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STAFF REPORT 
Marion-Crittenden County Code 

of Ethics Board held its first orga-
nizational meeting Sept. 9, laying 
out deadlines, reviewing disclosure 
forms and setting its 2025-26 cal-
endar. 

The joint city-county board was 
created this year after both govern-
ments adopted a consolidated 
ethics code to meet state law re-
quirements. Kentucky’s General 
Assembly in 1994 mandated that 
every local government establish a 
code of ethics, and recent amend-
ments to KRS 65.003 reaffirmed 
those rules. 

Board members are former 
mayor Mickey Alexander, chosen 
by the City of Marion, Susan 
Yarbrough, also representing the 
city, and Dan Wood, selected by 
Crittenden Fiscal Court. Wood is a 
former magistrate. At last week’s 
meeting, Alexander was elected 
chair and Wood vice chair. 

County Clerk Daryl Tabor, des-
ignated as the board’s administra-
tive officer, outlined filing 
requirements for candidates and 
officeholders and their spouses 
and dependents. The new financial 

disclosure form requires reporting 
of income sources exceeding 
$25,000, business interests worth 
more than $50,000, real property 
other than a primary residence 
valued at $50,000 or more, gifts of 
more than $1,000 outside the im-
mediate family, and creditors owed 
more than $50,000 other than a 
primary home or personal vehicle. 

Candidates for next year’s elec-
tions will be the first to file under 
the new ordinances. Deadline is 
Jan. 9 for those seeking partisan 
offices, June 3 for nonpartisan 
races, and Aug. 25 for write-ins. 
Elected officials and certain ap-
pointed officials must file annually 
at the first of each calendar year. 
The board approved meeting dates 
following each of those deadlines 
to review compliance. 

Tabor noted that the forms, once 
submitted, are public records 
under the Open Records Act. Some 
elected officials have been filing 
similar disclosures in past years, 
but now all reporting will be han-
dled jointly by the new board. 

Board members discussed the 
scope of enforcement and how 
much oversight is expected. 

Yarbrough asked who would verify 
assets such as stocks. County At-
torney Bart Frazer, who was advis-
ing on the ordinance, said filings 
are primarily “pro forma” and the 
board’s role is to hear complaints, 
not to investigate or validate every 
report. 

Failure to file, or filing incom-
plete or false information, carries 
penalties. Civil fines are set at $25 
per day up to $500, and inten-
tional omissions can rise to misde-
meanor charges. 

Frazer reminded the board that 
the ethics reforms stemmed from 
scandals of the early 1990s, no-
tably Operation Boptrot, which led 
lawmakers to impose tougher 
standards on local governments. 

The board approved its 2025-26 
calendar, but members acknowl-
edged they may not meet often in 
years with no elections. Special 
meetings can be called by the chair 
if a complaint is filed. Complaints 
are to be submitted at the County 
Clerk’s office, which also main-
tains disclosure records for public 
inspection.

STAFF REPORT 
Cole Springs housing 

complex, annexed into 
Marion last year to re-
ceive city services, has 
now been added officially 
to a city voting precinct. 

Crittenden County 
Board of Elections held a 
special meeting last week 
to shift the development, 
which straddles McMi-
can Road, from a county 
precinct into one of the 
city’s. The move affects 
only precinct boundaries 
on the map and does not 
change representation in 
any district. Cole Springs 
remains in Magisterial 

District 6, represented by 
Scott Belt, and in Crit-
tenden County School 
Board District 5, repre-
sented by Ryan Mc-
Daniel. 

The change places Cole 
Springs voters in 
Precinct SE2, where bal-
lots are cast at Critten-
den County Office 
Complex. 

Cole Springs has 42 
residential units and 
could eventually generate 
100 or more voters, ac-
cording to Crittenden 
County Clerk Daryl 
Tabor.  

So far, only five resi-

dents of the housing 
complex have filed formal 
change-of-address no-
tices with the clerk’s of-
fice. Election officials 
plan to mail reminders 
instructing all Cole 
Springs residents to up-
date their voter registra-
tion and motor vehicle 
records before the end of 
the year. 

The county election 
board is made up of 
Tabor, Sheriff Evan 
Head, and two members 
appointed by local Re-
publican and Democratic 
parties.

STAFF REPORT 
The wrecking ball has been swinging 

on historic Carlisle Street this week, 
clearing the way for a new chapter in 
one of Marion’s oldest business blocks. 

Local developer and business owner 
Todd Riley purchased the Blue-Nunn 
Building, better known in recent 
decades as Coach’s Cleaners, last No-
vember through his company, Drake 
Rentals. The property has stood for 
more than a century, first serving as 
Marion’s post office from 1905 until 
1918. 

Riley said plans are in the works that 
could bring a restaurant to the space 
by the end of the year. Other possibili-
ties include apartments, a venue area 
and several Airbnb units upstairs. The 
second floor has already been gutted 
and could accommodate four short-
term rentals totaling about 3,600 
square feet. 

The renovation design calls for New 
Orleans-style balconies front and back 
of the building with wrought iron rail-
ing and historic details to complement 
its original architecture. Riley said he 
envisions a “cool look” that will honor 
the past while creating new opportuni-
ties. A gated alleyway beside the build-
ing will also become part of the project, 
providing a private outdoor sitting area. 

“I think there will be a tenant in here 
by the end of the year,” Riley said, not-
ing that interest has grown since 
cleanup began. 

The building’s history is tightly 
bound to Marion’s growth in the early 
1900s. Following a devastating fire in 
March 1905, Carlisle Street, which was 
then known as Bank Street, was rebuilt 
with new brick structures that gave rise 
to the “Busy Bee Block,” a nickname for 
the flurry of commerce that sprang up. 
The Blue-Nunn Building was among 
those projects, and by the fall of 1905 
it opened as the town’s new post office. 

“By 1912, the facility was already too 
small to handle the community’s grow-
ing mail volume,” wrote historian 
Brenda Underdown in one of her arti-
cles a few years ago. Crittenden County 
native Sen. Ollie M. James pushed for 
a larger federal building, and in 1917 
bids were opened for construction of 
the new post office at Carlisle and Col-
lege streets, which is also currently un-
dergoing some minor renovations. 

In its early years, the 1905 post office 
also housed business suites upstairs, 
just as it may again. Today, Riley hopes 
its second century will be marked by 
renewed life as a hub for dining, lodg-
ing and entertainment.

Members of the newly created joint city and county ethics board were sworn to duty last week by Crittenden 
County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom. Taking the oath are (from left) Susan Yarbrough, Dan Wood and Mickey 
Alexander. 

Ethics board sworn to duty

Workers Cody Grant and BJ Tosh earlier this week were pulling off a crippled ap-
pendage on the front of what was most recently Coach’s Cleaners on East Carlisle 
Street in Marion. Plans are to renovate the building, which could be home to a new 
restaurant, Airbnb and other businesses. 

New development on 
Carlisle St. will revive 
one-time post office

Cole Springs officially 
changes to city precinct


