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CHICAGO — Child 
sexual abuse at Illinois 
juvenile detention cen-
ters was pervasive and 
systemic for decades, 
according to disturbing 
accounts in a lawsuit filed 
Monday by 95 men and 
women housed at the 
youth centers as children.

The lawsuit details 
alleged incidents of abuse 
from 1996 to 2017, includ-
ing gang rape, forced oral 
sex, beatings and groping 
of children by corrections 
officers, sergeants, nurs-
es, therapists, a chaplain 
and others at nine youth 
centers. Many plaintiffs 
said they were threat-
ened or rewarded to keep 
quiet.

“The State of Illinois 
has allowed a culture of 
abuse at Illinois Youth 
Centers  to  f lour ish 
unabated,” the 186-page 
complaint said.

The lawsuit, filed in the 
Illinois Court of Claims, 
follows similar harrowing 
allegations of child sex 
abuse at juvenile deten-
tion centers in Maryland, 
New Jersey, New Hamp-
shire, California and New 
York City. Some cases 
have gone to trial or 
resulted in settlements; 
arrests have been infre-
quent.

The Illinois lawsuit 
contends the state failed 
to supervise, discipline, 
remove or investigate 
alleged abusers, enabling 
the abuse to continue. 
The complaint alleges the 
abuse happened at youth 
centers in locations all 
over the state including 
Chicago, Joliet, Harris-
burg, Murphysboro and 
Warrenville. Several loca-

tions have since closed.
The lawsuit names the 

state of Illinois, the state’s 
Department of Correc-
tions and Department of 
Juvenile Justice as defen-
dants. It seeks damages 
of roughly $2 million per 
plaintiff, the most allowed 
under law.

In an emailed state-
ment, the Department 
of Juvenile Justice said 
the alleged incidents 
took place under former 
department leaders but 
that the current admin-
istration takes youth 
safety seriously and that 
“all allegations of staf f 
misconduct are imme-
diately and thoroughly 

investigated” with other 
agencies, including state 
police.

Spokespersons for 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker and 
the Department of Cor-
rections referred report-
ers to the Department of 
Juvenile Justice’s state-
ment.

At an unrelated news 
conference Monday, 
Pritzker, who first took 
office in 2019, told report-
ers “it was a matter that 
involved a prior adminis-
tration.” He said leader-
ship of the Department of 
Juvenile Justice over the 
past five years “has been 
excellent” but declined to 
say more, citing pending 

litigation.
The 95 plaintif fs are 

among hundreds of vic-
tims of sexual abuse at 
Illinois detention centers, 
said Jerome H. Block, an 
attorney who brought the 
case and who expects to 
file more lawsuits. His 
firm has helped bring 
lawsuits in Mar yland, 
New Jersey and New 
York City.

“The very people that 
were entr usted with 
keeping our clients safe 
when they were children 
were the ones perpetrat-
ing the sexual abuse,” 
Block said. “This is long-
term institutionalized sex-
ual abuse.”

The Associated Press 
does not typically name 
people who say they were 
sexually assaulted unless 
they consent to being 
identified or decide to tell 
their stories publicly.

Three of the 95 plain-
tif fs are named in the 
lawsuit, including Jeffery 
Christian of Maywood, 
who said it was import-
ant to come forward pub-
licly because he thought 
it could help others who 
may be suf fering in 
silence.

The 36-year-old sub-
urban Chicago man said 
he was sexually abused 
at two different detention 
centers beginning when 

he was about 13, includ-
ing by a counselor who 
groped and fondled him 
during counseling ses-
sions.

Like many of the plain-
tif fs, Christian said the 
abuse was reported at the 
time, but facility admin-
istrators did nothing to 
address it. He said report-
ing the abuse made him 
more of a target. After 
the incidents, he became 
withdrawn and anti-social.

“It prepared me to start 
looking at the world dif-
ferent,” he said. “It took 
some light out of me.”

At least six deten-
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The office building at 100 North Western Avenue in Chicago, on Monday where an office of the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice is 
located.
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1000 HOME SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

LAWN MAINTENANCE
INSURED

(270) 508-2279
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1x2 Black and White ad including graphics
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Vanzant's Towing LLC
1203 S. 6th Street Paducah,

KY 42003 (270)442-9460
Taking bids for said vehicles
that will be auctioned off on

May 27, 2024
1.) 2015 BMW 650,(Black)
VIN #WBA6B2C51FGB99230
2) 2014 BMW 535XI (Black)
VIN #WBA5B3C55ED535282
3) 2007 DODGE RAM 1500
(Blue)
VIN #ID3HU18P47J599950
Vanzant's reserves the right to
obtain ownership on said
vehicles. Vanzant's is also not
responsible for Liens on titles or
giving titles.

Pinnacle, Inc. is seeking bids
from qualified DBE and
MBE/WBE subcontractors, sup-
pliers, and service providers for
work and material supply on the
UKREC Air-Curing Tobacco
Barn. Bids are due to Pin-
nacle, Inc. by 1:00 PM CST,
May, 8 2024, and will be re-
ceived by email at:
jonathan@pinnacleinc.net or by
fax at (270) 527-2678. If you
have questions, please contact
Pinnacle, Inc. at (270) 527-
1720.

REIDLAND FARLEY FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

The Reidland Farley Fire
Protection District announces
that there is an opening on the
Board of Trustees and
requests any interested person
to contact it at: Telephone:
270-559-1421 or email at:
rick@aeec.com. The open
position is for: Property Owner
Trustee who owns property in
Fire Protection District.
Detailed qualification and a
nomination form are available
from the Fire District.

0900 LEGALS


