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Kentucky athletics director Mitch Barnhart, left, speaks about Kenny Brooks during his
introductory press conference as the Kentucky women'’s basketball coach last month.
Since taking the UK job on March 26, Brooks has already radically altered the paradigm

for the Kentucky program.
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century.

“Obviously, we are
going to have more size.
We are going to try to
surround them with some
shooters so we can keep
the floor spaced,” Brooks
said of Kentucky’s new
playing style on his debut
radio show on the UK
Sports Network on April
15. “We will play a little
bit fast, but not typical,
helter-skelter, up-and-
down (tempo).

“We are going to be very
opportunistic in our tempo
and transition. If we can
push the ball and get an
easy opportunity, we will.
But when you have low-
post presence, you want to
wait for the bigs to get
down the court.”

The other major change
Brooks has already imple-
mented at Kentucky is, for
UK, a new-found ability to
succeed on the
international recruiting
market.

Of the nine players
currently on the Wildcats
2024-25 roster, three are
from outside the United
States.

All-America point guard
Georgia Amoore followed
Brooks to Lexington from
Virginia Tech. She will
become the most-accom-
plished player to wear
Kentucky blue and white
since Rhyne Howard exited
after the 2022 season.

Amoore is a product of
Ballarat, Victoria, Austra-
lia. She will be joined at
UK by incoming junior-
college transfer Amelia
Hassett, a 6-3 forward
from Albury, New South
Wales Australia, and Silva,
a native of Faro, Portugal.

It is not as if Kentucky
hasn’t had good players
from outside the United
States. Ex-UK star Evelyn
Akhator, a native of Lagos,
Nigeria, was the No. 3
overall pick in the 2017
WNBA draft, after all.

Previously, however, UK
has not been as consis-
tently able to attract top
international prospects as
it needed to be.

The ability to recruit
internationally is vital in
women’s college hoops.
Simply put, there are not
enough elite American
players to go around —
and the top, home-grown
prospects have tended to
congregate at the already-
established programs.

One way to bridge that
gap is to seek the top play-
ers from across the globe.

In this season’s NCAA
Tournament, there were a
combined seven interna-
tional players on the ros-
ters of the teams that
reached the Final Four.

On his radio program,
Brooks credited one of the
assistant coaches who has
accompanied him to Ken-
tucky from Virginia Tech,
Radvile Autukaite, with
opening up the interna-
tional recruiting market.

A former member of
Lithuania’s national teams
at various age levels, Au-
tukaite “does a phenom-
enal job internationally,”
Brooks said. “Look at our
roster, you see sprinkles of
international. She’s re-
sponsible for that.”

So, already, Brooks has
built a UK roster in which
66.7% of the Wildcats
players now stand 6-foot-1
or taller and 33.3% are
from outside the United
States.

It took the coach one
month to create what
seems very much a new
day in Kentucky women’s
basketball.

Mark Story: 859-444-4731,
@markcstory

Dear Annie: I've always
disliked house parties.
During the first ones I'd
been invited to,  had to
leave early due to the loud
music, vulgar dancing and
drunk classmates —an
environment that would
only make me feel anxious.

I thought this feeling
would wear off and I'd
eventually be able to inte-
grate and have fun just like
everyone else. However,
after attending a couple
more, I came to the real-
ization that it’s just not
my thing and that I like to
have fun in other ways. So,
I began declining all house
party invites with silly
excuses.

Because of that, I earned
the reputation of being
a boring and wearisome
person.

My high school days are
over, and I am about to
begin university. I know I
will be invited to parties in
the coming months. What
would be a more asser-
tive and confident way to
decline all these invites?

— ‘Boring’ Student in
South America

Dear ‘Boring’: Embrace
what makes you comfort-
able. A simple “No, thanks,
that’s not really my scene”
is honest and assertive.
Suggest an alternative way
to hang out that aligns with

your interests. This shows
you’re open to socializing
on your terms and helps
others understand your
preferences without hav-
ing to make excuses or get
caught up in a lie. Your uni-
versity years can be a fresh
start to find like-minded
friends who respect your
idea of fun.

Dear Annie: When [ was
in college, I dated someone
for a year. It was great, and
Irespected and loved her.

She went on to complete
her studies, and I started
working. We then went our
separate ways, the reason
being to give her more
space to study and for me
to get settled in my career.
When I finally felt ready to
settle, I tried to contact her
again.

When I called, her hus-
band answered. I took it
like a man and moved on,

I thought. I had relation-
ships after that, but it
seems I never got over it
because I can’t get her out
of my mind even at 57.

I never got married and
can’t seem to find the right
person.

I know this sounds
unfair, but no one else
matches up to her. How
do I get out of this hole? I
can’t settle for a relation-
ship just to ease the pain.

I prefer having female

friends, but nothing serious
until I meet Mrs. Right, I
hope. I hope she’s happily
married, and I don'’t think I
yearn to rekindle with her.
Is there perhaps another
deep-seated reason for my
predicament?

— Crazy In Love

Dear Crazy In Love:
You're dealing with unre-
solved feelings and ideal-
izing a past relationship,
which is quite common,
especially after one as
impactful as yours. The
fact that no one seems to
measure up to this woman,
though, indicates that
you’re comparing all of
your more recent rela-
tionships to an idealized
version of her, rather than
seeing each new person
for their unique qualities,
which, in turn, creates a
barrier to forming new,
meaningful connections.

Reflect on what you truly
miss about that relation-
ship. Is it the companion-
ship, shared interests, or
simply the way you felt
about yourself at the time?
A good therapist can help
you figure out why you’re
holding on to this history
and develop strategies to
open your heart to new
love. Remember, it's about
finding someone who fits
with the person you are
now, not who you were.
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Looking for a side hustle? Deliver the news and more

Earn extra cash in just a few hours a day. We're looking for
dependable, energetic people to bring our subscribers the latest

local news.

Earn up to $2,000 per month! Scan code to learn more and apply.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION

StorelLocal Lexington, 2640 Sanders-
ville Rd Lexington, KY 40511 Notice is
hereby given pursuant to Chapter 359
of Kentucky State Lien Law StorelLo-
cal Lexington will sell contents — TY-
LER BECKHAM - 2007. Unit Sale
ends on 5-08-2024 @1 pm. To place
a bid, please register at “storagetrea-
sures.com”. For more information or
to resolve this claim, please contact
manager at StorelLocal Lexington at
859-269-7867.
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Garage Sales

Greenbrier Neighborhood Ga-
rage Sale-this Sat.,2/27, 8-2.
Lexington KY 40509 This Sat.,2/27/8-
2 PM.Some open Friday 8-2. Off Win-

chester Rd. Worth the drive!!!

Cumberland Hill Neighborhood
Garage Sale
Lexington Annual Cumberland Hill
Garage Sale day!
Saturday, April 27
8AM-12PM

Y

Cumberland Hill

Neighborhood Association

3 Car Garage Full!
Lexington 3792 Jamaica Ct..Green-
brier Sub.,off Winchester Rd. Fri&
Sat. 8-2,4/26-27. A wide variety.
Worth the Drive!Cash & checks only.

Puppies
F1bGoldendoodles,Cavapoo,Malti-
poo,Toy Poodle,Poodle-Bichon. 1 year
health contract 15 pgs information
dry food wet food snuggle blanket
UTD shots, Www.TwinOaksKennels.
com Facebook-Twin Oaks Kennels of
Fredonia
270-601-3210 & 815-520-3607 Lo-
cated in western Ky.-Dely. availble
We Take great Pide in our Puppies
Visit web page

e

Automotive
Recreational

TOP DOLLAR
FOR JUNK CARS

CALL
(859)213-3506

Real Estate

For Rent

Dogs

OLD ENGLISH SHEEPDOG AKC REG-
ISTERED. ALL SHOTS. 50 YEARS
EXPERIENCE WITH OES. $750. CALL
270-524-5621.

KENTUCKY.COM

Skycrest House for Rent.
call2rent.com
859-300-0101

1,300

Service Directory

Home & Business Improvement

Affordable vinyl siding & gutters,
Chimney & wall
flashings 859-396-0818

LEAKS, RE-ROOF tearoffs, gutter
cleaning. Member of BBB. Fully ins. &
workmans comp. 859-539-1037

All Carpet Repairs/Stretch/
Pet & Water Damage/Rotten/ Squeaky
Floors. crosscarpetrepair.com
30+ yrs exp. 859-225-3863

Affordable Remodeling
Handyman Services
859 410 4330

Basements Kitchens,Bathrooms
Drywall work
Siding,Fencing,Decks,Flooring
Handycap Accesories- paint
Insured Licensed Bonded
859 410 4330

Junk/Trash/Debris Removal

ALLEN JUNK
HAULING
¢ Home and Garage
Clean Outs
¢  Furniture/Appliances
Yard Junk
e Trees & Brush

e Sheds Construction
and Debris Demoli-
tion

Call (859) 551-7881

Lawn/Garden/Landscaping/Trees

Dailey’s Lawn Service
Lawn mowing, landscaping, and odd
jobs. 859-536-6675

Roofing

Larry Isaac’s Roofing
Fully Insured - 30 Years Experience
Call: (859) 644-2168

HAVING A
GARAGE
SALE?

Let Classifieds Help
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