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What a glorious day when you can
gaze across the landscape and be happy
with what you have created. You have re-
moved all the weeds, put down mulch,
picked up the sticks that were downed
from the last windstorm and now you
can sit back and relax and enjoy the per-
fect garden. Very few gardens look per-
fect all at once. This is why you create
the right combination of plants for a vi-
gnette where the plants will be just right
at the same time. 

So, what is a vignette? A vignette is
simply a small collection of plants ar-
ranged in a visually appealing way to
create an intimate spot in the garden
that provides a focal point or scene. It is
to create the right combinations of tex-
ture, form and color. This is something
that I have tried hard to achieve over the
years and I have to admit, I have room to
improve. I try to create vignettes where
diff�erent components work well togeth-
er and create harmony. I try to create
areas where plants look lovely together,
usually a smaller, more intimate spot.

This is something that takes a little
planning and for me, trial and error. This
does not come easy for me. I plant and
move and plant and move. The other
day, I wanted to purchase some heuch-
era to plant near some “Double Play
Candy Corn” spirea. I picked out a
heuchera that has a red leaf, thinking it
would go perfectly with the red in the
spirea. Well, I was completely wrong
with the color. The heuchera was more of
a pink-red and not a copper-red. Luckily,
my friend at the garden center let me ex-
change it for some ‘Twist of Lime’
heuchera so I went in another direction
color wise. This made a much better
combination. 

Focusing your attention on one area
and how it will look now and then what
you can do to make this area look nice in
another season is how I try to go about
this. Make sure you have some ever-
greens to carry your garden and each vi-
gnette through the winter months when
some plants are leafl�ess and others have
gone to sleep for the winter. I use ever-
greens and trees to give me the back-
bones that a garden needs. Then I fi�ll in
with shrubs and perennials to give me

the texture and color that is needed to
make the garden come alive. 

One of the fi�rst things you need to do
is to make sure the plants you choose
have the same growing requirements. If
you are planting in a sunny area, all your
plants will need to be ones that will sur-
vive in at least six or more hours of di-
rect sun. Likewise, if you are working in
a very shaded area, all your plants will
need to have less than six hours of sun
and usually best with dappled light or
afternoon shade. 

The same is true for plants that need
a lot of water verses plants that want a
little drier condition, especially when
dormant. Some plants, like Ligularia
and maidenhair ferns, need more mois-
ture whereas some bulbs would rot in
this situation. Know what the require-
ments are for plants before buying or
planting. 

Now for the vignettes, these can be as
simple as an area underneath a large
tree, a small area in the back corner of
the property or the entrance to your gar-
den shed. These are all opportunities to
create a charming display of plants. You
might want to start with some pieces of
furniture, like a bench or a couple of
chairs. Take this little area and create an
area that will be a focal point with plants
that will look good together. Just focus
on this one spot for now. Another idea is
to add a colorful piece of pottery to pick
up the color of some plants. I have seen
a lovely blue container placed in a gar-
den setting to complement some blue
fl�owers that were planted nearby. 

You also want to think of diff�erent
shapes and sizes. To have every plant
the same size and same shape and tex-
ture is OK but if you have some shorter
and others a little taller, this gives some
interest to the garden. To make this
work, you need to know what blooms at
the same time and what colors look
good together. 

When it comes to color, this is where I
have to play around with plants. I have
an area that is a white garden and I have
had to work with diff�erent shades of fo-
liage as well as fi�nding plants that have
white fl�owers. The diff�erent shapes of
leaves, heights of plants, and textures is
what is very important here. I have
white hydrangeas in the back of one
area and then Hostas with white mar-
gins in front with some white agapan-

thus to give diff�erent shapes and tex-
tures. 

As you visit garden centers to choose
plants for your garden this spring, keep
in mind the diff�erent qualities of plants.
Be sure to get some plants with nice fo-
liage that will help carry your garden
through the season and give the drama

you want. Plant a vignette somewhere
that will give a visitor to your garden a
show worthy of a glowing review. 

Betty Montgomery is a master garden-
er and author of “Hydrangeas: How To
Grow, Cultivate & Enjoy,” and “A Four-
Season Southern Garden.” She can be
reached at bmontgomery40@gmail.com.

Vignettes add perfect visual experience to your garden
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This white garden Betty Montgomery visited gave her inspiration to make a
white garden at her home. BETTY MONTGOMERY PHOTOS/SPECIAL TO SPARTANBURG
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Hostas and ferns look great together with the structure of the rock and a few
other plants for color.

The best digital picture frames can store thousands of images in just one frame, replacing the clutter that comes with traditional
frames and photo albums. Better yet, unlike their tactile cousins, the electronic versions play videos, so not only can you think back
fondly on your memories, you can literally see them being played out on screen.

To read more, go to: reviewed.usatoday.com/home-outdoors/best-right-now/best-digital-picture-frames
Reviewed’s mission is to help you buy the best stuff� and get the most out of what you already own. Our team of experts vets
every product we recommend by testing them in our labs to help you fi�nd what you need.
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BEST DIGITAL PICTURE
FRAME

Nixplay 10.1” Digital
Picture Frame
The Nixplay Digital Picture
Frame is a dream to use.
Images and videos appear
sharp, vibrant, and realistic.

Pros

Crisp, clean images

Displays .HEIC photos

Includes stand and remote

Cons

Video audio is a little tinny

No way to manually upload
content

Certain features are tucked
behind subscription

BEST BUDGET PICTURE
FRAME

Bsimb 10” Wi-Fi
Digital Picture
Frame
Images have surprising depth
and vibrancy, on par with a
frame that costs twice as
much.

Pros

Impressive display

Looks like an actual picture
frame

Easy to browse

Cons

Requires “binding” process

Doesn’t support .HEIC

Touchscreen is overly
sensitive

BEST COMPANION APP

Aeezo 10” Digital
Picture Frame
This frame is a top performer:
High resolution images look
close to lifelike, while
maintaining balance and
depth, even in black and
white.

Pros

Fantastic image resolution

App is easy to use

Quick and easy to upload
content

Cons

Can only upload 15-second
video clips through app

Frame stand feels wobbly

.HEIC not supported

BEST WI-FI

Aura Walden
This easy-to-use frame
offers a 15-inch anti-glare
screen, delivering vivid
colors and great image
clarity. The app can be a
little fi�nicky, however.

Pros

Simple to set up and use

High-quality photo
resolution

Supports video playback

Cons

App can be fi�nicky

Skylight Frame
The frame itself has
potential, but the user
experience is severely
lacking, unless you have
deep pockets to get
beyond the many paywalls.

Pros

Solid picture quality

Easy to upload photos

Supports .HEIC

Cons

Need subscription to
upload videos

Can’t upload photos via
USB

Black-and-white photos
appear dull

The best digital frames for your photos 


