
After sunset on Monday,
Dec. 1, Harrison Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary hosted the
second annual HMH
Christmas Tree Lighting.

For some time prior to and
afterward, attendees were
treated to a fun event to kick
off December with music, hot
chocolate, popcorn, deco-
rations and pictures with Santa,
elves and Rudolph the Red-
Nose Reindeer. Also, memory
stars were available for
purchase.

Children sat on Santa’s lap
for pictures and  whispered
their heart’s desires to his
ancient ear. Everyone kept
the cold at bay with hot
chocolate and stayed warm
in each other’s company.

But the main event was the
countdown to the lighting of
the HMH Christmas Tree.
Despite jokes about the famous
National Lampoon Christmas
Vacation tree lighting blunder,
the event went beautifully and
according to plan.

Once the count hit “one,”
bright lights illuminated the
lovely tree from a distance
and the filled parking lot
couldn’t help but
applaud…holiday spirit was
in full bloom for the folks of
Harrison County.

This was all thanks to the
idea and hard work from the
HMH Auxiliary. Theresa
Philpott, president of the HMH
Auxiliary for 15 years, came

up with the idea for the event
several years ago and helped
bring it to fruition.

“I’ve got a great group of
staff that work with me,” noted
Philpott. “We’ve got about 50
members. We work together
with fundraising, work in our
gift shop and whatever is
required of us. It’s something
that I’d always envisioned.

“We had the tree down
there and so I went to Kathy
Tussey, our CEO at the
Hospital, and she said it was
a wonderful idea and helped
make it happen. It was just
something we thought we
could do to bring Santa in the
hospital and have the
employees be a part of. It was
a dream of mine that finally
happened.”

It’s been a successful outing
for two years now, but this
lighting felt a little different
for Philpott compared to the
first.

“Last year my husband was
here to see this. I lost him

in May, so it’s very bittersweet
for me this year,”
explained Philpott.

But she was in high spirits
for the event nonetheless and
for good reason. It was just
another case of the HMH
Auxiliary giving back.

The Auxiliary makes money
through fundraisers in the
hospital, the HMH gift shop
and fundraisers at Dairy
Queen. Philpott explained that
the money raised all goes back
into the community, like relay
for life, food pantries and

hospital programs. The only
money they keep is to operate
the gift shop.

Money raised by the group
has gone toward an entrance
sign, landscaping, some
hospital beds and MRI
equipment, but those are just
a few examples of their
contributions.

When asked if the Tree
Lighting compares to the other
work they’ve done Philpott
exclaimed with excitement,
“Oh yes, absolutely! Except
for the bitter cold,” she joked.
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The Kentucky State Police, Dry Ridge
Post, will be conducting periodic traffic
safety checkpoints throughout the post
area. These checkpoints will be conducted
in an effort to enforce the traffic laws of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky. Special
attention will be paid to occupant protec-

tion (seatbelt adherence), sobriety, insur-
ance, and registration violations.

In Harrison County those checkpoints
will be located at:

• Georgetown Road at Leesburg Pike
• KY 36 one mile west of Cynthiana
• US 27 at the Harrison/Pendleton

County Line
KSP Post 6 serves Boone, Kenton, Camp-

bell, Grant, Pendleton, Bracken, Robertson,
Harrison, Nicholas, and Bourbon Counties.
For a complete list of checkpoints in the
area visit https://www.kentuckystatepo-
lice.ky.gov/post6checkpoints

DECEMBER TRAFFIC CHECKPOINTS

1974, pretrial conference. Pos-
session of a controlled subs-
tance (1st degree, 2nd
offense, cocaine), drug para-
phernalia-buy/possess, exces-
sive windshield/window tint-
ing and license to be in pos-
session.

-Jonathan Edward Willis,
1974, pretrial conference. Traf-

ficking in a controlled subs-
tance (1st degree, 1st offense,
cocaine, less than four grams).

-Jonathan Edward Willis,
1974, pretrial conference. Traf-
ficking in a controlled subs-
tance (1st degree, 1st offense,
cocaine, less than four grams).

-Jonathan Edward Willis,
1974, pretrial conference. Traf-
ficking in a controlled subs-
tance (1st degree, 1st offense,
cocaine, less than four grams).

-Jonathan Edward Willis,
1974, pretrial conference. Traf-

ficking in a controlled subs-
tance (1st degree, 1st offense,
methamphetamine, greater
than or equal to two grams),
trafficking in a controlled sub-
stance (1st degree, 1st
offense, cocaine, less than four
grams), possession of mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia-
buy/possess. Waive reading.
Not guilty plea. Motion to
reduce bond denied.

-Clay Walker Zieseniss,
1990, pretrial conference. Two
counts rape (3rd degree) and

two counts sodomy (3rd
degree). Mediation to be
scheduled.
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HARRISON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF

Virginia Lee McKenney
February 8, 1936 - November 16, 2025

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of Harrison Memorial Hospital mourns the
passing of Ms. Virginia Lee McKenney, whose life exemplified compassion,
dedication, and service to our hospital and community; and
WHEREAS, Ms. McKenney faithfully served Harrison Memorial Hospital for
45 years, beginning in 1955 and contributing in numerous roles, including
nurse, x-ray technician, lab assistant, CSR Supervisor, and ultimately Assistant
Administrator from 1989 until her retirement in 2001; and
WHEREAS, even after her retirement, she continued to support the hospital
through active involvement in the HMH Auxiliary and generously shared her
time with civic organizations, demonstrating her enduring commitment to
community service; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors wishes to honor her legacy of leadership,
dedication, and service that left a lasting impact on Harrison Memorial Hospital
and the community it serves;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors honors and
celebrates the life of Ms. Virginia McKenney with profound gratitude and
extends its heartfelt condolences to her family and loved ones; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be entered into the
official minutes of the Board and presented to her family in recognition of
her devoted service and the enduring impact she made on our hospital and
community.
Adopted this 20th day of November, 2025
By the Board of Directors of Harrison Memorial Hospital

Wayne Conner
Board Chairman
Harrison Memorial Hospital Board of Directors

BOARD MEMBERS:
Maribeth Midden, Board Chairman Elect Dr. James Calder, Chief of Staff
Jacquelyn Burrell David Case
Janelle Gardner-Cox Douglas Darbro
Angela Gray Harland Hatter
Dr. Brett Hines Charles Koch

---- Public Notice ----

Notice is hereby given that King Assets LLC, PO Box 122,
Cynthiana, KY, has filed an application with the Energy and

Environment Cabinet to build two single family homes located
at 122 and 124 Creekview Street of Grays Run Estates,
Cynthiana, KY at the intersection of Hayden Drive and
Creekview Street. Any comments or objections can be

submitted via email to: DOWFloodplain@ky.gov
Kentucky Division of Water, Floodplain Management Section,

300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601.
Call 502-564-3410 with questions.
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