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What'’s in the opioid settlement against Purdue Sackler family

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Members of the Sackler
family who own OxyContin
maker Purdue Pharma must
pay billions of dollars to settle
a flood of lawsuits over the
harms of opioids, under a
new deal that was formally
approved by a federal bank-

would have improperly pro-
tected members of the family
against future lawsuits. Un-
der the current agreement,
entities that do not opt into
the payments can still sue
members of the family.

The deal, which the judge
said he would accept last
week, is among the largest

In that case, he said, there
would have been only $3.4
billion available — and $2 bil-
lion of that would have gone
to the federal government as
part of a criminal plea deal
the company entered. Under
that agreement, most of the
federal penalties were to be
waived if a broader settle-

decades.

prescription bottle labels —
although many people don’t
have such things dating back

Those who do prove it could
get payments of around $8,000
or around $16,000, depending
on how long they received
the drug and how many other
people qualify. The money for

ed and monitored opioids.

One feature that won'’t be
repeated under this new deal
that was in a previous one:
forcing members of the Sack-
ler family to hear directly
from people harmed by Oxy-
Contin.

A long legal saga

ruptcy judge on Tuesday. in a series of opioid settle- ment could be reached. individual victims is to be dis- ¢ould be wrapping up
The Sackler family must ments brought by state and M il tributed next year. Purdue filed for bankruptcy
contribute up to $7 billion local governments against oney will go to : protection in 2019 when it was
over 15 years. Most of the drugmakers, wholesalersand ~governments and Not only money is at stake facing thousands of opioid-re-
money is to go to government  pharmacies that totaled about Some individuals Members of the Sackler lated lawsuits from state and

entities to fight the opioid
crisis, which has been linked
to 900,000 deaths in the U.S.
since 1999.

Thousands of victims of the
opioid epidemic could be paid
thousands of dollars each, with
a portion of the money distrib-
uted next year to some people
who had OxyContin prescrip-
tions and their survivors.

“This plan is not perfect,”
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Sean
Lane said as he laid out his
reasoning for approving the
settlements. “The court wish-
es it could do more to ease the
suffering of the opioid crisis.”

But he said it’s fair, equita-
ble, in the best interest of the
parties involved and had over-
whelming support of most of
the groups who had claims
against Purdue.

The new agreement replac-
es one the U.S. Supreme Court
rejected last year, finding it

$50 billion.

approved the deal

tions.

instead.

Why the judge said he

Lane said the deal maximiz-
es the settlement’s value and
came from years of investiga-
tions, mediation and negotia-

He also said that an alter-
native to the settlement — su-
ing Sackler family members
— instead of accepting the
deal would take years “and
success is not ensured,” in
part because the family has
consistently said they would
fight claims against them.

He also noted it could be
hard to collect if the family
lost lawsuits. Much of their
assets are in off-shore trusts.

Lane said that the states
and individuals can get more
than they would have if
Purdue had been liquidated

Sackler family members
were collectively paid more
than $10 billion by Purdue
in the decade before they
stopped involvement with
the company in 2018 and used
about half of that for taxes.
They’ve agreed to pay up to $7
billion over 15 years, provid-
ing most of the cash involved
in the settlement.

The funds distributed to
state, local and Native Amer-
icans is to be used mostly to
address the opioid crisis, as
has been the case with other
opioid settlements.

About $850 million of that
is to go to individual victims,
including children born with
opioid withdrawal.

People with addiction
and survivors of those who
died must prove they were
prescribed OxyContin to par-
ticipate. They could provide
medical records or photos of

public.

PUBLIC NOTICES

family are agreeing to give up
ownership of Purdue.

For them, that won’t be a
major change since no fam-
ily member has served on
Purdue’s board or received
money from the company
since 2018. The plan calls for
Purdue to be replaced with a
new company, Knoa Pharma,
to be controlled by a board
appointed by states and with
amission of benefiting the

Sackler family members
are also agreeing not to have
their name put on institutions
in exchange for contributions
— something they’ve done
often in the past, although
many institutions have cut
ties with them.

The company has also
agreed to make public a trove
of internal documents that
could shed additional light in-
to how the company promot-

local governments and others.

A judge approved a settle-
ment two years later. But
the U.S. Supreme Court later
rejected that plan because it
gave members of the Sack-
ler family protection from
lawsuits over opioids even
though they were not person-
ally declaring bankruptcy.

The latest plan allows law-
suits against Sackler family
members by those who don’t
opt into the deal. That change
was a key to getting the new
version approved in the af-
termath of the high court’s
ruling.

This time, few parties
objected to the settlement,
although some people who
represented themselves and
who were addicted to opioids
— or had loved ones who were
— raised concerns during the
three-day confirmation hear-
ing last week.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DEMOLISH

The City of Ashland hereby advises, without further notice, that
any person or entity claiming ownership of or holding interest
or other encumbrances in the property at 425 3oth Street,
Ashland, KY 41101 is notified that the structures have been
found unsafe and unfit for human habitation or use. Failure
to repair, demolish, or obtain a restraining order within thir-
ty (30) days of the publication of this notice will result in the
City of Ashland razing and removing all structures. A lien for
all associated notification, legal, and demolition expenses will
be charged against the real estate. For inquiries, please contact
Jacob Risner, Program and Grant Administrator, at (606) 268-
0541; jrisner@ashlandky.gov; by mail at PO Box 1839, Ashland,
KY 41105; or in person during regular business hours at 1700
Greenup Avenue, Room 208, Ashland, KY 41101.
Published: November 19, 2025
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DEMOLISH

The City of Ashland hereby advises, without further notice, that
any person or entity claiming ownership of or holding interest
or other encumbrances in the property at 429 3oth Street,
Ashland, KY 41101 is notified that the structures have been
found unsafe and unfit for human habitation or use. Failure
to repair, demolish, or obtain a restraining order within thir-
ty (30) days of the publication of this notice will result in the
City of Ashland razing and removing all structures. A lien for
all associated notification, legal, and demolition expenses will
be charged against the real estate. For inquiries, please contact
Jacob Risner, Program and Grant Administrator, at (606) 268-
0541; jrisner@ashlandky.gov; by mail at PO Box 1839, Ashland,
KY 41105; or in person during regular business hours at 1700
Greenup Avenue, Room 208, Ashland, KY 41101.
Published: November 19, 2025
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PUBLIC NOTICE
DEMOLITION BID REQUEST

The City of Ashland is currently accepting written bids for the re-
moval of all structures at 425 30th Street, Ashland, KY 41101
and 429 30th Street, Ashland, KY 41101. Specifications and
requirements may be obtained by contacting Jacob Risner, Pro-
gram and Grant Administrator, at (606) 268-0541, jrisner@ash-
landky.gov, or in person during regular business hours at the Ash-
land City Building, 1700 Greenup Avenue, Room 208, Ashland,
KY 41101. Sealed bids will be received until 3:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, December 4, 2025 in the City Clerk’s Office on the fourth
floor of the Ashland City Building, 1700 Greenup Avenue, Room
403, Ashland, KY 41101. Bids will be opened and read publicly at
3:05 p.m. on Thur mber 25 in the Commis-
sioners’ Chambers on the third floor of the Ashland City Building,
1700 Greenup Avenue, Room 308, Ashland, KY 41101.
Published: November 19, 2025




