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Public Notice
Pursuant to KRS 178.070, the proposed discontinuance of County Road 

maintenance for a portion of Courage Road, which has no public pur-
pose, will be heard at a public hearing on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, at 9:00 
AM in the Berea Council Chambers (304 Chestnut Street, Berea, KY).

View full posting at www.madisoncountyky.gov/public-notices, or in 
person at 135 W. Irvine St., Richmond, KY by calling 859-624-4700.

pickleball courts in the 
summer, or no later 
than fall. That’s a high 
priority for me, the city 
administrator (Shawn 
Sandlin) and there’s a 
lot of public interest in 
pickleball.”

The announcement 
comes approximately 
seven months after a 
group of concerned 
citizens addressed the 
Berea City Council, 
asking city leaders to 
look into the possibil-
ity of installing courts. 

At the time, the 
group’s spokesperson, 
Judith Weckman, told 
officials pickleball is 
the fastest growing 
sport in the United 
States. She added that 
it’s a sport that can be 
enjoyed by people of 
all ages, it promotes a 
sense of community, 
fitness, but that it’s also 
an activity that can bol-
ster the city’s tourism 
appeal. 

“Such a project could 
create a healthier, 
happier community as 
well as contribute to 
Berea’s economic de-
velopment,” Weckman 
told the council in Oc-
tober. “Our hope is for 
a collaboration among 
the city, college, local 
businesses and other 
organizations aimed at 
raising money to build 
these courts.”

Berea Tourism 
proposes to chip in 
$137,000 for the project 
in its 2026 budget. It’s 
Tourism’s latest move 
to contribute to facili-
ties that can be enjoyed 
by both visitors and 
local citizens. The com-
mission has already 
committed funds to 

enhancing other pub-
lic facilities, such as 
shared use trails. 

Fraley said he 
believes the devel-
opment of Berea’s 
outdoor recreation/
adventure resources is 
the way to go, given 
the heightened inter-
est in outdoor activi-
ties in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I think our recent 
emphasis on out-
door recreation has 
created greater op-
portunities to invest 
tourism funds in that 
way,” Fraley said. “I 
think the desire for 
outdoor recreation 
was boosted during 
the pandemic, and 

that has continued 
to today. I’m hopeful 
that’s a direction we’ll 
continue to move in. 
We can still value our 
culture as an arts and 
crafts community, 
but also to diversify 
our tourism efforts in 
other ways, primarily 
in outdoor recreation 
activities.”

Officials have also 
stated that outdoor 
recreation facilities, 
such as parks and 
trails, are crucial to at-
tracting young profes-
sionals and families 
who are looking for a 
place to live and work. 
They are also seen 
as very desirable by 
corporate site selec-
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tors looking for communities that 
can attract and retain prospective 
workers. 

Fraley noted that the city and 
Berea College have been working 
together to find sites for pickleball 
courts, including a concrete slab 
at the site of the former forestry 
building on Big Hill Road. That site 
and others are still in play for future 
courts, but the city saw an immedi-
ate opportunity to build in the Berea 
park expansion, near the skate park, 

he said. 
Because the courts will be funded 

with the city’s General Fund and 
Tourism Commission dollars, there 
won’t be the complication of seek-
ing grants. Because of that, it’s 
possible the courts will be ready 
relatively soon, according to Fraley.  

“I think it’s very feasible that we 
could have pickleball courts con-
structed and ready to use by fall,” 
Fraley said. 

A spot in 
the Berea 
Park 
Annex, 
located 
next to the 
Berea Col-
lege soc-
cer fields, 
has been 
selected 
for six 
pickleball 
courts. 


