasures of Rome "Pompeii's 
Forgotten Victims" 

Lost Treasures of Rome "Women Dig 
History" 

Disaster Autopsy "Sugar Factory, Lac 
Megantic Train, Suez Canal" 

(42) Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends The Big Bang Theory The Big Bang Theory

(24) Cuomo (N) (Live) On Balance With Leland Vittert (N) (Live) Banfield (N) (Live) Cuomo On Balance With Leland Vittert

(224) 20/20 on OWN "A Mother's Search" 20/20 on OWN "Til Death Do Us Part" 20/20 on OWN "Femme Fatale" 20/20 on OWN "In Search of the Truth" 20/20 on OWN "A Mother's Search"

(33) Snapped "Linda Leedom" Snapped "Lynlee Renick" Snapped "Falicia Blakely" Snapped "Candy Jo Webb" Snapped "Notorious: Ted Bundy"

(43) To Be Announced To Be Announced

(464) Secrets of the Viking Stone "Viking 
Confidential" 

Secrets of the Viking Stone "Mysteries in the 
Vault" 

Secrets of the Viking Stone "Discovery on 
the Edge" 

Secrets of the Viking Stone "The 
Breakthrough" 

Secrets of the Viking Stone "Mysteries in the 
Vault" 

(156) (5:00) <++ Ambulance ('22) Yahya Abdul-
Mateen II, Eiza González, Jake Gyllenhaal. 

<++ Anna ('19) Luke Evans, Cillian Murphy, Sasha Luss. A woman unleashes her strength and skill to become one 
of the most feared assassins on the planet. (P) 

<++ Beast ('22) Sharlto Copley, Iyana Halley, Idris Elba. A 
bloodthirsty lion stalks a family in South Africa. 

(17) Big Bang "The 
Conjugal Conjecture" 

The Big Bang Theory The Big Bang Theory The Big Bang Theory Big Bang "The Hot 
Tub Contamination" 

Big Bang "The Fetal 
Kick Catalyst" 

American Dad! "A 
Little Mystery" 

American Dad! "Don't 
You Be My Neighbor" 

American Dad!
"Productive Panic" 

American "Multiverse 
of American Dadness"

(608) <++++ Bonnie and Clyde ('67) Faye Dunaway, Michael J. Pollard, Warren Beatty. A fact-
based account of the brutal 1930s bank robbers. 

<++++ The French Connection ('71) Fernando Rey, Roy Scheider, Gene Hackman. Two 
New York cops try to foil an international drug ring. 

<+++ Hoosiers ('86) Barbara Hershey,
Dennis Hopper, Gene Hackman. 

(19) (6:00) NHL Hockey Washington Capitals at Carolina Hurricanes
Eastern Conference Second Round, Game 4. (N) (Live) 

NHL Hockey Vegas Golden Knights at Edmonton Oilers Western Conference Second Round, Game 4. (N) (Live)

(61) Bob's Burgers Bob's Burgers Bob's Burgers Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Rick and Morty Rick and Morty YOLO/(:45) Smiling

(62) (6:00) NHL Hockey Washington Capitals at Carolina Hurricanes
Eastern Conference Second Round, Game 4. (N) (Live) 

NHL Hockey Vegas Golden Knights at Edmonton Oilers Western Conference Second Round, Game 4. (N) (Live)

(64) Mysteries- Unk. "Little Drummer Boy, Dickens Saves Christmas and Skinwalker Ranch" (N) Mysteries of the Unknown "Houdini Handcuffs, Search for the Yeti, Casino Counterfeiter" Mysteries of the Unknown

(70) Everybody Loves 
Raymond 

Everybody Loves 
Raymond 

Everybody Loves 
Raymond 

Everybody Loves 
Raymond 

Everybody Loves 
Raymond 

Everybody Loves 
Raymond 

The King of Queens The King of Queens The King of Queens The King of Queens

(40) Law & Order: Special Victims Unit "Burned" Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
"Outsider" 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
"Dependent" 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
"Haystack" 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
"Philadelphia" 

(730) <++ Beowulf ('07) Voices of Anthony Hopkins, Angelina Jolie, Ray Winstone. A warrior (Ray 
Winstone) battles a ferocious demon. 

(:55) <+++ Unstoppable ('10) Chris Pine, Rosario Dawson, Denzel 
Washington. Two men try to stop a runaway train carrying toxic cargo.

(:35) <++ Knight and Day ('10) Cameron Diaz, Peter Sarsgaard,
Tom Cruise. A woman becomes a covert operative's reluctant partner.

(700) The Last of Us (:50) <++ The Whale ('22) Sadie Sink, Hong Chau, Brendan Fraser. A recluse tries to 
reconnect with his estranged daughter. (P) 

(:50) < Showing Up ('22) Hong Chau, Maryann Plunkett, Michelle Williams. An artist's time to 
work is disrupted by family and friends. 

(:40) The Last of Us

(750) MobLand "The 
Crossroads" (N) 

(:45) <+++ Gangs of New York ('02) Daniel Day-Lewis, Cameron Diaz, Leonardo DiCaprio. A man (Leonardo DiCaprio) vows vengeance 
on the gangster (Daniel Day-Lewis) who killed his father. 

(:45) <++ Manglehorn ('14) Holly Hunter, Harmony Korine, Al 
Pacino. A bitter man with a mysterious past pines for a lost love. 

(650) (6:00) <+++ A Thousand and One ('23) 
Aaron Kingsley Adetola, Teyana Taylor. 

Power Book III "It's 
About That Time" 

(:50) <++ Contraband ('12) Kate Beckinsale, Ben Foster, Mark Wahlberg. A former 
smuggler finds he has to get back in the game. 

(:45) Power Book III: Raising Kanan "It's 
About That Time" 

(:35) < The Misfits
('21) Pierce Brosnan. 
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By NICOLE WINFIELD and 
GIOVANNA DELL'ORTO 

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope Leo 
XIV called for a genuine and just 
peace in Ukraine and an immedi-
ate ceasefire in Gaza, in his first 
Sunday noon blessing as pontiff 
that featured some symbolic ges-
tures suggesting a message of unity 
in a polarized Catholic Church.

"I, too, address the world's great 
powers by repeating the ever-pres-
ent call 'never again war,' " Leo 
said from the loggia of St. Peter's 
Basilica to an estimated 100,000 
people below.

It was the first time that Leo had 
returned to the loggia since he first 
appeared to the world on Thursday 
evening following his remarkable 
election as pope, the first from the 
United States. Then, too, he deliv-
ered a message of peace.

Leo was picking up the papal tra-
dition of offering a Sunday bless-
ing at noon, but with some twists. 
Whereas his predecessors delivered 
the greeting from the studio win-
dow of the Apostolic Palace, off to 
the side of the piazza, Leo went to 
the very center of the square and 
the heart of the church.

Part of that was logistics: He 
didn't have access to the papal 
apartments in the palace until later 
Sunday, when they were unsealed 
for the first time since Pope Francis' 
death.

Leo also offered a novelty by 
singing the Regina Caeli prayer, a 
Latin prayer said during the Easter 

season which recent popes would 
usually just recite and harked back 
to the old Latin Mass of the past.

Traditionalists and conservatives, 
many of whom felt alienated by 
Pope Francis' reforms and loose 
liturgical style, have been looking 
for gestures hinting at Leo's priori-
ties. Some have expressed cautious 
optimism at the very least with a 
return to a traditional style that Leo 
exhibited on Thursday night, when 
he emerged for the first time wear-
ing the formal red cape of the papa-
cy that Francis had eschewed.

He followed up on Saturday by 
wearing the brocaded papal stole 
during a visit to a Marian sanctu-
ary south of Rome. There, he knelt 
in reverence and greeted the crowd 

surrounded by priests in long cas-
socks usually favored by conserva-
tives.

Aldo Maria Valli, a conservative 
Italian journalist who writes a pop-
ular blog, said he appreciated these 
gestures and urged traditionalists to 
give Leo a chance, saying he liked 
a lot of what he has seen so far. 
"Don't shoot Leo," he wrote.

On Sunday Leo wore the simple 
white cassock of the papacy and 
had reverted back to wearing his 
silver pectoral cross. He had worn 
a more ornate one that contains 
the relics of St. Augustine and his 
mother, St. Monica, on Thursday 
night that had been given to him by 
his Augustinian religious order.

On hand in the square on Sunday 

for Leo's first noon prayer were 
two of Europe's more firebrand 
conservatives, France's Marine Le 
Pen and Italy's Matteo Salvini. The 
Italian minister has highlighted his 
Catholic faith in his political mes-
saging.

Leo quoted Pope Francis in 
denouncing the number of conflicts 
ravaging the globe today, saying it 
was a "third world war in pieces."

"I carry in my heart the sufferings 
of the beloved Ukrainian people," 
he said. "Let everything possible be 
done to achieve genuine, just and 
lasting peace as soon as possible."

He called for the release of 
war prisoners and the return of 
Ukrainian children to their fam-
ilies, and welcomed the ceasefire 
between India and Pakistan.

He also called for an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza, and for human-
itarian relief to be provided to the 
"exhausted civilian population and 
all hostages be freed."

Leo also noted that Sunday was 
Mother's Day in many countries 
and wished all mothers, "including 
those in heaven" a Happy Mother's 
Day.

The crowd, filled with marching 
bands in town for a special Jubilee 
weekend, erupted in cheers and 
music as the bells of St. Peter's 
Basilica tolled.

Angela Gentile of Bari arrived in 
the square three hours early to be 
in place. Nonplussed that cardinals 
had elected yet another non-Italian 
pope, she said she was happy Leo 
came to the central balcony of the 
basilica, so the crowd could see 

him face-to-face. "What's good for 
the Holy Spirit works for me," she 
said. "I have trust."

More than 50 pilgrims from 
Houston, Texas, were in the square, 
too, waving three large American 
flags. They were in Rome on a pre-
planned Holy Year pilgrimage and 
said they were proud to be part of 
this historic occasion.

"Words cannot express my admi-
ration and gratitude to God," said 
the Rev. Dominic Nguyen, who 
led the Vietnamese American 
group. He said he hoped the pope 
would be happy to see the Stars 
and Stripes but also Peruvian flags 
and all other countries, showing the 
universality of the church.

Also Sunday, Leo celebrated a 
private Mass near the tomb of St. 
Peter and prayed at the tombs of 
several past popes in the grottoes 
underneath the basilica. Vatican 
Media filmed him praying before 
a mix of more progressive and tra-
dition-minded popes: Pope Paul 
VI, who closed out the moderniz-
ing reforms of the 1960s Second 
Vatican Council, and Popes Pius 
XII and Benedict XVI, on the 
more conservative end of the spec-
trum.

He celebrated the Mass with the 
head of his Augustinian order and 
his brother, John, in the pews. In 
his homily, he recalled that Sunday 
was also the day that the Catholic 
Church celebrates religious voca-
tions, and noted that the issue of 
declining vocations had been raised 
by cardinals in their pre-conclave 
discussions before his election.

Pope Leo XIV calls for peace in Ukraine, Gaza

GREGORIO BORGIA / AP
Pope Leo XIV appears at the central balcony of St. Peter's Basilica for his 
first Sunday blessing after his election, in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican 
on Sunday.


